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Editorial 





ou learn something new every day, 
but only if you pay attention. 
That’s one of my favourite sayings. 
I don’t remember when I wrote 
it, or why. It’s stuck with me 
though. The first part is easy. The second 
part can be difficult. It reminds me that 
things are not always as they seem, and 
that sometimes you have to stick with 
something if you want to understand 
what it’s really all about. 

For instance, not long ago I wrote to a 
fellow member about “Users Helping 
Users” a philosophy at the heart, not just 
of Melb PC, but of user groups all over 
the world. 

Anyone who knows me, even if only 
by reputation, knows that I can (and do) 
say controversial things (often on purpose). 
Not in my wildest imagination did I think 
“Users Helping Users” would be one of 
them. For me, this is such a basic concept, 
that I expected it would be universally 
known and understood. 

To my surprise the recipient had never 
heard of the concept. In fact, it was so 
foreign to him, he implied that I was 
making it up! 

To say that I was astounded would be 
the understatement of the year. The more 
I thought about it the less sense it made. 
How I wondered, could a member not 
know something this fundamental? 

That’s where the second part of my 
favourite saying comes into play (the 
paying attention part). The lesson from 
that exchange wasn’t about one member 
not knowing, but that if one member 
didn’t know there had to be more in the 
same boat, for whatever reason. 

I’m sure that’s one reason for confusion 
when someone comments that “Melb PC 
is a volunteer organisation”. Saying that 
“its a volunteer organisation” isn’t a way 
to avoid responsibility. It's a description 


of members’ relationships with each other. 


We are a group of users of personal 
computers that have joined together for 
our mutual benefit. That is the basis of 
our community. 

It’s not just our “little” community 
either. It’s a world-wide community. 
Although some Melb PC members only 
have regular contact with their fellow 
Melb PCers, some of us communicate 
with members of user groups from 
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around the world, including some not so 
far away. 

Just the other day I heard from Steven 
Byrne, a member of PC User Group, 
Canberra, and the webmaster of a new 
web site designed to highlight the efforts 
of local Australian developers of share- 
ware, freeware and other downloadable 
software. 

It was timely news, one of our members 
had just asked me if I could suggest ways 
his son could promote his new shareware 
game. I passed the information along and 
had a look at the site myself. It’s well 
designed, and I think the number and 


- variety of programs there will surprise 


some visitors. 

According to Steven, the Ganggang site 
hitp://www.ganggang.com.au features 
more than 850 applications from more 
than 380 local authors Cincluding about 70 
Victorian developers) in 78 categories, for 
all platforms. And all listings are rated, 
reviewed and have download links. 
Steven figures that’s just 30% of what’s 
out there. He’s finding more programs 
every day. I know he’d be glad to hear 
from Melb PC software developers who 
want to have their programs listed. 

Steven says, “At this rate, by year’s end 
we might have 1500 Aussie applications 
listed. Who would have guessed it were 
possible? It highlights the innovation and 
creativity of local developers, many of 
them young 20-somethings either recently 
graduated from university or still studying. 

“Now that I have found all these 
applications and developers, I am also 
beginning to realise that, after the US, 
Australia is probably the most active 
producer of shareware in the world. 
Think about it—how many Canadian 
shareware applications, have you heard 
of recently, or French, English or German 
for that matter. But go to your nearest 
TUCOWS site, and you won't have any 
trouble turning up a whole bunch of 
Aussie applications. Strange but true.” 

If you’re looking for something specific, 
or just looking around, check the Melb PC 
BBS first. When you find a goodie on the 
Ganggang site, be sure to upload it to 
our BBS. Remember, “Users Helping Users”. 

There are innumerable ways for people 
to chip in and help; not all require 
extensive technical knowledge. Those 
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users helping 


users — such a 


basic concepi 





that do are led by people from whom 
you can learn. How many times have 
you thought, “that’s a good idea, I 
wonder why no one has...?” Ideas need 
champions to turn into actions. 


To the members who write to complain 
about my constant badgering, every time 
I bring up the subject, you’re going to 
have to get used to it, or ignore it. 
Because I’m not going to stop. In fact, 
I’m going to be encouraging others to 
talk (and write) about it too. It is the 
most effective way to remind all of us 
about, “Users Helping Users”. 


While I’m at it, I'll give my regular plug 
on members’ submissions for PC Update. 
We've had a nice trickle of new authors 
this year. But we always need more. 


About this issue, and issues to come 


Last year the operating systems theme 
didn’t have many takers. This year I’m 
happy to this theme had more sub- 
missions than any other (so far). 


I hope that as I write this editorial, 
there are more than a few professionals 
scribbling away for the September issue 
(the theme is PCs and the professions). 
It's not too early to start writing for the 
October issue either. I know there are 
lots of happy and sad tales about 


upgrading out there. C 
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ate in 1996, 1BM released Os/2 systems. The icons have also been 

Warp version 4 (OSW4) onto the redesigned, they are more meaningful 
To use al l unsuspecting public. This version, and have a more 3D look. 

while building on the strengths of If you enjoyed customising the look 


previous versions, introduces a and feel of your os/2 desktop, Warp 4 
new direction for IBM’s most popular will not disappoint. It comes with a 
operating system. greater variety of system schemes, and 
Many of the features we know and love introduces a new concept of sound 
th e fe atu res about OS/2 are still there. The object schemes. With the colour schemes you 
oriented desktop is now even more user can set a default look and feel across 
friendly, as it now sports a tool bar called = Your OS/2 desktop and all your folders. 
the WarpCenter. It enables you to open Of course, setting a default, doesn’t stop 
files and programs in the familiar Win 95 you from customising individual folders 
way, as well as enabling you to create for colours and background bitmaps. 
trays of your most regularly used programs. Osw4 now supports both atm and True 
The WarpCenter also features a drives Type fonts directly, these can be configu- 
| recommend monitor which enables you to see the red on a folder-by-folder basis if required. 
available space on your drives, which can The sound schemes give you a choice 
also be turned into an activity monitor. of four different ways for your Os/2 
There are also quick buttons for the system to give audible feedback to you. 
window list, lookup feature, search tool, You are also free to create your own if 
and system shutdown. A system clock is the urge takes you. 


also found on it, which may be turned 


a Pe nti um 100 into a stop watch or a date display. The Installation 


last section of the WarpCenter features The installation procedure for osw4 has 
Warp Guides. These are wizard-like also been improved, though it is still not 
utilities that can guide you through quite up to the standard provided by 


common system tasks. Win 95 or NT. This version of Osw4 
The program and folder views have however does support “Plug and Play” 
been enhanced. As well as being more devices, including PCMCIA cards. Os/2 
with 3 2 M B RAM attractive, the views include a new close should be installable on the majority of 
button on the window frame, similar to hardware systems available, as it comes 
that found in Windows 95 and UNIX with a wide variety of device drivers. 
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Figure 1. OS/2 Warp 4, the best way to run DOS, Windows 3.x, OS/2 Figure 2. The desktop now includes the new WarpCenter 
and Java applications | 
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Figure 3. Retrieve updates and fixes 
automatically over the Internet 


Running DOS and Windows 
applications under 0S/2 


Os/2 Warp 4 is even better at running Dos 
and Windows 3.x applications. Further 
enhancement to the virtual bos machine 
has made osw4 extremely versatile at 
running most current DOS applications, 
including games. Its support of Windows 
applications has improved, with the ability 
to run Windows 3.x applications and 
many Win32S applications, up to v1.25 
of the specification. Osw4 cannot run 
Win 95 or NT applications directly. 


IBM has instead focused Osw4 on a new 
vision of computing, that of Java and the 
networked world. Included with osw4 is 
the Java Virtual Machine v1.01. By the 
time you read this you will be able to 
download the 1.1 version of the virtual 








Intel Triton VX Chipset 





Intel Pentium 166Mhz MMX 


machine from the Internet. Java promises 
many things, amongst them the ability to 
write an application once and have it run 
on different hardware platforms that 
support the Java virtual machine. This 
cuts down on problems such as 
development costs and the time it takes 
to get a product to market, which have 
dogged software developers writing for 
multiple platforms in the past. 

Inm will be delivering further Java 
improvements and technologies via the 
Internet, and future Os/2 releases. There 
are currently over 200,000 developers 
writing for Java, with names like Lotus, 
and Corel amongst them. Soon there will 
be a wide variety of Java applications to 
run, not just on your Os/2 Warp machine, 
but on any operating system that supports 
the Java environment. 


For those who enjoy programming, Os/2 
has a native language called REXX. REXx 
can be used as both a scripting and a 
programming language, the new version | 
released in osw4 is called Object REXx. 
Object REXX uses the latest in Object 
Oriented (OO) techniques to improve the 
REXX language even further. In fact you 
can now download a version of REXX 
called NetRExx, which enables you to 
write REXX applications and turn them 
into Java applications directly! 


Networking 


Networking plays an important role in 
osw4. IBM has positioned Os/2 to be the 
premier networking client and server 
operating system, and its easy to see why. 
It supports all of the major networking 
protocols, and can co-exist easily in a 
heterogeneous network. Connections to 
these networks are easily maintained 
using the connections folder on the os/2 
Desktop. Further improvements have been 
made in relation to remote support for 
osw4, including dial in support for 
customers as well as the TME 10 system, 
licensed from Trivoli, which allows for 
the remote monitoring of hardware/ 
software of an os/2 client. 


You may have dreams of surfing the 
Internet. Well the Internet is nothing but a 
huge network! 0s/2‘s built-in utilities enable 
you to connect to your local Internet 
service provider, or via IBM’s service. The 
Internet is integrated into the Os/2 work- 
place shell, or Desktop. You can create URL 
objects to your favourite sites as well as 
FIP objects to your favourite FTP sites. 
With all this is the latest Os/2 version of 
Netscape 2.02, which is free to all os/2 
users. With it you can surf the web, read 
newsgroups, as well as handle your mail. 
I recommend the Os/2 version of Netscape 
for viewing your mail over the bundled 
version of Ultimail Light provided by IBM. 
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|am writing to let you know that the Perfect 3000 Home 
Office Pentium 166 Mhz computer Systems recently purchased 

from your company has fulfilled all my expectations and its 
performance is excellent. 

Being newly introduced to Windows with this purchase, and not having 
any previous knowledge or familiarity of that operating system, | 
experienced some difficulty in bedding down this system. However, 
with the assistance of yourself and Justin Apperley this was quickly and 
promptly overcome. 

| wish to thank you and Justin for your courteous and friendly after sales 
service; It has been a pleasure doing business with you, and | have no 
hesitation in recommending your company to anyone wishing to 
purchase a similar system. 
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Other improvements 


Another sign of the way computing will 
be done in the future is the facility to 
download fixes and new services from 
the Internet, directly from IBM. By 
selecting the “retrieve software updates” 
button you can update your os/2 Warp 
system with the latest fix packs, as well 
as add additional programs/features. 
Compared to traditional methods, this is 
a much cheaper, and hassle free way of 
providing updates to users around the 
globe. 

Another major addition to osw4 is the 
inclusion of voice navigation and dicta- 
tion. Voice navigation gives you a third 
way, besides your mouse and keyboard, 
to control and manipulate your computer. 
This feature can be used straight away, 
however, for more accurate responses 
from the system it is wise to take the 
system for a 10-minute training session. 

As much fun as voice control can be, 
the biggest benefit comes from voice 
dictation. Some who have used the 
system have proclaimed it nothing more 
than a gimmick, and to some extent this 
is true. To get the most from voice 
dictation you will need at least a Pentium 
100 with 32 MB RAM. You'll also need to 
put in several hours training the system, 
if you want to achieve reasonable 
accuracy. IBM claims that you can use 
the system with no training, and in the 
UsA and Europe, this may be true. IBM 
bundles a American English dictionary in 
the Australian version, and a UK diction- 
ary in the European version. Because of 
the addition of the US dictionary in the 
Australian copy of osw4 I’ve found it 
sometimes works better if I fake an 
American accent! Training however will 
solve this problem. 

It will take several hours to go through 
the training process. You'll need another 
10 to 20 hours to train the system when 
it makes mistakes. The more you correct 
the system the more it learns. So that 
with time it will become more accurate, 
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If OS/2 were a vehicle... 


as well as getting to know words that it 
doesn’t have in its dictionary. For 
example the article you are reading was 
dictated with the VoiceType system in 
Warp 4. So far I have corrected 25 errors, 
most of them being words that the system 
would not have encountered before. I am 
using a Pentium 166 with 32 MB RAM and 
performance is quite acceptable. If I was 
a speed typist I might say it was slow, 
however for the most part I can talk 
much faster than I can type. The only 
caveat I would have is that you must 

talk with discrete speech, that means you 
must put an audible gap in between 
every word you say. It is still, however, 
fun and very impressive technology. 


Other goodies 

A nice set of basic applications come 
bundled with osw4, including a spread- 
sheet, a word processor, database, fax 
software, Lotus Notes Mail as well as a 
device driver CD-ROM. The device driver 
CD-ROM is displayed in your web browser, 
so that you can install the latest drivers, 
or be pointed to an appropriate Internet 
site to retrieve it. 

A sampler CD-ROM is also supplied, on 
it you can read about, and test drive, 
some very nice OS/2 applications. 

Depending on what you install, osw4 
does require more hardware than the 
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Customize the desktop. 


# Choose a background image. 
@ Select automatic lockup. 
@ Backup system tiles automatically. 


Ta get started, click on Do It. 
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Figure 5. Let the Warp 





cartoonist Rob Pickford 


previous version. Without voice control 
and dictation and networked features it 
could quite happily run on a 486 DX/2 
with 12 MB RAM, with all of the features 
installed I would recommend a Pentium 
100 with at least 32 MB RaM. 


Is it for you? 
If you’re an OS/2 user, Warp 4 is a decent 
upgrade. However if you are looking for 
something to run genuine Windows 95 
and NT applications you should look at 
those platforms respectively. Application 
availability has been one of the perceived 
failures of Os/2, even though you can 
currently pick from amongst any one of 
three thousand 0s/2 applications, as well 
as most DOs and Windows 3.x applications. 
In actual fact Os/2 Warp can run more 
applications than any other operating 
system available today, and that is what 
an operating system is supposed to do! 
IBM, however, is now focusing a great 
deal of resources towards Java, and it is 
Java that will feature prominently in 0s/2‘s 
future. As more Java applications become 
available, Os/2 users will have even more 
choices. With the momentum building up 
behind Java, combined with the perform- 
ance and ease of use built in to the basic 
Os/2 system, could once again move OSs/2 
into a position of prominence in the 
computer industry. O 
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Guides help in setting up your system 
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Life Science Mysteries: 
The Green Files 


cience doesn’t have to be 
boring, as Corel’s interact- 
ive Life Science Mysteries 
show. The Green Files 
teaches about cell structure 
and the effects of the environment 
on living organisms. Along the way, 
the user will conduct scientific 
experiments and hopefully 
develop his research skills. 

Aimed at ages nine to sixteen 
the action in The Green Files 
occurs on board a ship called the 
Blue Whale. You are given two 
separate assignments: 


¢ Oil Spill, which requires research 
into the underwater life at Baron 
Coral Reef in the Pacific Ocean 
following a massive oil spill. This 
involves collecting, examining 
and classifying plant specimens 
into kingdoms. You also deter- 
mine the effect of oil on plants’ 
ability to photosynthesise. 

e The Gemco Disaster, which 


requires an assessment of the 
environmental damage caused 








Info Box 









Life Science Mysteries: 
The Green Files 





Minimum system 
requirements 


¢ 480DX-33 processor 
© 8 MB RAM 
Windows 3.1 

~@ 256-colour display 


e Sound Blaster or compatible 
sound card 


e Mouse 
¢ Double-speed cp-rom drive 
4 MB free hard disk space 















Availability and Cost 


Available from most Corel 
retailers. Contact Corel 
Customer Service Centre on 
1800 658 850. 
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Bernadette Houghton | 





by dumping of toxic waste on 
Coco Bay Island. This involves 
analysing and classifying soil, 
water and vegetation samples 
from different parts of the 
island and determining which 
parts of Coco Bay Island the 
toxic waste has affected. 
To complete the assignments, 
you explore various rooms of the 
Blue Whale, clicking on objects, 
reviewing the audio-visual materials 
and following any written or 
verbal instructions you are given. 
There is also an online hyper- 
linked textbook, the Learn Zone, 
which you can refer to at any 
time. This contains 6 short lessons: 


¢ Science and Technology: 
Observations and Inferences 

e The Scientific Method 

© Characteristics and Needs of 
Organisms 





; a ae gare eee” Tested samples At, B1, B2, and C 
e The Structure and Function of E fog i to detemine their characteristics. 
Cells a | : ‘Sample 41: Soil trom Coca Bay Area 4 
& ivi : : ‘g 7 &. cellular structure / non-cellular structure | 
How Cells Grow, Divide and We Eg ere a | 
Specialise : c. organism / non-organism 
® Scientific Naming of Organisms — : ‘a 
Lessons also contain quizzes, be 4. cellular structure / non.cellular structure 
: : : : bs. ruiticellular / unicellular 
music clips and interactive games | | c. organism /non-organisi 


that help to reinforce the material. 
You can use any of the 
equipment and facilities on the 
ship, including a microscope, 
e-mail, fax machine and video 
conference system. Hints are 
available at any time by clicking 
an intercom. At the end of each 
assignment, you report your 
findings. If your conclusions are i; 
accurate, you'll be thanked and Phase 6 - Cytokinesis 








congratulated; otherwise you'll be ee (tus stage begins toward the ead of telophase, The cytoplasm in 
the cell divides by the cell membrane moving . 
urged to re-evaluate your brevand Botella = Seaccow utd 4s sincbodaad 


findings. Once the assignments : two separate daughter cells are made. In plant 
3 cells, a cell plate forms in the muddle of the two 
are complete, you can continue cells and the cell wall forrns around each cell, 
to explore the Blue Whale, 
viewing the audio-visual materials 
and browsing the Learn Zone. 
Life Science Mysteries: The Levels of Organization 
Green Files makes learning fun. ; 
It provides extensive reinforce- 
ment for the material you learn 
at your own pace. It is sure to 
be a much-used resource for 
schools and libraries. 


| Ina unicellular organism, one single cell performs all the functions 
_ that the cell needs to live. In a multicellular organism, 


Page 5 











Dial-Up Networking in 
NT 4.0 Workstation 
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Figure 1. Dial-Up connection in Windows NT 


4.0 Workstation 


etting up a Dial-Up Networking 
connection in NT 4.0 Workstation 
is much the same as in Windows 
95. The difference lies only in the 
way you do the setup. The 
example outlined below sets up a 
relatively simple Dial-Up Networking 
connection to the Melbourne PC User 
Group’s Internet service. It doesn’t cover 
more complex configurations. 





Create a new Dial-Up Connection 


In Windows 95 you can create a new 
connection by selecting Make New 
Connection, enter the name of the 
service and the number to dial. Then— 
via properties—set up the Configuration. 


Edit Phonebook Entry 
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Bure 20 Eli Brit and Meter Properties in Windows NT 4.0 Workstation 


Then, from within Dial-Up Networking/ 
Explorer view, select Connections/ 
Settings from the menu to set up your 
user preferences, such as the number of 
times to dial and amount of time to 
pause between re-dial attempts, etc. 
Finally, you go to Start/Programs/ 
Accessories, choose Dial-Up Scripting 
Tool and associate the login script file 
with the Dial-Up networking connection 
[Ed: if you use PAP with the PPP protocol, 
you do not need to use a script file. 
Another reason to choose PAP with PPP 
over a SLIP connection, is that Melb PC is 


switching all connections to PPP, with PAP. 


— CAD] 
In NT 4.0 Workstation, from within 
PPP TCPAIF Settings 


| , | e Server asvig ed P aduiess 
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Figure 2b. Specify login script file for Windows NT 4.0 Workstation 
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Explorer, select Dial-Up Networking to 
get a dialog box with a dropdown list, 
from which you select the service you 
want to dial (Figure 1). From here, you 
complete the entire configuration. Click 
on the More... button and you are 
presented with a menu of choices. The 
menu items most ordinary users are 
interested in are Edit, Entry and Modem 
Properties, and User preferences. 


Edit Entry and Modem Properties 


Select Edit Entry and Modem Properties 
and a tabbed dialog box pops up. There 
are separate tabs for Basic, Server, Script 
(Figure 2c), Security and X25. Of these, 
you will most likely be interested in the 
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Figure 2c. Enter Server and protocol settings in Windows NT 4.0 Workstation 


first three, only. /Ed: you need to check 
that the “security settings” is plain text 
and Microsoft Encryption, (the default).— 
CAD] 

Under the Basic tab (Figure 2a), you 
enter the name of the connection, phone 
number to dial and so on. Against 
number, you can elect to enter 
alternative numbers to dial and cycle 
through each one. 

Under Script (Figure 2b), enter the 
name of the login script file to run. 


From the Server tab (Figure 2c), select 
e Dial-Up Server Type 


e Network Protocols and TcP/IP settings 
e Enable software compression 

e Enable ppp Lcp Extensions. 

When you have finished, click OK. 


User and logon preferences 


Finally, when you are returned to the 
main Dial-Up Networking dialog box, 
click on the More.. button once again. 
This time, select User Preferences. Enter 
your preferences for number of redial 
attempts and the amount of time to 
pause between redialing (Figure 3). 


Figure 3. User Preferences 


That’s it for NT 4.0 Workstation. No 
doubt you have to enter the same 
amount of information as for Windows 
95, but at least you’re doing it from the 
one place, not three as in Windows 95. 


Summary 


Table 1 summarises the differences be- 











tween Win 95 and Win NT 4 Workstation. 
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Australian-made Embedded Computers: PC/104 or ISA bus 


PC540/1 PC/104 Computers 
These computers use the PC/104 bus, an 


international standard for embedded systems. 


The X86 instruction sets suit standard PC 
compilers, or the $179 Pacific C Compiler. 
These boards use the 80C188EB and V51 
CPUs. 


The boards run programs from PROM or a 
FLASH-based DOS provides the familiar 
DOS environment. DRAM to | Mbyte or 
CMOS RAM to 512 Kbyte is available. 


| Both boards have two serial ports oe 

compatible on the 541), - 
RTC, EEPROM 

' and Xilinx 
gate arrays 
for additional 
1/O. The 540 | 
has 40 I/O lines, — 
The 541 has hard/ 
floppy disk and 
LPT interfaces. They Va 
are $350/$450 each. 








JBLOCK Modular I/O for PCs, 
Embedded Single-board CPUs 


JED has developed.» 
a range of I/O o 
modules for 
industrial real- 
world I/O for 
a variety of 
applications 
driven from 


SBCs or PCs. = 


A 26-way ribbon cable, called a JBUS cable, 
runs in multi-drop mode from an I/O port 

on any single-board computer to a 26-pin 
connector on each I/O module. JBUS has an 
8-bit address and bi-directional data bus, and 
low-true READ, WRITE, and ADDRESS 
strobes. Timing is simple: strobe adddress 
and then data into the modules. An address 
switch in the top of each module sets up the 
address. Up to 63 modules are addressable, 
with 8 I/O per module. Modules released are 
8 relay out, 8 opto in, 8 analog (12-bit) in 
and PC printer port to JBUS. 









$300 PROM Programmer 


This no-fuss programmer plugs into a 
PC's printer port, and 
automatically ! 
writes ’ 
PROMs 
from 

8 k to 

4 Mbytes. 









AT350, AT351 LCD/EL VGA 


JED has released a family of ISA-bus VGA 
interfaces to electroluminescent, mono, 
passive and active (TFT) liquid crystal panels. 
These boards offer a ie solution, ips the 
ISA bus to the ee a 
back-panel 
boards with @ 
inverters, , #*, 
etc. ~ 


JED Microprocessors Pty. Ltd. Phone (03) 9762 3588 Fax (03) 9762 5499 
Office 7, 5/7 Chandler Road (PO Box 30), 


Boronia, Victoria, 3155 
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See our data sheets at 
www.jedmicro.com.au 




















e complete title for this product 
is Micrografx Windows Draw 5 
Graphics and Print Studio. Having 
explored (but by no means 
exhausted) its graphics designing 
and manipulation possibilities, I believe 
it lives up to its impressive title. Inciden- 
tally, it is also a suite of Microsoft Office- 
Compatible products, which means that if 
you are already using Microsoft Office, 
you will find that its toolbars, menus and 
shortcut keys are largely already familiar 
to you and that many tasks are performed 
by using similar procedures. However, 
despite these reassuring likenesses, there 
is such a range of actions that can be 
performed by the various components of 
this drawing package that I would expect 
you, like me, would require much more 
than an hour or two to become comfort- 
ably familiar with it. 


General description 


Draw 5 is presented on two CD-ROMs. 

The first of these contains, in addition to 

the installation setup, the suite of five 

applications. These are 

¢ Windows Draw 5—the controlling 
application 

e Instant 3D—to construct 3D figures or 
text 


e Photo Magic—to treat photo images 
with special effects 


© Apc Media Manager—to preview and 
select clipart and photo images 


Info Box 
Micrografx Windows Draw 5 


Minimum system requirements 


480DX/33 processor 

Windows 95/NT 3.51 

8 MB RAM (12 MB recommended) 
Hard drive with 45 MB of free space 


High-resolution video (vGa, 256 
colours) 


CD-ROM drive 
¢ Mouse or other pointing device 


Price and availability 


Available from major software houses 
at around $65 











Micrografx Windows DRAW 5 


e ABC QuickSilver—to place, view and 
edit DRAW files inside Web pages. 


The second CD-ROM provides a mass of 
support material, including 


¢ More than 300 Project Wizards 

e More than 20,000 clip art figures and 
photo-images — 

e More than 250 typefaces 


e More than 50 a and export 
graphics filte: ar 





Installation of the Policies and some 
support material is required before you 

can start using the programs. You have 

three options 


e Typical—requires 71,324 KB of hard 
disk space ; 

e Compact—still requires 62,224 KB of 
hard disk space 


e Custom—make your own choices. 


If you can afford the space (and you 
really shouldn’t be considering running 
Draw unless you can) I recommend the 
Typical installation. You can probably 
prune back later on—for example, 30 
True Type fonts (out of the 250 or so 
available) are installed and you’re 
unlikely to need all of those. 


Setup does not provide for the 
installation of Micrografx ABC QuickSilver. 
This is because QuickSilver is actually a 
plug-in that works with your Internet 
Web browser (Microsoft Internet Explorer 
or Netscape Navigator) to enable you to 
view DRW files. You can look at them in 
your browser or embed them in an HTML 
script and view them when you open 
the file. You execute either MICROSFT.EXE 
Or NETSCAPE.EXE from the CD-ROM to install 
QuickSilver. It acts as an ActiveX control 
for the Internet Explorer and as a plug-in 
for Netscape Navigator. 


QuickSilver is actually provided free of 
charge on the Internet and is available 
from the Web site hitp://micrografx.com/ 
quicksilver. Web developers can use 
Micrografx Designer to create Web pages 
(creating objects and setting their 
properties), but you need only your 
browser to simply view them. Full details 
of the features of QuickSilver are 
provided at the site, together with 
instructions on how to use them. 










"Bob Bare 
comprehensive 
Project Wizard 

and extensive 


design library 





Using Draw 5 

On first starting Draw you are presented 
with a choice 

e Start with Project Wizard... 

e Start with blank page... 

e Learn about Draw... 

e Open file... 

e Cool Draw Demo... 

This lead-in is typical of the assistance 
provided within the application. Certainly 
the simplest way of actually using Draw 
is to opt for the Project Wizard, but you 
do have to choose among the 300 or so 
projects and templates to proceed 
further. These are grouped in 18 major 
categories, including Awards, Blank 
Pages, Brochures, Business Cards and so 
forth. Let us assume you have selected 
Diagrams. You can then select from 11 
subdivisions, which include Block 
Diagram, Comparison Chart, Family Tree, 
Flowchart and even Graph Paper. The 
Wizard provides all the help you are 
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® Micrografx Windows Draw - [Drawing1] 
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Figure 2. Preparing a direction map 


likely to need for every step of the way 
to completion of your masterpiece of the 
moment. 

There are more than 30 drawing tools 
provided via both the dockable toolbars 
and the menus, certainly including all the 
features you could expect to see in a 
good drawing program. There are also a 
few you may not have expected, like a 
spelling checker. There is plenty of 
material to explore. 

Instant 3D, Photo Magic and aBc Media 
Manager can be used independently, but 
they are also directly accessible from 
within DRAW. The first two can be 
invoked by clicking on the /nsert menu, 
selecting Object, then choosing from the 
presented list. Incidentally, this provides 
a third option, More objects... which 
conveniently displays a dialog box listing 
other graphics design programs you may 
have on your computer. Using this box, 
I added Microsoft Clipart Gallery, 
Microsoft WordArt 2.0 and Micrografx 
Picture Publisher 6.0 to the presented 
list. Photo Magic is actually a limited 
edition of Picture Publisher 6.0. 

By clicking on the /nsert menu, then 
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“ Micrografx Windows Draw - [Drawing3] 


What would you tke to do? Chick 
a task belove: 


e Add Map Gtaphecs 

2 Draw Vana Thee Reads 

e Label a Mauhecay or Dect 
Steich and Rotate Roads 
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To draw an ‘ArowShape 


: Cick the AnonShapes tot 2 on the Inset toolbar. a 
Click the arrow you want to daw : 


Click and drag the mouse pointer until the arrow is the 
desied size. ; 
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the drawing without 
altering the actual template. 
Tips 
« Fora brief description of a 
project, select the project 
and watch the ot 


the next page in one step, 
double-click the project 
eo 


E> GoBack to Wizard... | 
iain waaamacea pinion) relia AAS 


Me B89.11920m 816.68 17.67 om 





Figure 3. Following Wizard instructions 


selecting Clipart, you call up the ABC 
Media Manager. For most of the material 
indexed in this application, you will need 
the Contents CD-ROM tosbeyin place. Then 
it's simply a matter of selecting a thumb- 
bnail image from its catalogue and using 
drag and drop to plant the image into 
your working space in Draw. Although I 
have mentioned it before, in earlier 
reviews, it is worth repeating that Media 
Manager provides transparent file 
conversion. This means you can drag 
and drop images of more than 50 
different file formats in and out of the 
Media Manager without calling up the 
appropriate filter. 






Using Instant 3D 


Two Resource Catalogs provide materials 
for your dynamic designs. Each 
contributes a range of objects, presented 
as thumbnails and you have the choice 
of textures to provide the required finish. 
These include such items as aluminium, 
brass, apple and even coins. A range of 
lighting effects is on offer and there is 
also a choice of backdrops. You can add 
text and, although the hanes for 
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Figure 4. Photo Magic 
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selecting the text style, bevel style and 
texture could hardly be simpler, there is 
even a Text Wizard available for these 
operations. 


Using Photo Magic 

You use this program in virtually the 
same manner as Picture Publisher. As the 
latter has been reviewed in PC Update 
on two previous occasions (December 
1994 and April 1996), little more needs 
to be said, except to confirm that the 
package is both simple to use and highly 
effective. Photo Magic includes more 
than 50 special effects tools to enhance 
that special image. You can incorporate 
texture changes by using watercolour or 
charcoal effects and introduce controlled 
distortions such as warp and twirl. The 
online help is substantial and includes a 
series of useful tutorials. 


Conclusion 


This package is ideal for the beginner, 
with its comprehensive Project Wizard 
and extensive design and image library, 
yet it is capable of providing good sup- 
port for the more experienced designer. 0 
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Figure 5. A choice of Rackarouris 

















OpenDOS 7.01 





or all you diehard Dos jockeys, there 
is life after Windows 95. Caldera 
Inc. has purchased the rights to 
Novell bos 7 (aka DR Dos) and re- 
released it as Openpos 7.01. More 
interestingly Openbos is free for non- 
commercial use. Caldera has released 
Openbos in a similar manner to LINUX. 
Even the source code is to be released. 

Caldera has also promised to release a 
suite of Internet tools that will even work 
on a 286! To take advantage of this dev- 
elopment, just download Openbos from 
Caldera’s web site at bitp:/Avww.caldera. 
com. While you’re at it, you can also read 
the news about Openbdos developments. 

Openbos is more than just a clone of 
MS-Dos. It is an advanced operating system 
that comes in two flavours. One with a 
suite of networking tools, including 
Personal Netware, that unpacks to five 
1.4 MB floppies, the other a “Lite” version 
—without networking—that unpacks to 
three floppies. 

Openbos is a full-featured Dos that can 
multitask on Pentium, 486 and 386 
systems. It also contains Novell 
Personal NetWare for easy 
peer-to-peer networking. 
Openpbos has tools for defrag- 
ging hard drives, DPMS 
(Display Power Management 
Support), DPMI (Microsoft’s 
bos Protected Mode Interface) 
memory management and 
Stacker disk compression. A 
complete on-disk manual, 
called DOSBOOK, is provided. 

Openbos also includes the 
Novell vim client, which 


supports all versions of 








Tel: (03) 9899-4744 
Fax: (03) 9897-3939 








If DOS were a vehicle.... 
cartoonist Rob Pickford 


Greg Eden 


Netware, including Personal NetWare and 
Advanced Netware versions 2.x, 3.x and 
4.x. This includes the Personal NetWare 
server and a large number of Dos net- 
work card drivers. 

The Openpos license means that if you 
run computers in a not-for-profit environ- 
ment, for example a school, religious 
organisation or charity, you may freely 
use Openbos. This could save hundreds 
of dollars in license fees for Dos and 
peer-to-peer network software alone. 


Switching from MS DOS to OpenDOS 


To make the switch, you will need to 
learn some new commands and modify 
any old ms-Dos batch files, as Openbos 
doesn’t mimic all of Ms-bos. Openbos 

also uses DPMS memory so that it can load 
programs and device drivers outside of the 
normal 640 KB, and multitask Dos programs 
As a consequence you must use the 
Openbos cache and memory management 
tools. Tools designed for Ms-Dos will not 
work correctly with Openbos. 

Openbos can be configured as a plain 
bos by loading 
HIMEM.SYs and 
ignoring the rest, 
but this cripples 
its best features. 
Although, a plain 
setup is the best 
way to play DOOM, 
as DOOM does not 
cohabit happily 
with DPMS memory. 
You can set up a 
configuration menu 
in CONFIG.SYS SO 
that you can select 


has alde Ca. | ne. 
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environments at bootup. Both Windows 
3.1 and Workgroups 3.11 operate quite 
happily under Openpos, the install program 
will add a group to your desktop if 
Windows is installed before Openpos. 

I have tried Opendos on four computers 
withm only one compatibility problem—a 
machine on which, for some inexplicable 
reason, the CD-ROM driver would not load 
if the machine was booted from the hard 
drive. When it was booted from a floppy 
disk, the driver in question operated 
correctly. I suggest that before you chuck 
out your old pos, it would be sensible 
for you to make a copy of your old 
CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT files. Keep 
them handy just in case you need to 
restore your system to its former glory. 


Should you switch? 


Openbos is not for everyone. It will 
greatly enhance the capabilities of older 
386 and 486 machines that still run Dos. 
But there is a learning curve. 

Openbos commands are not identical to 
the Ms-bos commands you already know. 
Memory management is quite compli- 
cated. A comprehensive set up program 
configures your machine for you, but to 

solve problems, say for example the 
above mentioned solution for running 
DOOM, you will have to understand DpMI. 


Last words 


The Openbos internet browser WebSpyder 
is now in beta test and is downloadable. 
If you are interested in seeing if Openbos 
can put life back into your own machine, 
or just curious, download it, and try it You 
have nothing to loose, except perhaps the 
time required to restore your old Dos. O 
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Scalable window for TV from icon size to full screen 
with title frame. 
Full screen TV without title frame. 


Channel "surfing" freeze-frame of each channel for U 
program selection. 

Very little CPU utilization, have your favourite program wy j 
running in a corner of your screen whilst you work on ty lA } 
your other windows apps. we 


Freeze-frame TV images and capture to your favourite 
windows-based paint program. 

Teletext in multiple page mode, with DDE and 
background capture in ASCII text mode. 


The Win/TV pci card runs only on a PCI bus under Windows 95 using 
a graphics card that supports Direct Draw. Most cards under 
12 months old will be OK, a new graphics card (ET6000 
with 2 MB RAM) is available for $100, installed. 


RRP for this fantastic product 
is $299, inclusive of sales tax. 
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REBUILDS 


To order, please phone for appointment or fax 
Morris Tobias at Computer Rebuilds. 

& 
Payment by VISA, MasterCard, Bankcard or cash. 
Fax orders will be accepted, but you must include a 
copy of your membership card on the fax. 
For delivery anywhere in Australia add $10. 


Phone 9428 4413 Fax 9427 9279 
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ur forthcoming move to Dorcas 
Street is taking up a lot of our 
time both in the planning and 
documentation, as well as in 
the office, as they prepare for 
the re-location. A lot has been done, but 
every day we find something else that 
has to be fitted into the schedule. 


Important matters, like the location of 
the Coke machine so that it is available 
at all hours, are getting just the same 
consideration as everything else! 

By the time you read this the building 
refurbishment works will be out to tender, 
and work on site will commence later 
in the month. The landlord’s external 
refurbishment and internal modifications 
should also be complete. 





Internet 


Much of our planned expansion and 
investment in new equipment has been 
held back over the past months as it was 
not practical to increase the number of 
lines for a short period. 

In the meantime, the new digital 56 kbps 
equipment we have been waiting for is 
now coming onto the market in what 
would seem to be perfect timing for our 
move. Our existing Dataplex modems, 
which are only twelve months old, will 
be upgraded also to 33.6 kbps. These 
will continue to be more than adequate 
for most of our members but, if possible, 
will be converted to use digital 
technology. 

As one of the first steps in preparing 
for the move, we are changing all our 
120-minute lines to pap dialling as from 
Monday 4 August 1997. This protocol has 
been found to be so much more reliable 
than the scripted ppp or the once-favoured 
sLip, and it is to help you prepare for the 
move that we are doing it at this time. 

Although nothing ever works completely 
according to plan, we are aiming for a 
seamless transfer as we move from one 
address to another. Murphy, please take 
a holiday. 


Honorary Life Members 


Elsewhere in this issue you will find the 
notification of the Special General Meeting 
to bestow Honorary Life Memberships on 

Bruce Elliott and Charles Wright. 
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let us know. 


Due to business commitments, Bruce 
Elliott has been forced to resign as 
Treasurer, a position he has held for 
three-and-a-half years. Bruce was ap- 
pointed at a time when Melb PC was in 
a poor financial position, and and his 
professional knowledge and skill have 
enabled us to budget carefully to meet 
changing conditions, and to bring us to 
the secure financial position we are in 
today. 


Charles Wright has been President three 
times, Vice-President four times and served 
on the committee many other times since 
1988. He served on the committee during 
some of the most difficult times when the 
group was taken to the brink of extinction. 
He was also successful in finding Bruce 
Elliott at a time when we needed him 
most. 


Charles had continued to work behind 
the scenes with the Internet team until 
last month. His work commitments have 
also become more demanding. It is most 
appropriate that proper recognition be 
given to the work he has done. 


I trust you will all support me in 
recognising the time, work and effort 
both Bruce and Charles have devoted to 
Melb PC. 


A couple of months ago I expressed 
concern that our Dial Help pages may 
not be up to date. 


Gloria Simos took up the task with 
great enthusiasm and contacted everyone 
on the list to ensure that it is now 
current. Some names have been deleted, 
and some headings are now deleted as 
many older software and hardware 
products are no longer of interest. 


A few headings may have a vacant 
sign where we now seek someone to 
volunteer to provide occasional advice 
and assistance. If you feel you could 
help, please contact Gloria by leaving 
a message at the office (or e-mail to 


— gsimos@melbpc.org.au) and she will be 


pleased to add your name to the list. 


If you can provide help in some new 
field we are not covering presently please 


Home visit assist 

While on the subject of helping, I have 
mentioned helping members in their own 
homes. From the letters and messages I 
have had, there is a real need for this 
type of assistance for those who may be 
restricted in their activities or mobility for 
One reason or another. 

Last month I mentioned the offer by 
Ian Felsenthal to assist me with this, 
based on his own experience with the 
University of the Third Age. Ian has now 
set up a database to enable him to find 
suitable help—although to date his list 
of helpers is longer than his list of those 
asking for help. 

As mentioned earlier, the main problem 
is to overcome the reserve of the one 
who needs the help but is too shy to ask. 
When I read of the modest way most 
members understate their capabilities and 
experience when offering help, it is quite 
obvious that these members are pleased 
to be able to share what they have learnt 
with someone else. We can all muddle 
along by ourselves, but the swapping and 
sharing of knowledge with others enables 
us all to get the most out of an enjoyable 
pastime. 

I took the opportunity to mention this 
recently when I visited the Retirees SIG, 
but naturally enough they are already 
doing it quietly amongst themselves. 
However, many members are unable to 
attend even a daytime sic. If they can 


Special diary date 


When: Friday 15 August, 


6.30 pm 


Seminar-format course: 
Equipment for the Small 
Office/Home Office 


Three hours 
$15 


Melb PC 
66 Albert Road 
South Melbourne 


(03) 9699 6222 


What: 


Length: 
Cost:: 
Where: 


Book: 
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go, they may still be too reticent to put their hand 
up to ask a question. 

Ian Felsenthal has kindly permitted me to 
publish his contact for Home Visit Assist. Ian’s 
phone number is (03) 9584 6391, or e-mail him at 
imf@melbpc.org.au. If you are available to help 
with this program, or if you would like someone 
to help you, please contact Ian. 


Orientation days 

As we are right in the middle of the move and we 
don’t want you to see how dis-organised we really 
are, I will not be holding an Orientation day this 
month. 

The next one will be in October probably, in the 
new offices, so I’m afraid you will have to hold off 
until then. Hopefully we will have something really 
grand to show you. 


Seminar nights 

Lynn Pollock’s three-hour training seminars are still 
attracting good numbers. I have tried to get him to 
re-run some of his previous ones following the 
requests for repeats, but he still comes up with new 
and interesting topics each month. 

On Friday 15 August 1997, starting at 6.30 pm 
the subject will be “Equipment for the Small Office/ 
Home Office”. For only $15, Lynn will show and 
talk about using your PC for faxing, scanning, 
optical character recognition, etc. 

As always, bookings are essential, so call the 
office on (03) 9699 6222. Do it now before the 
class is booked out! 


On to next month 
In the meantime, it’s back to choosing colours, 
trying to make things fit in, making sure there are 
enough power points around, and all those other 
bits and pieces. Who knows what equipment we 
will be using in five years time that we need to 
make provision for now? 

And of course, before I forget, I have to find 
somewhere to put that Coke machine! 


Best wishes, 


Stan 







CYBEC PTY LTD 
Web: www.vet.com.au 
Sales: 1300 364 750 


Antivirus Software 
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Automatic Virus Protection 
&} Internet & Email Protection 
DX] Free Updates mailed for 1 year 


‘Free phone support for | year 
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following motions: 













Special General Meeting 


Special General Meeting will 
be held starting at 6.30 pm 
on Wednesday 6 August 1997 
at the Pharmacy College, 
381 Royal Parade, Parkville. 

The only business at this meeting 
will be to put and vote on the 


That Bruce Elliott be made 
an Honorary Life Member in 


Slash", 80% Off Inkjet Costs! 
wi" Inkjet Refill Kits 


Up to 30 Refills from $35! 


@ Easy to Use - just follow instructions 
@ Original Cartridge Performance 


Bill Ford, Secretary 


recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to the Group. 
Proposed by: Stan Johnstone 
Seconded by: Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
That Charles Wright be made 
an Honorary Life Member in 
recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to the Group. 
Proposed by: Carol Daniels 
Seconded by: Stan Johnstone O 








® Solid Blacks & Vivid Colours 
@ Highest Grade American Inks 
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Hewlett Packard 


500/Portable/DW300 51608/33A 
; 51626A/33M 
400/500 Series 51625 
51629A 
600/660/690C 51649A 


690C Photo Cart C1816A 
820/850/870/1600c 51645A 


820/850/870 51641A 
1200 C/MY/B 51640 
Epson 


Stylus 400/800/1000 SO20025/39 


$020034 
Stylus CoVPro/XL_ { Sais 
$020047 
Stylus Col II/IIs $020049 


Stylus Col 820/200 $020047 
Stylus Col 820/1500 SO20049 
Stylus Col 1500 SO20062 
Stylus Col 400/500/600 SO20093 
Stylus Col 200/500 $020097 
Stylus Col 800 SO20108 
Stylus Col 400/600/800 SO20089 


# of Refills 


4 Black $35 
4 Black $45 
4 each colour $45 
4 Black $45 
4 each colour $45 
4 each colour $45 
3 Black $45 
2 each colour $45 
3oficolour $45 


4 Black $35 


3 Black $35 
2 each colour $45 
6 Black $35 
4 each colour $45 
6 Black $35 
4 each colour $45 
2 Black $35 
6 Black $35 
4 each colour $45 
4 Black $35 


2 each colour $45 


Premium Coated § High Gloss 
Inkjet Paper Photo Paper 


for 720/1440 dpi Suits Most 
Amazing Resolution! { Inkjet printers 


PAULUS) aTsX2) 0) 10 Sheets 
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100 Sheets 


To Suit Cart. No.  # of Refills 
Canon 
BJ10/Starwriter BCO1 5 Black $35 
BJ200/230/BJC210 BCO2 5 Black $35 
BJC210 BCO5 4 each colour $45 
BJI201Bk 6 Black $35 
BJC600/610/620 BJI2Z01CMY 2eachcolour $45 
BJ300/330 BJI642 3 Black $35 
BJC4000/4 100 fJumboBC20 4 Black $45 
& ‘200455 BCI21Bk 30 Black $45 
BCI21C 10 each colour $45 
BJC4200/4550 Photo Cart BC22 6 each colour $45 
BJ30/BJC70 BCI10Bk 15 Black $35 


BCI11Bk 30 Black $35 


BJC70 BCI11C 20 each colour $45 


Lexmark / IBM 
4076/1020 1380620 3 Black $45 
1380619 2 each colour $45 


C-itoh / Xerox 
CJ300/4004 CJ300/8R7638 3 Black $45 


FREE Delivery Australia-Wide 


lron-On T-Shirt Inkjet 
Transfer Paper OF-Ta tale le(-1-) 


Suits All Great Prices on: 
Talo) e) dla) (les HP, Canon, Epson, 


5 Sheets Lexmark, & others 


Original & 
Compatible 





20 Briggs Street Caulfield South 3162 
Phone, Fax & Mail Order Available 


Fax: (03) 9532 7470 


Mon-Fri: 9 - 5 O 


Saturday: 9 -12 i x". 


Tel: (03) 9532 9070 mun 








Recognita Plus 3.2 


his optical character recognition 

(OCR) program has gained an 

excellent reputation from its 

previous editions. As most readers 

will recall the detailed review of 
version 3.0 of Recognita Plus (PC Update, 
June 1996), this review deals mainly with 
the improvements and changes made in 
this Current version. 

A few words need to be said about 
the general nature of the product. The 
manual describes Recognita Plus as 
“.. an omni-font pre-trained and trainable 
ocr software for page processing”. It is 
Windows-based and can successfully read 
documents of all common font styles, 
even when these are mixed and in 
various sizes. A special button is invoked 
to read dot-matrix printout and the 
program can read fax files. It can even 
read hand-printed text. Bar codes and 
optical marks are also covered. It can 
automatically separate text and graphics 
and handles tables and columnar text. 

Recognita also provides a WYSIWYG 
editor for reformatting text, recognises 
input from scanners and is capable of 
reading many languages. 
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The package 


Recognita Plus v3.2 (Rc32) is presented as 
a complete application, not a set of 
upgrade disks for the earlier version. 
However, the packaging itself is slimmer 
(and less robust) than its predecessor. 
The program is supplied on eight 3.5-inch 
disks, three more than in version 3.0. 

The main user’s guide is identical to the 
spiral-bound manual supplied for v3.0, 
but it is accompanied by a slimmer 52- 
page guide which takes account of all the 
additions and changes introduced in Rc32. 


New features 


RC32 is designed as a 32-bit application. It 
runs under Windows 95 or Windows NT, 
so most new features relate to benefits 
derived from using these. For example, 
Installation is now completed under the 
umbrella of a Setup Wizard and an Uninstall 
program is also available. The 32-bit archi- 
tecture provides a speed advantage, particu- 
larly when running multiple applications. 

The general appearance of the opening 
and text processing screens remains un- 
changed. That will comfort v3.0 users, but 
many subtleties come into play when you 
operate the program. 


Quick launch 


Installing Rc32, puts a fast-launch button 
in your operating system’s taskbar. You 
can use this to start RC32 processing data 
from a file or your scanner, bypassing 
the Rc32 screen altogether. Thus you can 
start up say, Word for Windows (or any 
other Windows text handling program), 
position the cursor at the point you want 
to insert the text, and left-click on the 
fast-launch button. If for example you are 
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very professional, 


worthy of serious 


consideration 


reading from a file, you enter the file 
name in the dialog box that appears, then 
watch as the text is processed and 
inserted into Word. Using the sample file 
supplied with Rc32, the processing was 
completed in less time than it will take 
you to read this description. RC32 also 
handles multiple files and multi-sheet 
scanning (with an automatic document 
feeder), 


This very effective enhancement replaces 
the need to create special menu items in 
your Word for Windows’ System menu, 
something that was necessary to perform 
similar functions using Recognita v3.0. 
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Figure 2. Converting in MS Word with 
18 





Figure 3. Right-click on an image file for 


Figure 4. Sending text from an image by 
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Info Box 
Recognita Plus 3.2 


Minimum system requirements 

_e@ MS Windows 95 or NT 

| e AT 386, PS/2 or compatibles 

© 8 MB RaM (16 MB recommended) 

_@ 15 to 25 MB spare hard disk space 

© One of the supported 300/400 flat- 

_ bed or sheet scanners, with or with- 
out ADF. A scanner is not required if 
reading directly from image files is 

your only requirement 

_e VGA screen 

_¢ Mouse or other pointing device. 


_ Availability and cost 

Sales are made exclusively through 

_ authorised distributors. The agent for 
_ Australia and New Zealand is: 

_ Digital Colour Publishing Pty Ltd 
35 Kimmax Street 

- Sunnybank QLD 4109 

'Ph: 7) 3344 7244 

_Fax: (07) 3344 7255 

e-mail: Maxe@dcp.com.au 

- (Max Grenkowitz, Managing Director) 


Web: = bttp:/Avww.dcp.com.au/recognita 


Rep: $969 (Educational $498) 
Upgrade from v3.0: $189 


Upgrade from earlier versions: $349 


Quick recognition of image files 


You can also right-click on an image file 
—in Explorer—or the image’s icon on 
the desktop, to display the context menu, 
including a menu item Recognize, which 
has been added during installation. 
Clicking on Recognize, launches Rc32, 
which reads the file, without displaying 
the RC32 main program screen. After 
processing, a Save Text dialog box 
appears in which you can enter an output 
file name and format. Rc32 remains 
running in the background until you 
close it or exit Windows. 


Reading from a message system 


From within MS Exchange or Lotus 
Notes, RC32 can read directly image files 
of text documents. Other messaging 
systems are not currently supported. If 
you have Exchange on board, you will 
find that installing Rc32 has also added 
kecognita ock Tools to Exchange’s Tools 
menu. You can also place a Recognita 
button on Exchange’s toolbar using the 
Customize Toolbar feature. 


If you want to read these messages 
interactively, RC32 starts, is displayed and 
active, with the processing of text 
directed to it. You use this mode when 
you want full proofing and the attach- 
ments saved to file. You can also elect 
not to read interactively, which is speedier, 
but gives you less control. You use this 
mode if you simply wish to return the 
results to the sender or forward copies 
to others. 


You can click on Recognize to have all 
attachments, to all selected messages, 
searched for readable text, and change 
the relevant settings in RC32 to 
accommodate this. 


Manipulation of newly recognised text 


With v3.0 you could append text held in 
the clipboard to the end of a newly- 
recognised document. With Rc32 you can 
now insert such text anywhere within a 
newly-recognised document. You can 
also paste such text into a different 
document, at the cost of losing the 
Capacity to verify text from image. 

Now you can also drag and drop 
selected text, save selected text to a file 
or send it, via e-mail. In fact, you can 
also send images and Recognita docu- 
ments (RCD) by e-mail. The latter can 
contain text only, image only or both 
linked together, but of course they can 
be opened only by a recipient who also 
has Recognita v3.0 or v3.2 on board. A 
new command allows you to save all 
open RCD files at once. 


The toolbars and the WYSIWYG editor 


You can float the three toolbars, or dock 
them at the top of the screen (not new), 
at the bottom (new) or at either side (new). 
The editor is now equipped with stan- 
dard vertical and horizontal rulers for 
controlled reformatting of margins, indents 
and tabs. It also supports word-wrapping 
and accepts fonts supplied for the 
Windows 95 international character set. 


Languages 

For our multilingual members, Rc32 recog- 
nises 75 languages, with the Language 
Enhancement Package, available 
separately, that total is raised to 107. 


Conclusion 


The program is so well designed and the 
documentation and online help so complete 
that virtually all users familiar with 
Windows applications in general would 
have little difficulty getting started with 
Rc32 and quickly mastering its main 
features. Interaction with other Windows 
applications is excellent and Rc32 runs 
smoothly and quickly with multiple 
applications. It is my usual practice when 
preparing a review such as this to have 
many applications running, including my 
bDos-based text editor, at least one and 
sometimes two different screen grabber 
utilities, the application under review and 
its online Help file. Rc32 ran very 
smoothly under these shared conditions. 
My experience with rc32 is that it runs 
faster than its predecessor did when | 
reviewed it. In the meantime, I have 
upgraded from a 486 to a 686 processor 
and increased my machine’s RAM from 16 
MB to 32 MB. So I cannot determine to 
what extent the evident increase in speed 
is due to the 32-bit architecture. However, 
if you have a fast computer with plenty 
of RAM you should certainly be pleased 
with the performance of Recognita Plus 
3.2. It is a very professional package 
worthy of serious consideration for any 
enterprise that needs reliable ocrR work. O 
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lot has been said about Windows 
95 (Win 95) in the past. Not so 
with Windows NT 4.0 Workstation 
(Win NT4w). In this article, I 
seek to address this imbalance 
in a small way with a bias towards NT4W. 
In addition to what I present here, I’ve 
included additional sources of 
information, such as resource kits, web 
sites, newsgroups, FAQs, etc, from which 
you can obtain additional information. 


Minimum system requirements 


For Win 95, 16 MB is the recommended 
minimum RAM, and you should get good 
performance with 32 MB of RAM. For Win 
NT, you'll need a minimum of 32 MB, 
and want 64 MB. NT 4.0 Workstation 
“scavenges” for all the memory it can lay 
its hands on and runs the better for it. It 
is preferable to install NT on a separate 
partition or drive. 


File systems 


Before installing Win 95 or Win NT4w, 
you must decide which file system (FAT, 
FAT32, NTFS) you are going to use. Things 
to consider when making this decision: 
FAT 

The simplest and easiest to work with. 
You can install both Win 95 and NT4w 
either on the same partition or on 
separate ones. Files can be shared 
between Win 95, NT4w, DOS and 16-bit 
Windows. The biggest problems with FAT 
systems, is that you are limited to a 
maximum of 2 GB drive capacity, per 
drive or partition and large cluster sizes 
(up to 32 KB on the larger drives). Unless 
you use a partitioning utility, such as 
PowerQuest’s PartitionMagic, which can 
resize FAT clusters. (A cluster is the mini- 
mum amount of physical storage required 
for a file on any given disk drive.) 
FAT32 

This is the 32-bit file system designed 
specifically to run under Win 95. The 
version of Win 95 supporting this file 
system is only available with the purchase 
of a new computer. You cannot buy this 
version of Win 95 separately off the shelf 
and upgrade your previous release. The 
version of Win 95 that supports FAT32 is 
called Osr2 (for Operating System 
Release). It is also known as 4.00.950B. 
This version must be installed on a 
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NT 4.0 Workstation and 
Windows 95 compared 


Richard John 


separate partition, and it is incompatible 
with NTFS (see below). If you plan to use 
Win 95 as your only operating system, 
and you do not plan to share files with 
Win NT4w or DOS, then you can use FAT32 
instead of FAT. If you do, you will 
overcome FATS 2 GB disk size limitation 
and you will have more efficient storage 
—that is to say, less wasted space thanks 
to smaller cluster sizes. 

There is some scuttlebutt that NT 5.0 
(the next release of NT) will support 
FAT32. 

NTFS 

An advanced file system designed for use 
specifically within the Windows NT 
Operating System. It must exist in a 
separate partition and once you decide on 
this course for your NT4W installation, 

you can bid adios to the 16-bit world. 
NTFS partitions cannot be accessed from 
FAT16 or FAT32 (Win 95) operating systems. 
Also, you can only convert back to a FAT 
system after backing up data, reformatting 
your hard drive and restoring data, 

unless you use a partitioning utility, such 
as PowerQuest’s PartitionMagic. 

The advantages of using this system, 
however, are many. 


It supports 
e File system recovery 
e Extremely large storage media, some- 
thing like drives up to 2 TB (that’s two 
terabytes or two thousand gigabytes) 
e Long file names. 
And it offers 
e More efficient storage (maximum 2 KB 
clusters, irrespective of drive size) 
e Object level security. 
Ntrs does this by supporting object- 
oriented applications where all files are 
treated as objects with user-defined and 
system-defined attributes. 
Below is a summary of your 



























alternatives: 
Wee : 
File System | Windows 95 | Windows NT 4.0 Workstation 
FAT Yes Yes 
FAT32 Yes No 
NTFS No Yes 
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some of the 
issues to consider 


if you’re thinking 


Want to know more? Try these sites, 
where you will find detailed explanations 
(in the form of a FAQ or Frequently 
Asked Questions file). 


e bttp://www.lynx.bc.ca/~orca/faqg.himl 
e bttp://www.savilltech.com 


Installation 


You cannot upgrade Win 95 with NT4w. 
By that I mean you can’t replace Win 95 
with Windows NT 4. You must install it 
in its own directory. If you do this from 
the Win 95 desktop, a dual-boot system 
is set up automatically. You then can, if 
you wish, uninstall Win 95. But, if you 
already have Win 95, my advice is keep 
it, and create a dual-boot system. 
Furthermore, if you are into games and 
run mainly 16-bit applications then Win 
95 is the go for you. 

To do this, you will want to install 
NT4w from within the Win 95 shell, but 
in a separate directory from the one that 
holds Win 95. This will automatically set 
up a dual-boot system. To repeat: if you 
want dual-boot, do not install in your 
Windows directory. Install in a WinNT 
(or other) directory instead. 

Another caution: Just watch that blue 
“screen of death”. It lingers a long time, 
which might lead you to think your 
system has gone walkabout. If you’re 
tempted to switch off your system, don't! 
Even though it gives the impression of 
being hung, it ain’t. I speak from 
experience. Yours truly did precisely all 
of the things he wasn’t supposed to do 
and spent the next three days sorting out 
the mess. That controlling shareholding 
in the local bottle shop wasn’t required 
after all! 
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Installing applications 


When you install Nr4w in a dual-boot 
setup with Win 95, you can easily share 
applications between operating systems. 

The first, and easy, approach is to 
modify the Environment path in Nr4w to 
include the directory 


C: \windows\system 


—the Win 95 system directory. This has 
worked well for many of my applications 
but not all. To get at the Win NrT4w 
Environment, go to Start/Control Panel/ 
System and click on the Environment 
tab. You will see two windows—System 
Variables and User variables for 
Administrator. Scroll down the upper 
window to the variable named “Path” 
against which you will see a “value” 
entry something like this: 


C: \WINNT\SYSTEM32;C:\WINNT; 
C:\WINNT\RESKIT etc... 


Clicking on this value in the lowermost 
window you will see: 


6SystemRoot%\system32; 
sSystemRoot%;C:\winnt\reskit; 
C:\winnt\reskit\Perl; 
c:\windows\system; 


(Notice how this path is modified; it has 
“\windows\system” appended to it.) 

A more reliable approach, however, is 
to reinstall the Applications. It’s cumber- 
some but effective. Then again, with 
most applications now available on 
CD-ROM, it shouldn’t be that much of a 
drag. Use the time to rediscover your 
taste for the good life. 

Note, you don’t have to duplicate the 
installations. You are merely ensuring 
that registries entries are updated for 
both Operating Systems. The trick is to 
reinstall all the applications smack on 
top of where they are already installed. 
At the end of the day (or week or month 
depending on how many applications 
you have) you just have to set up your 
shortcuts, which are straightforward. 

You will need to duplicate applications 
that require different versions Win 95 
and Win NT4w, for example Microsoft 
Internet Explorer. 
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Running applications 

NT4W is fully optimised for 32-bit appli- 
cations (Office 95 or 97 for instance) as 
distinct from Win 95, which is optimised 
to run 16- and 32-bit applications. What 
that means is that Win 95 handles 16-bit 
applications like Excel 4/5, Word 2/6 and 
so on, better than NT4w. While NT4w 
combined with the Pentium Pro (which 
is also optimised for 32-bit applications) 
or similar technology, will handle 32-bit 
applications better than Win 95 running 
on the same hardware. You actually pay 
a speed penalty when you run 16-bit 
applications on Pentium Pro, Win Nr4aw 
system. 


Dial-up Networking 

This is quite straightforward. No major 
dramas here. Unfortunately it took me 
three months to find this out. One of the 
main differences you will find between 
Win 95 and nT4w is in the way the 

dialog boxes are arranged. (See separate 
article “Windows NT Dialup Networking”.) 


Setting up Web browsers 
I reinstalled Netscape under NT4w (not a 
duplicate, just a replace install), setup a 
shortcut on my NT4w desktop and then 
changed some settings to enable sharing 
of bookmarks and mail boxes. 

To share Netscape bookmarks between 
Win 95 and NT4w repoint NT’s Netscape 
Bookmark directory from 


c:\Program Files\Netscape\ 
Navigator \Program 


to 


c:\Program Files\Netscape\ 
Navigator 


—the Win 95 directory. 

With mail, repoint NT’s mail directory 
to the same directory as for Netscape 
Bookmarks above. Do this by first select- 
ing “Options/Mail and News Preferences” 
from Netscape’s menu. Select the Comp- 
osition tab and edit the entry shown 
against “Mail File” to c:\Program 
Files\Netscape\Navigator. 

Now you will see all of your mail in 
Netscape whether in NT4w or Win 95. 
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Pitfalls 


CD-ROM 

If you have a cD-ROM drive and a Sound 
Blaster AWE32 PnP card under NT4w, 
connect the CD-ROM drive to a spare EIDE 
port if you have one, not to the Sound 
Blaster. Win 95 will recognise the CD-ROM 
drive straight away but NT4w does not 
when the CD-ROM drive is connected to 
the Sound Blaster. That’s because Win 
NT4W does not have suitable drivers 
anywhere that will operate a CD-ROM 
drive hanging off a sound card. Neither 
Microsoft nor Creative want to know. 
Welcome to NT. 


There are other possible solutions, one 
of which is included below. This is a 
solution that was originally offered in a 
Usenet forum, it concerns a SB32 PnP 
card: 


> Using a program called icu supplied by 
> Creative re-assign > the SB32 IDE port to 
> tertiary port (address 158, IRQ 11). 


If you have access to Usenet, check 
these newsgroups. You'll find heaps 
more information on this subject, and 
others 


¢ comp.os.ms-windows.nt.setup 

¢ comp.os.ms-windows .nt.setup. hardware 
¢ comp.os.ms-windows.nt.setup.misc 

e microsoft.public.windowsnt.domain 

e microsoft.public.windowsnt.misc 

e microsoft.public.windowsnt.setup 


Take care not to swamp yourself. There 
is a lot of information to be digested in 
these groups. Take it a little at a time. 


MIDI Sound 

NT4w has problems playing mupi files 
without some fiddling. This problem has 
been encountered by many people 
(which you will realise when you start 
following some of the NT newsgroups 
and see the volume of traffic on the 
subject). There are a lot of alternative 
solutions discussed in the NT newsgroups. 
One wacky one, was as follows: 
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>It seems, to properly deinstall all drivers, 
>you have to physically remove the (SB) 
>card first. Reboot your system w/o the 
>SB, shut down, reinstall the card. PnP 
>should then properly identify this card as 
>new and ask you to install all drivers. 


Other sites 


You can gather very useful additional 

information at these Creative sites, 

e hitp://www.creaf.com/wwuwneuy/tech 
/faqs/awe32faq.html 

e http://www.creaf.com/wwuwneuy/tech 
/faqs/sbcdnt4.html 

e http:/)www.creaf.com/wwuwneuy/tech 
/ftp/fip-sb16awe.html 


About NT4W Service Packs 


Before you upgrade your current version 

of NT with a Service Pack, ask yourself 

these questions: 

a. Are you having problems with your 
current version of Win NT? 

b. Will the upgrade fix your problems? 

c. Does v4 have additional features you 
want? 

If you answer yes to “b” or “c”, read the 

documentation accompanying the release. 

Do this before you do anything else. 

Then, do a complete backup of your 

current system, before you do install the 

Service Pack. 


If you answered no to “a”, leave it 
alone. “If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it... 
baby” (Confucius). 

If your version of NT4W says it is 
Service pack 1, replace it with Service 
Pack 3 (NT SP3), which was released on 
12 May 1997. But remember, read the 
documentation first. 


Other useful resources 


If you are hungry for more information 
(that’s if you’re not exhausted already), 
here are some additional resources to 
draw on: 


Windows 95 FAQs Saving Windows 
Settings at http://www.lynx.bc.ca/~orca/ 
Tweak UI is part of a free bundle of 
utilities called Powertoys available at 
http://www.microsoft.com/windows 
/common/aa2729.htm 

Explorer has a variety of “switches” to 
enable different “views”, find out about 
them at hittp:/Avww.halcyon.com/cerelli 
/explorel .tm 


Windows 95 sites 


e http://www.window95.com 
e http://www.winsite.com 

e fip://fip.winsite.com 

e http://www filez.com 

e http.//www.tucows.com 


Windows NT sites 

Tips and freeware, tricks and registry 
(Warning: hack into the NT4w registry 

at your own peril of course!) 

http://www .jsiinc.com 

One of the very few NT sites to include 
an NT FAQ bttp://Awww.savilltech.com 


Books and help files 


e Windows 95 Resource Guide 
(see Tips and Tricks by George 
Skarbek, PC Update, May 1997) 

e Windows NT 4.0 Workstation Resource 
Kit (costs extra) 

e Mastering Windows NT Server 4 
by Mark Minasi (comes highly 
recommended). 


Conclusion 
Please don’t take my word for all this. 
I’ve only touched on some of the issues 
youll need to consider if you are think- 
ing of switching from Win 95 to Win NT. 
There are more thorough discussions 
about these topics, including installation, 
dual booting, Dial-Up Networking, sound, 
security and more—on the Web sites 
and Usenet newsgroups I’ve mentioned. 
Check ‘em out. You won’t be sorry. 


About the author 
Richard John’s e-mail address is: 
rij@melbpc.org.au O 
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Monitoring Windows 


aving previously had strange 
problems after installing new 
software, I decided to try to 
have some control over future 
installations, so that if some- 
thing would no longer work, I might 
have a clue as to what could have 
caused the problem. 

To this end, my son bought me a copy 
of QuarterDeck’s CleanSweep for Windows 
95, which does a pretty good job of 
monitoring installations, as well as having 
lots of other features. However, it was not 
foolproof and occasionally would not track 
an installation at all, or would claim to 
be finished when the software had not 
even started loading, as happened when 
I installed Norton Utilities. Norton Utilities 
was about to reboot the system before 
commencing installation, when CleanSweep 
claimed that the installation was complete! 
In fairness to QuarterDeck, CleanSweep 
worked about 80 to 90% of the time, but 
I needed something that always worked.. 

Thus, I was delighted to read an article 
in the September 1995 issue of PC User, 
where two batch files were used, one 
called BEFORE.BAT and the other AFTER.BAT. 
I modified these batch files a fair bit. But 
still, to see which files had been added, 
changed or deleted could take well over 
an hour! 





In control? 


Recently a very good friend of mine told 
me about a program called InControl that 
does much the same thing, automatically. 

Having just downloaded both InControl2 
(Win 3.x) and InControl3 (Win 95), I 
decided to put InControl3 to the test, by 
comparing it with CleanSweep95 and my 
BEFORE.BAT and AFTER.BAT. This is not really 
an exhaustive test, as that would require 
comparing major installations of many 
pieces of software, which would be a 
huge job. This is merely a comparison 
between the three methods used on a 
small range of programs. 

In my first test, I simply extracted 
various files out of a self-extracting file, 
which I knew would update and thus 
overwrite quite a few of the files in one 
directory. Here I was only comparing my 
datch files with InControl to see how 
accurate they might be. I was pleasantly 
surprised when I discovered that InControl 
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software installation 


picked up not only the changed files, 
but also newly added files (before files 
are overwritten, they are deleted, but 
Norton Utilities copies and renames 
deleted files into a folder called 
\RECYCLED\NPROTECT). InControl located 
these files as being new, whereas my 
batch files did not pick them up, since 
they were stored in a hidden directory. 
Full marks to InControl. 

InControl can be set to monitor an 
installation after keying in the name of 
the installation program. Another option 
is that you can run InControl before 
installation so that it looks at all files on 
the designated drives, including the 
registry file. After the installation process, 
including rebooting if necessary, run 
InControl again to report changes due to 
the installation. This latter method is the 
one I use all the time, as some programs 
reboot and then make more changes. 

My favourite for checking installations 
is now InControl. It helps trace problems 
at installation and whether files in my 
WINDOWS\SYSTEM folder are overwritten. 
Another advantage is that it’s shareware. 


New broom 

CleanSweep has 

many further 

options, which make 

it a very useful 

program overall. 

These include 

e Uninstalling a 
program, with an 
option to back it 
up first 

e Compressing an 
infrequently used 
program for later 
usage 

e Creating a com- 
pressed backup 
of a program 
without deleting it 

e Moving a program 
to a different 
drive or folder 

e Transporting a 
program to 
another computer 

e Finding duplicate 
copies of files 
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e Finding redundant DLL and vex files 


e Finding unused files and those that 
have not been used recently 

e Finding orphans, files and items that 
have been left behind as part of an 
incomplete uninstall 

e Restoring a backed up, archived or 
transported program 

e Viewing the master log, which records 
every action 

e Viewing the savings CleanSweep makes 

e Viewing how large each folder is 

e Last, but not least, the ability to 
configure it to your liking. 

Since downloading the latest patch, which 

I came across on their Internet site, I find 

it works very reliably, and I would not be 

without it. I think it’s excellent value. And 

it’s also available for Windows 3.x. It is 

very useful for cleaning up your hard 

disk drive. However, if you only wish to 

monitor installations, to see which files 

get added, changed or deleted, you can't 

go past InControl, which is also available 

for either Windows 95 or Windows 3.x. 
CleanSweep is available from software 

stores. InControl is shareware. O 
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The Andrew 





like Linux, 


each other. 


Andrew 


is free 


Geek Speak 


AFS 


The Andrew File System is a location- independent 
file system. It uses a local cache to reduce the 
workload and increase the performance of a dis- 
tributed computing environment. The first request 
for data from a server to be used by a workstation 
is satisfied by the server and placed in a local 
cache. Subsequent requests for the same data are 
met by the local cache. 


Andrew 


Andrew was a joint project between Carnegie-Mel- 
lon University and IBM to develop a distributed 
computing environ- ment on the CMU campus. It 
was designed to serve 4,000 UNIX workstations. The 
project was named for Andrew Carnegie and An- 
drew Mellon. 


Andrew Home 
htto://www.cs.cmu.edu/~AUIS 


Andrew Consortium Home Page 


http://www.cs.cmu.edu/afts/cs.cmu.edu/project/ 
atk-ttp/web/andrew-home.html 


Andrew FAQ 
fto://ttp.andrew.cmu.edu/pub/AUIS/FAQ 
/FAQ. ascii 

Andrew Newsletter 


FTP Directory: 
fto://ftp.andrew.cmu.edu/pub/AUIS/ 
NEWSLETTERS/ASCII/ 


Andrew BBS 


Subscribe via andrew-info@andrew.cmu.edu 
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User Interface System 


he UNIX operating system is about 30 
years old. It runs on machines ranging 
from super-computers to PCs. A popular 
flavour of UNIX for the PC is Linux, 
independently developed by Linus 
Torvalds and contributed to by people across 
the Internet, most of whom have never met 


UNIX is essentially a text-based operating 
system, with a command line interface. If you 
are mostly familiar with a graphical user inter- 
face (GUI) as found in Windows, and Mac 
operating systems, you may find it difficult to 
grasp, at first. There is a graphical layer for 
UNIX, it’s called X-Windows (or X), that offers a 
familiar Gul-style interface, and many programs 
including editors and drawing tools. For X, 







A document editor for the X (Gul) UNIX operating 
systems, including Linux. 


The Free Sottware Foundation (FSF) is dedicated to 
eliminating restrictions on copying, redistribution, 
understanding, and modification of computer pro- 
grams. They do this by promoting the development 
and use of free software in all areas of computing. 
Specifically, they are developing a complete inte- 
grated software system named “GNU” (GNuU’s Not 
Unix) that is upwardly compatible with UNIX. 


The word “free” in their name pertains to freedom, 
not price. You may or may not pay a price to get 
GNU software. Either way, once you have the soft- 
ware you have three specific freedoms in using it. 
First, the freedom to copy the program and give it 
away to your friends and co- workers; second, the 
freedom to change the program as you wish, by 
having full access to source code; third, the free- 
dom to distribute an improved version and thus 
help build the community. (If you redistribute GNU 
software, you may charge a fee for the physical act 
of transferring a copy, or you may give away cop- 
ies.) 


Free Software Foundation 
http://www.tst.org/tst/fst.html 


gzip 

The GNU compression utility. gzip reduces the size 
of the named files using Lempel- Ziv LZ77 com- 
pression. Whenever possible, each file is replaced 
by one with the filename extension “.gz”. 


The UNIX “compress” utility is patented (by two 
separate pctents, in fact) and is thus shunned by 
the GNU Project since it is not free software (see FSF 
above). They have therefore chosen gzip, which is 
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there is the Andrew User Interface System, 
(Andrew). Andrew isn’t a single program. It’s a 
collection of integrated applications that you 
can use to compose and mail multimedia 
documents, that is to say, documents containing 
embedded objects such as graphics and 
formatted text. 


About Andrew 


Andrew was developed in the early 1980s by 
Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) and IBM 
Corporation to provide a distributed computing 
environment for cmu. The work produced a 
graphical user interface, AUIS, a multimedia mail 
system, and a file system, the Andrew File 
System (AFS). Andrew is available for many 
systems including Linux, and includes several 


free of any known software patents and which tends 
to compress better, anyway. All compressed files in 
the GNU anonymous FTP area (prep.ai.mit.edu/ 
pub/gnu) are in gzip format and their names end 


in “.gz” (as opposed to “compress”-compressed 
files, which end in “.Z”). 


Gzip can uncompress “compress”- compressed files 
and “pack” files (which end in “.z”). The decom- 
pression algorithms are not patented, only com- 
pression is. 


The gzip program is available from any GNU ar- 
chive site. It works on virtually every UNIX system, 
MS-DOS, ©OS/2 and VMS. 


Linux 


A UNIx-like operating system, designed to provide 
personal computer users a low-cost, even free op- 
erating system comparable to traditional and usu- 
ally more expensive UNIX systems. Linux’s kernel was 





| 


developed by Linus Torvalds at the University of | 


Helsinki in Finland. 


According to the Linux on the Web site, Linux run- 
ning on a 486 PC compares favorably with systems 
that run on mid- range workstations from Sun and 
Digital. 


Linux is distributed using the Free Software Founda- 
tion’s copyleft stipulations. 


tar 


tar (for tape archive) is a UNIX shell command that 
creates a single file called an “archive” from a 
number of specified files or extracts the files from 
such an archive. A tar archive has the file suffix 
“tar”. The files in a tar archive are not com- 
pressed, just gathered together in one file. The 
name is derived from a time when files were com- 
monly backed up to and occasionally retrieved 
from magnetic tape. O 
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programs that makes working with UNIX in the distribution: 


a breeze. Below I describe Andrew avail- gunzip < andrew file. gz | 
ability and installation, and introduce its tarpxvi - =¢ 

document editor, EZ, and its multimedia /usr/local/andrew 

mail agent, Messages. This command decompresses a file and 


fig sto ; 7 loads it into the directory /usr/localVandrew. 
Andrew availability and installation (gzip and tar are UNIX utilities that come 
with many Linux distributions. In this 
case, gunzip does the decompressing, 
and tar extracts the files that make up 
the archive.) 

By default, Andrew has a base directory 
(/usr/locaVandrew), if it installed in an- 
other directory, the environment variable 
ANDREWDIR must be set accordingly. 

Additionally, the environment variable 


Andrew is available on Infomagic’s LINUX 
Developer’s Resource CD-ROM set or you 
can download the latest version from 
Andrew’s home site at 
http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~AUIS. 


There are several files that make up 
Andrew: the word processor, the heip 
system, insets, documentation, the mail 





If UNIX were a vehicle... 
cartoonist Rob Pickford 


package, and a miscellaneous file. Each is iatel h 
file is a compressed archive. The entire peceatoeicii s moe ieee awed This command opens two windows: see 
Andrew distribution need not be directory that contains the Andrew with the default EZ menu, one with a 
installed. You can install a snapshot, for xe ie menu particular to cpp files. On my 
example the word processor, insets, and /usrNocaVandrew/bin. These environment system, I have added an EZ entry to my 
the mail package. The word processor variables can be set in the file /etc/profile. window manager's floating menu. 
page paca dens first, for any EZ, the document editor oF mentioned, when a file is edited, 
oads the commands associated with 
There are no elaborate installation EZ pe Gey OW) Sse tO the particular file. For example, when 
programs for Andrew. After I downloaded = ™@™P ulate Lisa and non-text documents editing a text file, the text editing features 
the Andrew distribution for Linux to a (Figure 1); it is a general purpose editor. are enabled, and when operating on a 
temporary directory, I installed it, by first There ey Wary te launch EZ: the drawing, the drawing features are 
creating a destination directory simplest is to invoke _ from the enabled. If a file consists of embedded 
/usr/localV/andrew (/ is a delimiter), and command line (provided X is running): objects Cinsets), the commands that are 


ran the following command for each file ez filel.ez file2.cpp available aia on the part of the file 
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location. Your Callers will never isin use. Scan Link facility allows Commander, PABX or any type of 
know its on the Line. Scan Link your fax to be used as a Scanner. — telephone line. “SASS nc 
facility allows your fax to be used as i = 
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TELEPHONE LINE SIMULATOR 
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dly dialled. Optional PC interface and 
oftware will allow external control 
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being worked on. If a graphic is being 
worked on, the graphic commands are 
available, and when the user moves to 
another section of the document, for 
example, the main text, the text features 
are enabled. 

There are many insets available for EZ, 
the main ones being equations, tables 
(spreadsheets), figures (drawings), and 
graphics (GIFs, JPEGS). Andrew insets can 
consist of other insets as well: for 
example, each cell in a table can hold a 
different inset. Andrew insets can also 
run as stand-alone programs. 

Many styles and formats are supplied. 
You can also create your own custom- 
ised styles, using the Style-Editor. Spell 
checking, templates, and print preview- 
ing are also available. For those who 
enjoy programming, Andrew offers a 
scripting language that you can use to 
add your own features to EZ, and to 
other Andrew programs. 


Messages, the multimedia mail agent 


Messages users have been able to send 
and read mail that includes text, graphics 
and other embedded objects for some 
time. The only problem is that both sender 
and recipient need to have Messages 
installed to do so. 

Messages (Figure 2) has three sections. 
The first contains a list of folders, to 
organise your mail as it comes through; 
the middle section lists messages in the 
current folder; the final section displays a 
selected message. 


? 


ez File Search/Spell Special Font Justify 





a 






Within Messages you can compose 
mail or reply to others by invoking the 
appropriate menus. When composing 
mail, another window pops up 
(Messages-Send), divided into a mail 
header section and main body section. 
The main body is basically an inset (EZ), 
so whatever features are available in EZ 
are also available here. 


When replying to mail, the header 
section is prefilled. Further headers can 
be added by invoking the appropriate 
menu sequence, or from keyboard short- 
cuts (many menu options have corres- 
ponding keyboard short-cuts). If your 
mail headers are elaborate, you may 
wish to consider using Andrew’s scripting 
language. To do so, simply create a 
menu entry that when clicked, adds all 
relevant information to the mail’s header 
section. Along with Andrew’s documen- 
tation browser, you can use many of the 
helpful files that come with the Andrew 
distribution to assist with this sort of 
adaptation. 

I had difficulties when I first used 
Messages. Messages uses the operating 
system’s mail transport agent: every mail 
message had its From header marked 


with my Linux login name and hostname. 


In my case, my hostname is fictional. It 
only exists on my machine, I do not 
have a permanent Internet presence. Like 
other Melb PC members, I have an IP 
address assigned to me, dynamically, 
when I log on. This meant people 
replying to my mail, using the reply 


mail 
notes 


feature of their e-mail programs, would 
have found their reply bounced back to 
them. Their messages could only get to 
me if they inserted my actual e-mail 
address in the To field. I partially 
overcame this by creating a menu entry 
that added Reply-To and Organisation 
headers, but sometimes that was not 
enough, it was too easy to forget to use 
the menu feature. 

What I needed to be able to do was 
to insert my real e-mail address in my 
e-mail message headers. That’s what I 
did, eventually. With some guidance 
from the Andrew bulletin board, I wrote 
a simple program that traps mail created 
from Messages and inserts a valid From 
header, along with further information, 
before passing it to the system’s mail 
agent to be processed. 

To automate mail retrieval, I have 
organised my system to automatically 
fetch it every 15 minutes when I am 
logged onto my ISP. When new mail 
arrives, a mail box pops up with a flag 
raised within another Andrew program 
that a a my system (Console). 


Concluding remarks 


A criticism of Linux during its infancy 
was that there were not many quality 
word processing programs available for 

it. Andrew fills that void, and offers more. 
It’s not just a word processing program, 
its a whole system with which you can 
create and send multimedia documents. 
Further, like Linux, Andrew is free. oO 
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1 The Andrew User Interface System 
—Iun-97 RE: (OTUG) Object-ortented .. — @hotmail.com (2359*} 
The Andrew User Interface System (AUIS or Andrew) is a collection of integrated applications that 
enables the composing and mailing of multi-media documents (documents consisting of embedded 
objects, for example, graphics, animations, tables). 





From: "Kobus Esterhuysen" <kobuse@dendex.denel.co.za> 
To: <otug@Rational COM> 
Ce: “Kobus Esterhuysen" <kobuse@dendex.denel.co.za> 
Subject: (OTUG) What is a Use Case? 

Date: Fri, 6 Jun 1997 15:02:43 -0000 

Reply-To: " Kobus Esterhuysen" <kobuse@dendex.denel.co.za> 


AUIS was developed in the early 1980s by Carnegie Mellon University and IBM Corporation to 
provide a computing environment modelled about personal computers for the university, The work 
produced a graphical user interface, AUIS, and a file system, the Andrew File System. 





AUIS is available for many systems including Linux, and among its programs are ez, a multi-purpose 
document editor, and messages, a mail agent. Below I describe AUIS installation, ez, messages, and 
the preference files. 
te . Hi everyone, 
2 Obtaining and Installing Andrew 
I prefer to regard use—cases as beviour (or “methods” if 
you will allow), In other words, I like to view a use case as a "method" of 
the TOTAL system under construction. Once the use case is implemented (may 
be as anumber of ordinary methods), it will render a certain service to 
some or other actor. Of course, these “methods” or use cases may be nested 
in order to manage complexity — hierarchical decomposition has 
always been a beneficial concept for managing complexity. 


AUIS is available on Informagic’s Z/MUX Developer’s Resource CD-ROM set or the latest version 
(7.5) can be downloaded from AUIS’s home site (ftp.andrew.cmu.edu:pub/A UIS/bin—distix86_linux 
(for Linux), or http.//www.cs.cmu.edy~AUIS). There are several files that make up AUIS: 
AUIS/5I?.tgz, where ? is w (word processor}, h (help system), i (insets), d (documentation), m 
(mail), and a (miscellaneous); the / refers to a Linux set. The entire AUIS distribution need not be 
installed: a snapshot can be loaded, for example, the word processor, insets, and the mail package; 
the word processor package must be installed first for any AUIS distribution. 





Use—case driven design amounts therefore to a design approach where the 
FUNCTIONALITY or PROPOSED SERVICE of the envisaged system is set up front. 
After all, a system is constructed to render service to its users in the 

first place. 


The files are archived and compressed. After I downloaded the AUIS files and installation notes via 
FTP, I installed AUIS as follows: I created a destination directory /usr/local/andrew (recommended 
in the installation notes}, and ran the command 








Checkpointing message server state... done. 





AUIS Copyright 1989,96 CMU, IBM, et al. Allrights reserved. 
cvciisiaianed 


Figure 1. Creating a document with EZ Figure 2. The Messages three-part screen 
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Mind your language 





o err (in software) is human. In a 
recent article* Dr Les Hatton wrote 
“\.. if programmers really try to 
screw things up, the language isn’t 
going to stop them”. 

He was referring to the disastrous 
launch of the Ariane 5 rocket, in which 
the programmers took a 64-bit floating- 
point number and “jammed it into a 
16-bit integer without checking to see if 
it could be correctly represented or not”. 
And the language used was apbA, “the 
darling of the safety-critical industries”. 


In 1992, Shuttle Endeavour had 
difficulties in attempting to rendezvous 
with the damaged Hughes F/6 Intelsat 
satellite. This, he says, was due to a 
similar fault, which the programming 
language did not prevent: the program- 
mers had inadvertently placed a 64-bit 
floating-point number into a 32-bit 
floating-point number. The halving of 
precision amounted to a significant error 
in location in space. 


He also tells of the disaster of 1990, 
when a single misplaced statement in an 
AT&T Switching system, inserted as part of 
a three-line software “fix”, caused the 
entire eastern seaboard of the USA to lose 
its telephones at an estimated cost of 
around $1 billion. 


Personal computers 


Apart from such spectacular disasters, he 
asserts that the ubiquitous PC (and other 
consumer devices incorporating software) 
display all-too-frequent symptoms of avoid- 
able software errors. From his own personal 
log of experienced errors he reports: 


e Windows 95 + Professional Office: 
one defect every 42 mins; 28% reboots 
e Macintosh OS + Microsoft Office: 
one defect every 188 mins; 56% reboots 
e Various flavours of UNIX: 
less than one per year; no reboots 
e Linux: 
none yet recorded in three months of 
medium load. 
The Windows 95 record was from about 
six months use, and the defect rate was 
getting worse. 


*Software failures— follies and fallacies 
Dr Les Hatton, IEE Review, 20 March 1997, 
p.49 


— ere Anse aoe 





While at NASA 


Despite the evolution of programming 
languages, the number of defects per 
1000 lines of code—a common measure 
of software quality—has remained almost 
constant over the last 15 years. Dr Hatton 
cites figures from the journal Business 
Week, December 1991, describing the 
drop in software errors at NASA Goddard: 


Errors per 1000 lines of code 
Year Worst Median Best 
1976 = 10.5 8.5 6.0 
1978 ~=—_: 10.0 75 5] 
1980 95 70 55 
1982 8.2 6.7 5.0 
1984 78 6.3 45 
1986 70 6.0 42 
1988 6.0 55 40 


1990 5.6 5.0 40 
He claims that figures for UK software are 
better (but not much). With in-service 
software doubling (globally?) every 18 
months, he predicts that software errors 
will also double every 18 months. 


Around the world 
One measure of quality is the number of 
“statically detectable” faults per 1000 lines 
of code. These are detected, using a 
commercially available static analysis tool, 
without running the programs concerned. 
The article presents a distribution of 68 
samples of such faults for 13 classes of 
commercially-released C applications around 
the world from 1992 to the present. The 
highest sample scored 24 errors/1000 lines; 
20% had more than 10 errors/1000 lines. 


It’s a mess! 

Dr Hatton asserts that the industry is in a 
mess, that software engineering Owes 
more to the fashion industry than to the 
engineering industry, and that there is 
almost complete absence of any form of 
systematic measurement of the quality of 
software. And in spite of the developments 
in programming languages over the last 
two decades, “... systematic progress is 
effectively disabled because marketing 
shouts, whereas measurement only 
whispers”. 


Ron Kitchenn 
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marketing 


shouts, whereas 
measurement 


only whispers 
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Let’s be thankful! 


Our concerns as “ordinary” PC users are 
trivial, compared with the vital aspects of 
safety and costs of failure which must 
worry those high-budget purchasers of 
software vital to their, or their customers’ 
interests. Among these would be those 
we trust to defend us. For them, and for 
those who provide the software, the 
possible presence of errors must be a 
major and costly problem. 

We, on the other hand, can sit back 
and not feel too despondent when we 
discover program errors, either from 
experience or from learning that our 
Ver.n program is now superseded by 
Ver.(n+1). Our needs are less demanding. 
We realise that programmers—like many 
other people—are not infallible, and that 
each discovery of an error results in an 
addition to the art and should lead to an 
improvement in future. Let us thank the 
programmers who have given us the 
power to do what we do with our 
computers, and forgive them their little 
trespasses against us. 

And as for our own home-grown 
examples of the programmer’s art, and 
the frustrating hours we spend in search 
of those errant commas, or offences in 


logic—well, it’s only a hobby, isn’t i? O 








This column provides techniques, tips, and tricks 
to help you gain familiarity and experience with 
MS Visual Basic, a popular language that enables 
you to write quickly both Windows and World 
Wide Web applications. 








Setting Up Your VB Workplace 


People like to set up their office or busi- 
ness environment to match their person- 
ality and preferred style of working. 


Now Visual Basic developers can do the 
same with their VB development environ- 
ment, thanks to the different levels of 
customisation possible with release 5.0. 


To look at some of the possibilities 
which are available, start a new project 
by clicking the Standard EXE icon located 
in the New Project window. 


Now click the View option on the 
standard menu bar and drag your mouse 
down to the last option, Toolbars. A 
cascading menu then appears with the 
entries Debug, Edit, Form Editor, and 
Standard (the final option, Customize ..., 
will be discussed later in the article). 


To begin experimenting, first make 
sure all the options here are not 
checked, that is, remove any ticks next 
to them. Your development environment 
should now consist of just Form1 and 
the standard menu bar at the top of the 
screen (this menu bar is always present 
as it is not possible to delete it). 
Depending on your current set up, the 
tool box and Project Explorer window 
might also be visible. If so, close them. 

Note that for convenience, the Toolbars 
menu can also be more quickly displayed 
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Seeing the Basics: Customising 
the VB development environment 


by right-clicking on an unused part of 
the standard menu bar. 

Now bring up the Toolbars menu using 
either of the approaches just described. 
When the Standard option is clicked, the 
Standard toolbar is displayed directly 
below the standard menu bar. Because 
of the Standard toolbar’s convenience 
when developing and testing applications, 
most developers will always have it 
displayed in this position. 

However, it can be moved if desired. 
Click on, and then drag the two raised 
vertical parallel bars located on the left 
end of the toolbar. Notice that if you 
drag the toolbar to the middle of your 
desktop, the toolbar is automatically 
given its own title bar. Now to further 
re-position the toolbar, you can either 
click and drag its title bar or alternatively 
an unused part of the toolbar itself. 
When you drag the toolbar to the edges 
of your desktop (by going as far as you 
are permitted), the title bar automatically 
disappears. 


Now you can follow the same procedure 
with the other toolbars available on the 
Toolbars menu option, and experiment 
to find out what works best for you. 

Here’s a tip for quickly moving a 
toolbar to an edge of your desktop. 
Simply double click its title bar using the 
left mouse button. 

And getting rid of a toolbar is easy 
too. Right click on its tithe bar or an 
unused portion of the toolbar itself (or 
even a greyed part of the toolbar) and 
then turn off the appropriate toolbar’s 
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Dockable Windows 


Dockable windows are another way in 
which you can easily customise your VB 
development environment. 


Dockable windows can be moved 
around, and they attach themselves to 
the edges of your desktop or to the 
sides of other dockable windows. 


To see which dockable options are 
already set up for your development 
environment, click the Tools option on 
the standard menu bar, and then click 
the Options ... item. Now click the 
Docking tab. 


There are nine dockable windows— 
Immediate window, Locals window, 
Watch window, Project Explorer, 
Properties window, Object Browser, 
Form Layout, Toolbox and Color Palette. 


The dockability for any one of these 
windows can be turned on by checking 
its associated check box. 


The concept of dockable windows is 
hard to describe with words, so the best 
way to understand this aspect of 
customisation is to experiment. 


Try this. Make sure the dockable check 
box for the tool box on the Docking tab 
is checked. Now make the tool box 
visible Gf it isn’t, click View on the 
standard menu bar, and then select the 
Toolbox option). Then click on its title 
bar using the left mouse button, and 
drag it around the desk top. Watch what 
happens when you move the tool box 
near the edges, or close to another 
dockable window. 


Networking Training 


The Technology Training Unit is offering a series of computer 
hardware and networking programs from July to October. 


e Windows 95 ¢ Computer Hardware Training 
e Windows NT Training ¢ MCSE Training. 


For further information call 


9564 1966 


“/ Holmesglen Institute of TAFE, Batesford Road, Chadstone 3148 
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Creating Your Own Toolbar 

Using VB 5.0, it is a straightforward 
process to create your own development 
environment toolbar. 

Right click the standard menu bar and 
then choose the Customize ... option. 
When the Customize window appears, 
click the New ... button in the top right 
hand corner (however make sure the 
Toolbars tab has been selected first). 

VB 5.0 now asks you to enter in a 
name for your toolbar. Type My Toolbar 
and click the OK button to create it. 

Click the title bar of your new toolbar 
and drag it out of the way towards the 
bottom of the screen. Notice that you 
cannot resize your new toolbar yet, even 
though resizing arrows appear when you 
place the mouse cursor on its edges. 

The next step is to set up the contents 
of My Toolbar. 

The Customize dialog box is still open 
so click on its Commands tab. This tab 
has been divided into two parts. The left 
hand side lists the different categories of 
commands whilst the right hand side 
shows those commands available within 
a particular category. For example, click 
on Debug in Categories, and the familiar 
Debug commands—Step Into, Step Over, 
Step Out, and so on, are shown in the 
Commands list box. 

To add a command from any category 
to your new toolbar, do the following. 
Locate the desired command so that it is 
displayed in the right hand side list box. 
Then click and drag it onto your newly 
created My Toolbar. 

Each time you repeat this procedure 
with a new command, My Toolbar is 
automatically increased in size to cater 
for the latest one. When you have 
finished adding commands to My 
Toolbar, click the Close button on the 
Customize dialog box. 

Now you have a fully personalised 
toolbar complete with tooltips. 

Right click the standard menu bar, and 
there is the new toolbar listed along with 
the Debug, Edit, Form Editor, and Standard 
toolbars. Click the Customize ... option, 
and then the Toolbars tab. Click the My 
Toolbar entry, and you now have buttons 
at your disposal to rename or delete it. 

The power and flexibility to customise 
your development environment in this 
way is just another reason why Visual 
Basic stills remains so popular with 
millions of developers around the world. 

And the amount of customisation 
discussed here is just a small fraction of 
what can be done with VB. So if you are 
prepared to experiment, you'll finish up 
with a VB development environment suited 
to your own preferred style of working. 


Email address 
Contact Tony Stevenson by email at 


acsmls@acslink.net.au Oo 
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A Passel of Peters’ Pointers 





Pertaining to PCs 





(edited for your reading pleasure) 


On Thu, 12 Jun 1997 21:10:59 GMT, 
peterh@melbpc.org.au (Peter Hooper) wrote: 


we Ship 


> Since installing Lotus Suite 97 a couple of 

> months ago, the dial-up window comes up 

> automatically at start-up. The icon does NOT 

> appear in the Start Up group and despite 

> scanning, numerous times, every link that | can 
> find or even imagine, | cannot find from where 
> the dial-up window is receiving its instruction to 
> load. | have tried reinstalling Win 95 without 

> solving the problem. Can anyone throw any light 
> on how fo stop it coming up, please? 


Hi Peter H, Peter H here, 


| have just done the same in installing Lotus 
SmartSuite 97 and your posting has preempted 
mine by a day or so. Unfortunately | cant give you 
an answer, just reinforce that it is a bloody 
nuisance on start up. Your right, | have looked 
everywhere and cant find any shortcut. BTW | did 
try to delete the Internet Drawer in the controls, but 
to no avail, DUN keeps coming up. 


ASG 


Cheers, 
Peter Huttemeier peterhut@melbpc.org.au 


On: Fri, 13 Jun 1997 '05:39;38.-GMI, 


peterhut@melbpc.org.au (Peter Huttemeier) wrote: 


> On Thu, 12 Jun 1997 21:10:59 GMT, 


> peterh@melbpc.org.au (Peter Hooper) wrote: 
> Hi Peter H, Peter H here, 


Hi Peter H, Hi Peter H, Peter H here, Thanks gents, 
| shall not install the offending Lotus suite. 
Hopetully hours helping hapless hopefuls hit 
historical highs! Hysterical hapologies! 


Peter Hersch hershy@melbpc.org.au 


On Fri, 13 Jun 1997 23:33:26 GMT, in 
melbpc.general bobt@melbpc.org.au (Bob 
Thomas) wrote: 


> On Fri, 13 Jun 1997 12:35:39 GMT, 
> hershy@melbpc.org.au (Peter Hersch) wrote: 


>> On Fri, 13 Jun 1997 05:39:38 GMT, 
>> peterhut@melbpc.org.au (Peter Huttemeier) 
>> wrote: 


>>> On Thu, 12 Jun 1997 21:10:59 GMT, 
>>> peterh@melbpc.org.au (Peter Hooper) 
>>> wrote: 


>>> Hi Peter H, Peter H here, 





>> Hi Peter H, Hi Peter H, Peter H here, 


>> Hopefully hours helping hapless hopefuls hit 
>> historical highs! Hysterical hapologies! 


> A Plethora of Peters Plainly Posting Problematical 
> Problems & Postulating Possible Practical 
> Panaceas... 


From: “Carol Daniels” <cad@melbpc.org.au> 
To: Peter, Peter, Peter and Bob 


If Peter, Peter, Peter and Bob don’t mind |’d like to 
pinch this to use as a humourous piece in 


PC Update... 


Of course | may have to ask again, should any 
more of our playful members pitch in. 


Carol Daniels 


From: “Peter Hersch” <hershy@melbpc.org.au> 


> If Peter, Peter and Bob don’t mind I'd like to 
> pinch this to use as a humourous piece in 


> PC Update... 


Holly hullabaloo, 

Heartening hearing “herself”, head harbinger, 
heavenly heterosexual heroine happily hee-hawing 
hooligans’ highly humorous homily. 


Half Hungarian, Hershy himself. 


PS. Is there another word for thesaurus 
PPS. Other half is Romanian— Transylvanian to be 
exact. 


From: peterhut@melbpc.org.au (Peter Huttemeier) 
Hi Carol, 


No this one of the problematical Peters don’t mind. 
It seems | will have to look up my thesaurus and 
find something to quote back to the other ones! 


Cheers, Peter H 


Peter Huttemeier <peterhut@melbpc.org.au> 


From: “Bob Thomas” <bobt@melbpc.org.au> 
Hi Carol, 
Quote away .... no objection here! 8*) 


> Of course | may have to ask again, should any 
> more of our playful members pitch in. 


Ahhh... if only there were more of ‘em .... 8%) 


Bob Thomas 


What does membership 





Strength 


Melbourne PC User Group Inc. has over 
11,500 members and is the largest PC User 
Group in the world. It was founded in 1983, 
and is still run for its members, people like you. 


The Group employs full-time office staft 
and some part-time help. Some services are 
provided by contractors, but the other functions 
of the club— magazine writing and editing, 
online services maintenance; collection and 
distribution of shareware; organisation of SIG 
and monthly meetings and more, is performed 
by volunteers. 


The Group today proudly has a membership 
of people from all walks of life and with a 
broad range of computer skills. With this vast 
store of knowledge, members have access to 
information and help in numerous fields — 
programming, software solutions, DOS and 
Windows, communications, to name just a few. 


Melb PC’s magazine, PC Update, is sent to 
members 11 times a year. PC Update | 
publishes articles written by members and all 
members are welcome, indeed encouraged, 
to write articles on a subject they know about, 
to share with others. PC Update occasionally 
reprints articles from overseas user groups, to 
keep Melb PC members as up-to-date as 
possible. 


PC Update has won awards in each of the 
last six years in the International User Groups’ 
Newsletter Contest. Some of the many awards 
it has won are “Best Feature Articles,” “Best 
Publication,” “Best Features and Reviews,” and 
“Best Columnist.” It has also been runner-up 
in “Best Publication” and “Best Layout and 
Design.” Many people join the Group just for 
the value PC Update provides, well worth the 
annual membership fee on its own, and then 
discover all the other benefits of membership. 


A year’s membership of Melb PC, which 
includes having PC Update delivered to you, 
costs about as much as it does to buy a 
year’s issues over the counter. 


Computer First-Aid and Dial Help 


This unique service is made available free to 
members simply because volunteers within the 
Group give their time and knowledge to assist 
with any computing problems you may have. 
About 300 telephone numbers of unpaid 
volunteers, with day- and night-time contacts, 
are mailed to members with their PC Update. 
The service covers over 120 separate topics. 
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of Melb PC offer you? 


Training 

The Group provides training in a diverse 
range of computer skills, from starting with 
computers to advanced programming. 

Melb PC has its own fully-equipped training 
centre, using networked Pentium systems. 
Courses are run as a service to members, 
making them very cost-competitive when 
compared to similar courses elsewhere. 

Students learn in a classroom environment 
with one computer per student. Courses 
include applications (such as Quicken, Excel 
and Word), 88s and Internet usage, and 
operating systems such as DOS and Windows. 

Most classes are run in the evenings or at 
weekends, when parking is readily available. 
The Club’s rooms are also easily accessible 
by public transport. 

All courses provide suitable training material 
and support and a list of courses on offer to 
members appears in each issue of PC Update. 


Monthly Meeting 


Each month, except January, Melb PC holds a 
meeting, open to members and visitors. The 
meeting is usually addressed by representatives 
from the computer industry on topics of 
general interest. They frequently give away 
samples of software and other products. 
These speakers include many from Australian 
vendors and distributors — we have also been 
privileged to be addressed by CEOs such as 
Bill Gates, Philippe Kahn, Gordon Eubanks 
and others who made special visits to address 
our members. 

There is also the ability to address 
questions to the membership at large, seeking 
advice or problem-solving. Shareware and 
diskettes are sold and members socialise and 
discuss anything that takes their fancy — even 
computers! 

Following the meeting many members 
gather for a meal, arranged at a convenient 
restaurant, at “user-friendly” prices. 


Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 


The Group has siGs covering many aspects of 
computer use. A SIG can deal with any topic 
relating to personal computing, ranging trom 
particular applications to hardware and 
programming, or how to get the best trom 
your equipment. 

There are also regional siGs, for members 
in outlying geographical areas. 

A list of meeting dates, places and contacts 
for siGs is published each month in PC Update, 
with reports of past and future activities. All 
SIG meetings are available to any member. 





Bulletin Board 


Melb PC operates a free 23-hours-a-day 
bulletin board system (BBs) as another member 
service. The 88S, running on 34 lines, is the 
biggest Os/2-based BBs in the world. 

The Bes has two main functions — electronic 
mail and message exchange, and file transfer 
facilities. The mail and messaging facilities 
enable members to exchange messages with 
each other and to seek help on a wide range 
of topics, not only from other members but 
also from the world-wide PC community. This 
service gives BBS users access to an enormous 
pool of experience and talent on a vast array 
of subjects. If you have a problem, put a 
message on the sss and, more often than not, 
it’s answered in a day or so! 

The BBS carries many files on a range of 
topics. These have been uploaded by members 
who found them useful and can be down- 
loaded by other members. They include many 
useful utilities and the latest versions of share- 
ware software, often obtained from overseas 
BBss before appearing in other Australian 
outlets. 


Internet Service 


The club provides access to a 127-line full- 
featured Internet service, providing access to 
Usenet, ftp, irc, www, gopher and telnet. 

Sup/ppP accounts are provided. This popular 
service is being expanded and enhanced to 
serve a larger number of members. 


Software Library 


Melb PC maintains an extensive and up-to- 
date software library of programs (over 1300 
disks, with about 50 new disks added each 
month) for isM-type personal computers, 
obtained from around the world. This library 
of shareware software is available only to 
Melb PC members and is supplied on new 
disks at very low prices. 

An order form for this software is in every 
issue of PC Update. 


Shareware Registration 


Much of the most popular software on Melb 
PC’s Bulletin Board and in its software library 
is shareware, i.e. try free and pay only if you 
like and use it. 

The club organises bulk shareware 
registrations, usually at a substantial discount. 

Club-organised registrations also save 
members the costs of US-dollar bank dratts 
and overseas postage. oO 


PC Update, August 1997 





MELB PC Membership Application/Renewal 





Personal details Membership details 








Membership number (if renewing) | a 


Title Mr Mrs a lis | Ms Dr Oth. Ref: 
First name Middle initial Individual $60 $50 se $ p rae 


(extra family 


Last name ee $10 & $10 be § 
Postal Corporate $130 Fe $120 ae | ) 


address (two representatives, 


i ae $0 Lae $40 |e | 
Postcode | | — $50 ee $40 a fe 
Country | tomer $50 ler $40 ee § 


Business phone ( ) | | Notes: @ Students must attach a photocopy of student 
card or letter from educational institution 
| ie confirming full-time student status. 
@ Pensioners must attach a photocopy of both 
sides of their Pension Concession Card. 
Job title @ Please attach a list if more than one family 
or corporate member is being nominated 
| with this application. 
Employer @ Corporate members may change 
representatives by giving notice in writing 
| do Fed / do not fens want fo receive occasional promotional mail from commercial organisations. fo the secretary. 











= 


PCU 0897 Type New Renewal Amount 








































































































































































Home phone ( Fr 



































| hereby apply for membership Signature 
of Melbourne PC User Group 

Inc. and agree to abide by its 

rules while | am a member. Date Total § 























Training order form 





Course Title Starting Date Amount 
























































Toal:| | 4 











Members’ discounts 


For membership 
application or renewal, 
or training orders, 


Melbourne PC User Group 
Locality Map AN) 


| | Shrine of Remembrance 


It you are a member or advertiser 
offering a discount on goods or services 


please use the 
remittance 
and/or credit 
card form on 
the next page 


to Melb PC members, on production 
of their membership cards, please 
contact the office to register your offer, 
which will then be listed in future 
issues of PC Update. 


Qnd Floor 
66 Albert Rd 
South Melbourne 





a Para Perea a eA he we he arene ene ee i 














Top choice shareware 


These are some of the most popular volumes in the Melb PC Shareware/Freeware 


library. Refer to the regular catalogue updates in PC Update for up-to-date listings of 
other disks—use the lower part of this order form for your choice from those listings. 





Le 


Shareware/PD Title 


Melb No. 


| Format 


Qty | Amount 


















































Shareware Catalogue & New Member Disk 0000 3.5 / 5.25 

Graphics Workshop for DOS 8015 35 
Graphics Workshop for Windows 3.x 8064 A ie 

Graphics Workshop for Windows 95 8562 35 

Growit 8157 | 35 | al 
List 1490 3.5 / 5.25 

McAfee VirusScan for DOS 8018 35 











McAfee VirusScan for Windows 3.x 


(2-disk set) 


8626/27 





McAfee VirusScan for Windows 95 

















35 
35 
35 

























































































(2-disk set) 8664/65 
“NSD0S 6.22 Stepup from 6.0 (3-disk set)}  8110—12 
PKZip/PKUnzip 1235 3.5 / 5.25 
Real Audio Player for Windows 3.x 8364 35 
Real Audio Player for Windows 95 te 3.5 
Telix for DOS 8062 3.5 
Telix for Windows v1.00 (2-disk set)| 8129/30 3.5 
Wolfenstein Fights Street Fighter II | 8012 3.5 | 
Melb PC Internet kits (special prices) 
Windows 3x @$10 per set (3-disk set) 8711-13 3.5 
Windows 95  @S$20 per set (6-disk set), 8714-19 | 35 | 
3 3.5 / 5.25 
| 3.5/5.2 | 
3.5 /5.25 
| 35/525 
3.5/5.2 
35/525 














Postage/Packing is induded 


Costs: first disk (per order) $5, second disk $4, third and subsequent disks $3 each 


Total: 





| lam — (_) under 15 years of age 
[_) under 18 years of age 
(_) over 18 years of age 








Signature: 








Buy your diskettes 
from Melb PC 





Order details 





3.5-inch HD (1.44 MB) 
Postage and packing 


Enclose a cheque or use the 
credit card authority below 























Cost Number 
slag (Box of 10) of boxes Value 
Memorex 
525.inch HD (1.2NB) 129% ba 
| 

Memorex 

35-inch HD (1.44 MB) 915.00 | 

Generic preformatted $5,00 








$5 per order: $5.00 
Total: § | 

















Important: Please complete the following 
for both shareware and diskette orders. 





Member details 



























































Name | | 
Membership number: Ke | | | | | 
Delivery details 
Delivery 
Address 
a 
State | Postcode | : 




















Payment Details/Credit Card Authority 


Forward to Melb PC, PO Box 283, South Melbourne VIC 3205, Australia 





Please debit my: Bankcard ae Visa coal MasterCard 





| enclose a cheque made payable to Melbourne PC User Group Inc. for  $ 








with § 








Card expiry date va yi 





Date | 

















Card number 


| A 








i 














Business hours phone number ( 









































Card holder's name 














| Signature 
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Banksia Wave i losior Joy Rider 


$249 $149 


Up to $400 orfF BIG Australia's I lo 
BRAND PERIPHERALS! 


ONLY $269 


Fujitsu MO 


Drive 
Reliable & 
ost Effective 
storage _ 


ONLY $699 us si | ; 
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PREM 
CCO U NT guxae. 


t 
Vplti-L ser Accor ing tha 


ONLY $319 =] SEE PAGES 4 &6 
dé, FOR THE CHEAPEST 
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WINDOWS 
CRASH 
PROTECTION 


slog problems before they occur 
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- 


ONLY $59" UNBEATABLE VALUE 


eer. SEC 
NORTON ua page 


VANTEC Ma AntiVirusi22 


Communicate. Collaborate. Connect fo the World. 


100% Protection 


AMAZING PRICE! 


rue osto Aueeriine 1300 360 799 


les Lines Open 9am til 6pm Monday to Friday and 10am til 3pm Saturday. 





Anti-Virus | osetia 4 peer ee Re WordPerf&t S| 


Compare 
Our Service 


Compare our 
prices 


Software Warehouse can save 
you $100s on leading brand 
software and peripherals 


GY HEWLETT 
PACKARD 


ONE CH 





"¢ Embark if you dare... 


tilely 









, 


kes 





teachers. 


This edition includes the entire text.of 22 volumes of the International Woro;d Book Encyclopedia and 2-volume dictionary. 
It provides seamless Internet access with links to thousands of online resources with colourful 3D animations binging subjects to life. 


Provides seamless 
internet access. 
Links to thousands 
of online services. 
Newly Developed and 
edited. 


Contains Over 750 
maps (Including 
overlays of 


jjuseal] 


temperature, 
terrain and 
economy) 


% . Pa 
| Fran's, S200 IBM PRESENTS 
| Francistown, Rotware 
i Foiildod, Scions 

| Paani, Kertnxy 

| Feanitss, Geanaciy 


Time Frame 
search by 
year, decade, 
century, 
millenium or 
efa 


CO-ROM for WINDOWS 95 ar 3.1 


EVERYTHING FOR YOUR PC 


Multimedia Encyclopedia 


IBM and World Book have launched the international edition of the new 1997 World Book Multimedia Encyclopedia, linking cutting-edge 
technology with the world’s most authoritative and.best-selling reference work to provide the ideal learning resource for school or home. 
Designed specfically to meet curriculum needs of primary and secondary school students and containing a host of unique features, 1997 
World Book Multimedia Encyclopedia is the ideal homework aid and reference work that is easy and fun to use for students, parents and 


WORLD| 
BOO 


MULTIMEDIA ENCYCLOPEDIA 





INTERNATION A L 


TWARE WAKEROUSE 


Pty. Ltd. 
DELIVERED NATIONWIDE! 















World Book contains: 

e Thousands of pictures, hundreds of videos and 
other multimedia elements. 

e 750+ maps (including overlays of temperature, 
terrain and economy). 

¢ Immediate access to online content for Internet 
users. 

e Interactive simulations to quickly understand 
complex concepts. 

e Sticky Note, Highlighter and Outline features 

help organise research efforts. 

A time frame search by year, decade, century, 

millennium or era. 

e 3D animations and virtual reality —- 360 degree 

panoramic views, such as Stonehenge. 

225,000-entry dictionary and a fully featured 

atlas. 


* Providies searnkes Intefnet access 
Links to thousands of online 

* Topics geared te echacd curr 
Calourtal 3D snimations bring sublets to life = 


Newly developed end edited in London 


INTERNATIONAL 
ENGLISH EDITION : 
sis aris Designed for 


Stock Code WLDOO!1 


Microsoft 
Windows 95 











...On a Sinister quest that 
will pull you into the depths of hell 
itself... and beyond! 


From the makers of Warcraft II, a dark gothic underworld 
brought to life with stunning graphics. 

The kingdom of Khandaras has fallen into chaos. 

An unknown force of evil has swept across the land, 
plunging it into civil war and terrorising the populace. 

You have journeyed to the source of the evil, the town of 
Tristram, now inhabited by only a handful of survivors. 
The cathedral there is built over the ruins of an ancient 
monastery, and now eerie lights and sounds are heard 
echoing through its abandoned halls. Perhaps the answer 
lies within the 

forgotten past. 






















yet ea orderline 1 1300 3 4 60 199 
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|\Battie 





Warcrartt 





Chest 


Return to the world where 
the battle still rages! 


Return to the world of WarCraft where the battle between orcs and humans rages on. 
With powerful new allies, terrifying new foes and ingenious 
new weaponry, your struggle for the domination of Azeroth 
continues over land, sea and air. Warcraft II also features 
multiplayer mode via network and 24 campaign scenarios 
within 2 separate story-lines. Experience the epic saga of 
Azeroth, from the Orcs’ initial invasion 
to the human’s quest to forever seal the 
Dark Portal between the two worlds. 
Along the way you'll need to carefully 
manage your limited resources as you 
train fantastic troops, research 
powerful magics and construct 
buildings and ships to carry the battle 
over land, sea and air Prepare for 
combat with 70 new, custom-designed 
battledrounds to play with. Enhanced 
artificial intelligence learns and adapts to 
your strategies and actions, and new 
weapons of war can now be employed, 
including submarines, elven archers, 
dwarven inventors, griffins, zeppelins, 
dragons and battleships! 






Features 

e Allows 2 to 8 plyers via network 

e Allows head-to-head play via modem 
or cable connection by installing 
multiple registered copies. 

e Tactical combat on land, sea and air. 


| 5 
patioo Warcraft Il Next 70 Levels Companion Set CD §$39° 
ausos1 Warcraft Craft Battle Chest ty 109 








Discounts for members 






Discounts from members and advertisers 





academe voon-Ess Computers Books, magazines, Dymocks Technical Book and Mike McKeon Music 
“CMa iames§— Cosendon software, etc _ Frankston Magazine Company Dingley Village 
Ph: == 9326 2776 Ph: 9770 0300 Melbourne Ph: 9551 7363 
ustral Data Processing Fox: 9326 2797 Advanced Computer Products Fax: 9770 0400 Ph: 9663 395] 5%—on our Octet or 10% 
Services 10%—service and repairs, St. Albans 10%—computer books. 10% —computer books. ona 14 pce. Big Band & 
Forest Hill new & secondhand parts & Ph: 9364 1886 Dymocks The Worsley Press two vocalists. Discount off 
Ph: 9894 0199 systems. Fox: 9367 3639 Fountain Gate Rutherglen Musicians’ Award rates. For 
Fox: 9894 7688 PCLC Computers 20% —all computer books & = Ph: ~—-9796 6459 Freecall: 1800 622 805 Dinner dances, weddings, 
20% —(not hardware) on Heathmont software. Fax: 9796 6509 Ph/fax: (060) 32 8122 balls & special events. 
consultancy, data backup/ Ph: 9870 3288 Capricorn Programming 10%—computer books. 10% —8&. free postage. Newtech R&D 
storage, maintenance, Fax: 9870 3288 Services Dymocks Kilsyth 
hardware. 20%—labour on upgrades, Frankston Pran Central, Prahran Ph/tax: 9723 7535 
right Business Services 3% on some new systems. Ph: = 9775 5377 Ph: = — 9510 2100 10%—on electronics 
North Carlton Pollock Computer & Technical Fax: +9774 5434 Fox: 9519 2520 eervices consumer product design & 
Ph: 9388 9744 Services 10%—on Scanlab Vol.1 10% —computer books. Japanese translation. 


Adept Accounting and 


Fax: 9388 9755 Hampton Antivirus & virus education Trevor Gibbs Stewart Smith, Australian 


15%—Remanutactured laser = Ph: +~=—-9598 3186 kit. Melton ha ney Commercial Credit 
printer cartridges and inkiets. Fax: 9598 3186 Collins Booksellers Ph: 9743 8917 si Pg 436 7604 Licenced Insurance Brokers 
alculator King 20%—Personal PC tuition 8 — (Technical and Academic 15%—books: Windows O05 an cll eatin, ture Ph: 9816 3264 
St Kilda Road problem solution. Centre) Whys and Easy DOS It " a ® business Fax: 9816 3270 
Ph: 9866 8753 Protege Solutions Melbourne $16.95 each, $32 for both. ihe oan 25% — off normal costs. 
Fax: 9820 9652 Notting Hill Ph: 9654 3144 Incl diskettes. c B is fe Leasing Equipment & cars. 
10%—all calculators (inc. Ph: = 9558 9198 10%—computer books. ITS Information Technology ren oer eehe Home/commercial mortgage 
scientific/financial and Fox: 9558 9197 Computer Book Company Systems star 63 477) loans. 
speciality). Personal Organ- 15% —all fax/modems & Mt. Evelyn Greenvale 7 9563 4477 Tortoise Head Guest House 
isers: Sharp, Casio, HP Psion. ethernet products. Ph: 9737 0411 Ph/tax: 9333 2197 "Aig at oll Waalbdeana & French Island 
reensborough Computers © Summit Computers Fox: 9737 0433 20%—computer books, ca oa maa y Ph: (03) 5980 1234 
Greensborough Lilydale 20%—all computer books, Educational Software. Saiitine oi Fax: (03) 5980 1222 
Ph: 9434 6166 Ph: 9739 6269 mail order. Mace Booksellers and Wadhnns Geohes 10%—on accommodation, 
Fax: 9434 6033 Fax: 9735 0503 Cybec Pty Ltd Stationers ° rh i NIE tully catered, adjacent bay. 
20%—(labour only) on 20%—on labour (service, Hampton Mount Waverley 1 ae 9934 Quarter Deck B&B 
repairs and upgrades for networks, etc), 6%— Ph: 9521 0655 Ph: 9807 1899 F 9889 9934 San Remo 
individual Melb PC Members. hardware & software. Fox. 9521 0729 10% —computer books, o (purchase), 10% Ph: (03) 5678 5485 
5% on some models of new 10%—Vet antivirus software. McGills Authorised i eqaceMaaait Mob: 018 550 235 
PC Systems (please enquire). Dymocks, Shop 2 Newsagency ere Kedient tiiiding E-mail: rosco@melbpc.org.au 
atropolis Corporation Pty Ltd Melbourne Melbourne Me dCloims) 8 Allied 20%—on B&B stays of two 
Ferntree Gully Ph: 9663 1344 Ph: 9602 5546 Professional Patient Minne nights or more. Great views 
Ph: = 9752 4242 Fox: 9663 158] 10%—computer books. - ment & billing software and close to many tourist 
Fox: 9792 3777 10%—computer books, no Polyester Books Min Thong Lee attractions. 
10%— computer systems magazines. Fitzroy of. AP see Bei baat Ultimate Business Service 
(incl. free 24-hour soft- Dymocks Ph. 9419 5293 Ansan St Mebicemne Opportunities 
ware/technical support.) Brighton Fax 9419 545] Ph. 9402 1869 Strathmore 
S40 for up fo two hours Pre 99592 191 10%—on all fiction, science, a 9602 1876 Ph: 9483 4417 
maintenance/support Fax: 9592 1611 computer & non-fiction titles, 504 fifa ‘nsurance. loans Fox: 9374 2919 
rl Miller Computer 10%—computer books. magazines, comics & T-shirts. home g ‘an ntectati 25%—on travel cards that 
Software and Training Dymocks RMIT Bookshop aire ee allow 50% off world-wide 
Oakleigh Westfield Shopping Town, Melbourne Wichiiels Guzheba arc Video hotels. 12 month g’tee. 
Ph: 9222 4411 BH Doncaster Ph:s 9663 5855. Melbourne 
7543 1619 AH Ph: 9848 7209 Fox: 9663 7528 Ph: 9670 1333 
10%—tegistered copies of Fox: 9848 7307 . 10%—all books. a 9670 0074 : 
Brothers Keeper genealogy 10% —computer books. Facute up fa 1 OR =a digital 


software. Local support, 
manuals & supply of updates. 
$75 plus postage. 


cameras, scanners, Internet 
video conferencing, scanning 
bureau. 
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Access (Database) 


Ray Watson 

(03) 9883 4382 AH 
Fax: (03)'9576. 959) 
2nd Monday, 6.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Assembly & Other 
Languages 

Felix Hofmann 
felix@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9523 5400 aH 


lst Thursday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Ballarat 
Ken Smith 


kensmith@giant.bnc.com.au 


lst Thursday, 7.30 pm 
(03) 5332 7851 BH & AH 
(except school holidays) 
Ballarat & Clarendon 
College, Junior School 
Campus 

614 Mair St, Ballarat 


Russell Collins 

(03) 5439 3708 

2nd Wednesday, 7.30 pm 
Girton Grammar School 
(Computer Room) 

105 Mackenzie Street, 
Bendigo 

(Vine Street entrance) 


C/C++ Programming 


Ken Holmes 

(03) 9583 1504 BH 8& AH 
Ath Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Clarion 


Alan King 

(03) 9882 8044 BH 

4th Wednesday, 6.30 pm 
Suite 9, 

96 Camberwell Road, 
East Hawthorn 

(Through wire gate and 
up the stairs on the 
south-east side of 
Roseberry St) 
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Communications 


Philip Lew 

(03) 9822 2998 BH 

(Brief calls please) 

2nd Wednesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Daytime 


Felix van Lier 
Felixv|@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9525 3962 BH & AH 
Deputy convener: 

Brian Taylor 

2nd Thursday, 10.00 am 
Melb PC SIG Room 


East 


Keith Lane 
keithIn@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9762 6644 Anytime 
(03) 9761 1414 Fox 

lan Paterson 

(03) 9755 2238 

2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
Gas and Fuel Theatrette 
200 Rooks Road, Vermont 


East Workshop 


Keith Beresford 
keith@melbpc.org.au 

(03) 9726 9145 AH 

2nd Sunday, 10.30 am 
Gas and Fuel Theatrette 
200 Rooks Road, Vermont 


Freeware and 
Shareware 


Doug Westcott 
dougw@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9898 2765 AH 
Co-convener: Tony James 
3rd Tuesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Special interest group meetings 


Graphics 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
(03) 9562 1023 AH 
(brief calls please) 
Asst convener: 

Kevin Gorie 

3rd Monday, 7.45 pm 
We meet in the bungalow 
ot the rear of Nadish 
Naoroji’s home, 

8 Park Crescent, 
North Caulfield 


Hardware 


Felix Hofmann 
felix@melbpc.org.au 

(03) 9523 5400 AH 

Srd Wednesday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
(03) 9562 1023 AH 
(brief calls please) 

Asst convener: Eric Best 
(03) 9646 6898 aH 
2nd Thursday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


New Users, Central 


Graham Paul 

(03) 9417 5315 AH 
3rd Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


New Users, East 


Doug Brooke 

(03) 9822 3458 BH & AH 
2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
St Mark’s Anglican 
Church, 

Cnr Canterbury & Burke 
Rds, Camberwell 


0S/2 


John Angelico 
talldad@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9544 8792 

4th Tuesday, 6.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Programming 


Ross Hall 

(03) 5428 6470 aH 
(03) 9699 4000 BH or 
Andrew Callaway 
acal@ozemail.com.au 
(03) 9619 4067 BH 
2nd Tuesday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Quicken 


Viv Martin 
martinvg@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9583 5372 AH 

Ath Thursday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Retired & Interested 
Persons 


Ken Thomas 

(03) 9884 5309 BH & AH 
Ath (not last) Friday, 
10.00 am 

Lutheran Church, 

25 Cypress Avenue, 
Glen Waverley 


UNIX 


Yahya Abdal-Aziz 
(03) 9562 1023 AH 
(brief calls please) 

3rd Thursday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Video Editing (Linear) 


Albert Vanzet 
Derek Hampson 

(03) 9853 2482 

Ath Monday, 7.00 pm 
45 Talbot Avenue, 
Balwyn 


Video Editing 
(Non-linear) 


Kevin Gorie 

(03) 9870 3965 

2nd Monday, 6.30 pm 
45 Talbot Avenue, 
Balwyn 






Waffle 


Vince Thornton 

018 171 344 or 
Andrew Callaway 
acal@ozemail.com.au 
(03) 9619 4067 BH 
“Eat-ins” after monthly 
meeting. 


Gordon Ross 

(03) 5623 5434 AH 

Ist Friday, 7.30 pm 
Warragul Leisure Centre 
Function Room 


Western Suburbs 


Robert Mead 
nomad@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9312 54274th 
Tuesday, 7.00 pm 
Sunshine Squash Centre 
(corner Kent and Stewart 
Streets, Braybrook) 


Windows 


Mikhail Bortolotto 
(03) 9888 2360 AH 
lst Monday, 7.00 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


Word Processing/DTP 


Loraine Briggs 
Ibriggs@melbpc.org.au 
(03) 9563 6396 AH 
014 693 882 

Ath Friday, 7.30 pm 
Melb PC SIG Room 


| The Blind Citizens Support Group 


_ meets at 7.45 pm on the 3rd Tuesday 
— of each month, at Ist Floor, 87 Higt 
Street, Prahran. For further details, 
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laytime 


Felix van Lier 


ohn Fitzimons presented an interesting 
verview of Windows 3.x and 95. More 
1an 50% of members attending the 
aytime SIG are now using Windows 95, 
proportion that is increasing steadily. 


Here’s a sample of the mysteries John 
elped Daytimers unravel 


Can I run Win 3.1 and Win 95 on sepa- 
rate hard drives on the same machine? 
Has the latest Win 95 got dual booting 
facilities? 

What is PartitionMagic? 

Where is the best place to run an 
antivirus program, such as Diehard, 
e.g. in AUTOEXEC.BAT, and what 
problems does this introduce with 
installations or boot-up? 

Is PLUS part of OEM1? 

Does OEM1 give a choice of FAT16 or 
FAT32? 

Using FAT32, can I use 16-bit files? 

Can I have one partition in 16-bit and 
another in 32-bit? 

If I use Partition Magic to convert C: to 
C: (16-bit) and D: (32-bit) what 
happens to the old D: and are there 
problems with old references to it? 





Meetings Calendar 
(Check with siG Convener when a SIG meeting falls on a Public or School Holiday) 


meeting reports 


e With Word 97 running under Win 95, 
can I use files in 3.1 and vice versa? 


e What methods are available to back up 
registries? 

John also demonstrated WinZip 6.2, a 

compression utility with a GUI, that some 

users find easier to use than comparable 

bpos-based utilities. 

Many thanks John for an excellent 
presentation. Special thanks too, to John 
Mackenzie for his help with the sic 
report. 

Looking to the future: 

August 

Morris Tobias, Melb PC Vice-President 
and cEO of Computer Rebuilds, will 
speak to us about the latest developments 
in computer hardware. 

September 

Leigh Hawke will demonstrate desktop 
publishing with MS Publisher v2. 
October 

The Internet, with a look at the latest 
offerings from Microsoft and Netscape. 

Nothing stands still in the computer 
world, even if you are not considering a 
hardware or software upgrade right now, 
it’s still important to know what is going 
on. There is a saying “Life was not 
meant to be easy” and it certainly 
applies to computer operations. 


























































East 


Margaret Brown 

June: When our planned speaker was 
unable to attend, Dave Botherway 
stepped in and discussed the Internet. 
He explained the shift from “push” to 
“pull”, and how it might influence the 
way we use the Internet. Using an 
application like Pointcast we can 
personalise the information we receive. 
Who checks the virus checker? 
As part of his question and answer 
segment George Skarbek expanded on 
the difficulties of testing whether a virus 
scanner is working. He suggested that if 
we should come across an infected disk to 
make a copy before wiping it. The copy 
could be a useful tool for a colleague 
wishing to test an anti-virus program. 
Wiz Manager—a Windows 3.1 program 
that does what Windows 95 does? 
Leigh Hawke assured us that his favorite 
shareware program could do that and 
more. He demonstrated many of the file 
management and Toolbar features. Then 
explained how the program can be 
customised for maximum efficiency. 

Beginning at our July meeting, Stewart 
Bedford started a series of talks on web 
page construction. Stewart does not use 
commercial packages, preferring to 
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assemble his pages line by line with the 
aim of reducing extraneous material. 

Tip or Trick of the year award should 
go to Keith Beresford who showed us 
how to retrieve lost Microsoft installation 
numbers from the registry. After a system 
failure tedious re-installation of programs 
is usually necessary and can be very 
difficult without those essential numbers. 

In his Windows 95 segment Warren 
Kent explained how to make our lives 
simpler with a customised desktop and 
Toolbars. He demonstrated shortcuts and 
other timesaving techniques for Windows 
3.x and 95 and answered related 
questions from the floor. 

Planning meetings and topics with some- 
thing of interest to the wide range of 
computer skills and interests of our SIG 
members is a challenge. Suggestions for 
future meetings will always be considered. 
Contact Keith Lane (03) 9762 6644 


Hardware 


Bill Kessler 
We would like to thank Major Keary for 
two books, Upgrading and repairing PCs 
by Scott Mueller (version 4) and 
Hardware Bible by Winn L Rosch. 

We discussed US Robotics Courier 
modems, Pentium II, MMx, UsB-link, infra- 
red link, Cyrix 686 and using your PC as 
a timing mechanism. 

Member’s hardware questions were 


e Wintune 95 reports my RAM is too slow 
or there are too many wait states. How 
can I improve this? 


e | have a problem with my motherboard. 
The pci slots appear to be turned off. 
Can someone give me an idea how to 
make them work? 

People bringing equipment in to be looked 

at are requested to bring as much of their 

computer along as possible. We do not 
have a workshop to supply spare parts. 


0S/2 


Jobn Angelico 
Lotus Domino applications: We welcomed 
about 15 os/2 users, including some new- 
comers, along with Franz Walkow, IBM 
Australia Os/2 Evangelist, in June. 

Nick McGuigan (IBM Australia) introduced 
our special topic for the evening: using 
Lotus Domino for real-time distribution 
of online information. 

The demonstration led to an animated 
discussion of other types of real-time 
information distribution, including French 
applications—Minitel terminals and the 
abandonment of public transport time- 
tables, phone books etc. It was clear that 
a number of attendees were impressed 
with the possibilities of the technology. 
Product announcements: Nick and 
Franz announced two major products 
releases, the latest Os/2 release, codenamed 
“Bluebird” (which is designed for so- 
called “thin clients” aka Network Computers 
and Net PCs) and Sun’s Java Release 1.2 
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(which supercedes Release 1.02 and beta 
release 1.1, resolving the outstanding 
performance and stability questions). Along 
with the official release of Java 1.2 comes 
Visual Age for Java 1.2 which provides 
an integrated development environment 
consistent with other code bases. 

Open forum: There was clearly a feeling 
that individual users were being left 
behind in the rush towards corporate 
involvement, i.e. that the sic is merely 
following IBM‘s lead. 

We are certainly and inevitably being 
pushed in that direction because that is 
where IBM is taking Os/2 as a platform. 
However, we recognise that individual 
users still represent a significant base of 
intelligent power users as well as “bread 
and butter” users (that’s not meant to be 
disparaging) who know what they want. 
Shareware: The Melb PC Bps offers 
Os/2ers a range of new and improved 
native Os/2 shareware. Make sure that 
you check out the current offerings. 
Future topics (planned, dates still open) 


e Java and similar multi-platform 
applications. Corel OfficeSuite for Java 


e New users special: Warp Up and running 
with performance and tuning tips 


e Shareware reviews: various (please 
report back on what you would like) 
e A meeting with IBM Business Partners 
e Another session on 0s/2 and related 
literature (McGills Computer Section). 
Come along and add your voice to the 
requests for topics. 


Programming 


Ross Hall 

April: Andrew Callaway brought some 
J++ Java samples. Although not strictly 
within the domain of the sIG, everyone is 
interested in the language that seems to 
be accelerating quicker than all others in 
the market place. The manual Andrew 
brought was unusually clear and concise, 
giving us Basic and Pascal hacks an 
excellent overview of the language. From 
the program CD-ROM we ran a couple of 
sample applications in jview (the inbuilt 
Java output window) and MS Explorer. 

Alex Moss showed the handling of 
mouse events with a demonstration of a 
program where a button moves around 
the screen avoiding the mouse cursor. 

David Mehlman demonstrated a metric 
conversion table and microwave timer 
written in Delphi 2. This gave us a chance 
to look at tabbed forms and to solve an 
incorrect output problem. It was a 
problem with uninitialised variables. 


Video Editing (Linear) 


Derek Hampson 
June::Our first meeting at 45 Talbot 
Avenue, Balwyn started with a BBC 
training video, On Camera, showing how 
to, and in some cases how not to, film 


and edit video footage into an interesting 


presentation! 


and visually pleasing end product. Next 
up was a short “show and tell”. Two of 
our more courageous members shared 
their less-than-successful editing attempts, 
including their attempts to overcome 
problems. 

After the break Gavan Orford gave us 
an update on our SIG questionnaires. 
Since Albert Vanzet will be away until 
about mid-September, members should 
return their completed questionnaires to 
me at PO Box 618, Kew 3101. 

July: At our next meeting (Monday 28 
July) Ted Snell, who has many years 
experience on the technical side of 
television, including having set up the 
audio/visual department at Monash 
University, will talk to us about the 
structure of videotape. He’ll discuss the 
opportunities and limitations this creates 
for video and audio signals, and for the 
hardware involved in editing. 

Please note: the July and future meeting: 
will begin at the new time of 7.00 pm. 


Video Editing (Non-linear) 


Kevin Gort 
The first “Non-Linear” at 45 Talbot Ave, 
Balwyn (6.30 pm on 14 July 97) will be 
history by the time you read this. Laurie 
Weston has surprised us all by returning 
early from his holiday! 

The room will comfortably seat 40-50 
and we have a hi-fi vcr and stereo TV 
screen available. However, anyone who 
wants to show a Super VHS tape must 
arrange for a suitable vcr. The TV has 
RCA and S Video inputs. There is also a 
kitchen with a supply of hot water so 
refreshments (tea and coffee) will be 
available at cost. 

At the time of writing, the agenda 
includes discussion on our monthly 
program for the coming year. One 
significant issue that has been raised in 
your responses to our questionnaire, is 
the availability of a computer for our 
meetings. Mine at home sprouts so many 
cables out the rear, and now that it is 
going okay, I have sworn never to distu: 
it until something breaks. In any event, 
for me, the resulting tape is what matter. 

The editing subject for the evening is 
sound, i.e., problems, solutions and 
individual methods—illustrated where 
possible by members’ tapes. I expect thi 
to be an interesting and informative 
evening. 


Western Suburbs 


Robert Mec 

The second meeting of our SIG was well 
attended by members living in the west. 

We shared an interesting evening 
courtesy of Tom Coleman, who despite 
having just come from his sick bed, was 
able to share with us the intricacies of 
computers and computing. 

Thanks to Tom for an enjoyable 
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Volunteer of the Month 


The Volunteer of the Month for August 
is Robert Smith. Bob was elected to 
the committee, in December 1995, to 
fulfill the specialist role of property 
manager. At a time when it appeared 
our lease might be prematurely terminat- 
ed, Bob acted as go-between with the 
agents, while at the same time con- 
stantly looking out for new premises. 


Member-to-member deals 


WANTED 
Book: Moving from Cobol to C by Mo Budlong, 


SAMS Publishing. Cyberwar (4 CD-ROMs). $30 

Vadi (03) 9587 4406 Nascar racing (CD-ROM). $25 

i | Vetual Karts (CD-ROM). $25 
FOR SALE Car and driver (floppy disks). $15 


. ; Dynalink external modem, 14 400 bps model | ASAI file on a virus-free non-returnable MS-DOS 
TH lll ota 1A14VQE, with power supply, cable mcnnalt -~ (any size) and delivered to the Group’s 
mains. Cost over $200 in early 1996. $100 and software all in original packaging. $90 “ep 
We do not have the time to type your ads, so 
this service is restricted to electronic advertise- 
ments. 


Games: Destruction derby (CD-ROM). $30 
Flight Unlimited (CD-ROM). $40 
NBA live 95 (CD-ROM). $20 


Advertisements from members, for Swap, 
Wanted, For Sale, Free, etc, are run free of 
charge. 


All ads must be loaded as a file (NB: not a 
message) to the BBS (NB: nof the Internet) in 
ASCII format to area PCUP or supplied as an 


While seeking a new location this 
year, it was only through his efforts 
working and negotiating with agents 
that we were successful in finding our 
new offices. Melb PC is very grateful 
for Bob’s efforts during this time. 





Netcomm external modem, 2400 bps, with power 
cal ________— | supply and manual. $20 


Volunteers wanted 





Volunteers are needed to assist at Swap 
Meets to represent Melb PC. Just half- 
a-day one Sunday a month, at a 

meeting near you, is all that is asked: 
we believe you will find it rewarding. 


Microsoft Windows NT versions 3.51 and version | (03) 9587 3227 
4 update (current version) on CD-ROM with sup-| 
porting floppies. $170 





Infected disks are thrown out, without attempt- 
ing to disinfect or recover data! 


Trident 4MB DRAM VGA card. Brand new, never 
used, manuals included. $30 


4MB 1c DRAM card for IBM Thinkpad 750, 755, 
850. IBM original. $30 


Michael AH: (03) 9830 2273, 
BH: (03) 9532 3144 


Members’ ads will be included in the first 
available issue of PC Update. 


Advertisements must include at least one 
phone number—f you only want replies via 
the BBS or Internet, only advertise there. 


Norton NT tools, current version. $60 
QEMM memory manager v.7. $40 


Ken Walker: kgw@alphalink.com.au 
or (03) 98863139 = 


Please contact John Morris on 
(03) 9583 4095 or morris@melbpc.org.au 
if you are able to help. oO 

















"Service to all IBM and 
Compatible Computers, 
Printers, Monitors, and 
Peripherals. All Work Fully 


Guaranteed." 





"Specialists in IBM 


Compatible PC Upgrades, 
Including: Motherboard, Hard 
Drive, Floppy Drive, Video, 

Memory, Tape Back-Up 





Units, Processor and 


QS Multi-Media Upgrades." 


Call 9585 1645 


Bayside PC Services 


VI New Computers and Printers 

Vv] Enquire About Our Industry Leading Warranties 
Network / Modem Consultation and Installation 

Vv] Spare Parts, Cables, and Supplies 

VJ On-Site or Workshop Repairs 

Vv] Prompt Service. Reasonable Rates 

MV Call Today For Friendly Advice 
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library update 


Melb 0000 
Melb PC Shareware catalog v4.00 
and New Members disk 


This disk contains the details of all of the disks in 
the Shareware Library of the Melbourne PC User 
Group. Each disk is described in the same format 
that you see here. This format enables us to provide 
more details of each disks contents than a single 
line entry. It also enables you to use a program 
such as LIST (provided on this disk) to search for a 
disk or a program, by name, by number, by cate- 
gory, or by content. A new catalog disk will be 
released quarterly in the months of February, May, 
August, and November. The new catalog will con- 
tain details of all current disks up to the issue of PC 
Update for those months. This disk has been amal- 
gamated with the New Members Disk which con- 
tains details of the Melbourne PC Users Group, its 
consvitution, finances, special interest groups, mem- 
ber services, history, library, magazine, and other 
features of the group. A number of useful utilities 
have been included with the disk. All information is 
accessed by menu. The Catalog and New Members 
Disk is supplied free to new members. 


Melb 2516 Catalog-On-a-Disk v4.0 


Catalog-On-a-Disk is a flexible, cost-effective alter- 
native to printed product catalogs. It provides a 
means for you to distribute your product catalog to 
your customers on floppy disks. It’s easy for your 
customers to order from you using a few simple 
keys. They can browse or search for items, order as 
they go along and print the order form to printer or 
tile. The order can be sent by mail, fax, modem, or 
phone. You just set up your catalog to give it your 
company’s distinctive look. The opening screens, 
men, and exit screens can be prepared using an 
ASCII text editor. The catalog files are compressed, 
so that you fit more products on a disk, reduce disk 
access time, and provide security for your prices 
and other data. Catalog-on-a-Disk handles ship- 
ping and sales tax too. You can import and export 
in ASCIl delimited data base form, set colours, define 
a help bar and more. Sales people can keep their 
Catalog-On-A-Disk catalog on their notebook 
computer so they can take orders as they travel 
from site to site. This version contains a tutorial and 
on-cisk documentation. It requires 640 KB of RAM 
and 500 KB of hard disk space. Regn US$55 or 
AS9?. 


Melb 8018 
McAfee Virus Scan for DOS v3.0.2 


This disk contains the McAfee antivirus programs 
for BOS. It contains a detection and disinfection pro- 
gram (SCAN) which has been provided in an un- 
compressed form, so that the disk can be used, as 
supplied, to check your hard disk, prior to installa- 
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Shareware/Freeware 


tion. Remember to write-protect this floppy disk be- 
fore use. The scanning program has been designed 
to check for pre-existing infections of known and 
unknown viruses on floppy, hard, CD-ROM and com- 
pressed dis<s on both stand-alone and networked 
PCs, and network file servers. Documentation is 
supplied on disk. VirusScan can decrypt execute- 
only macros, so that macro viruses that are distrib- 
uted in source form and recompiled can be 
detected. VirusScan provides fast scanning perform- 
ance and exceptional virus detection rates with its 
new engine. It offers maximum defense against the 
newest threats to data. It detects all virus types, 
including Word and Excel macros, boot-sector, file, 
multi-partite, stealth, polymorphic and encrypted vi- 
ruses. This version includes new command line op- 
tions for cleaning floppy disks, removal of the new 
LAROUX Excel spreadsheet macro virus and over 204 
new viruses can be removed, making a total of 
3,006 viruses in the DAT file. VirusScan for DOS re- 
quires an IBM-compatible computer with DOS 3.1 or 
later and at least 340 KB of free RAM. Regn US$65. 


Melb 8026 
Mcafee Virus Scan for 0S/2 v3.0.2 


This disk contains the McAfee antivirus detection 
and disinfection program (OS2SCAN). The programs 
on the disk have been provided in an un-com- 
pressed form so that the disk can be used, as sup- 
plied, to check your hard disk, prior to installation. 
Remember to write-protect this floppy disk before 
use. The scanning program has been designed to 
check for pre-existing infections of known and un- 
known viruses on floppy, hard, CD-ROM and com- 
pressed disks on both stand-alone and networked 
PCs, and network file servers. Since OS/2 operates 
in a protected mode environment OS2SCAN can only 
check its own area of memory or “memory image” 
for viruses. There is no constant TSR-type protection 
available in Os/2. The Dos/Windows version of 
VShield is included with Os2scAN but it is only active 
while the system is running a DOS or Windows ses- 
sion. Documentation is supplied on disk. VirusScan 
provides fast scanning performance and excep- 
tional virus detection rates with its new engine. It 
offers maximum defense against the newest threats 
to data. This version includes new command line 
options for cleaning floppy disks, removal of the 
new LAROUX Excel spreadsheet macro virus and over 
204 new viruses can be removed, making a total of 
3,006 viruses in the DAT file. VirusScan for 0s/2 
requires IBM OS/2 2.1 or later and at least 8 MB of 
RAM. Regn US$65. 


Melb 8095 TIMECALCPRO v1.3 


This is a Windows-based time and date calculator. 
It adds, subtracts, multiplies and divides units of 
time (hours, minutes and seconds). It also performs 
cate calculations. It looks and behaves like a regu- 
lar calculator. It even has a running “tape” that 
displays all of your calculations and can be printed 
if required. The program can use either the key- 


Glenn Webster 









board or a mouse for input and there is contex 
sensitive help throughout. You can customise th 
colour, size and display formats. This version co 
rects some bugs that could cause incorrect calcul 
tions under some circumstances. TimeCalcPr 
requires Windows 3.x or later. Regn US$10. 


Melb 8367 
agSI (system Information Tool) v1.2.' 


This system tool (agS!) provides hundreds of iten 
of information about your hardware system, operc 
ing system, memory, software, drives and config! 
ration files. The program correctly detects the new 
cpus, such as Pentiums, and provides detailed infc 
mation from BlOses, including Plug and Play Biose 
agSI runs in DOS text mode but a PiF file is provide 
so that it can be run under Windows. Addition 
functions, such as changing system settings and di 
formatting, increase the functionality of this toc 
agS! has extensive, detailed online help. This ve 
sion provides extensive Intel chipset informatio 
has a better hard disk bench test, displays F 
graphics and multimedia-video devices, displa 
more hard disk partition types, including Win9! 
FAT32 and correctly displays Pentium MMX comman 
in the Processor page. There are numerous oth 
changes. Minimum system requirements for ac 
are an 80286 processor (but an 80386 or better 
recommended), about 500 KB of free DOS memc 
and about 1.3 MB of hard disk space. A mouse 
supported and agSI can be run from a floppy di 
(but it will run slowly). Regn US$23. 


Melb 8440 


HyperSnap DX brings professional quality and cc 
venient Win 95 and NT screen captures to yc 
fingertips. Choose your own hot keys that quicl 
capture the entire desktop, any rectangle you ot 
line, or the highlighted window or client, and aut 
matically save each of your captures to a file 

detault— you can even trigger new captures eve 
x seconds and have the filename incremented. Pr 
your capture direct from HyperSnap DX— it will « 
pand the image to the size of the paper and m« 
gins that you set, and even add a frame, rever: 
or reduce the output to black and white! You c 
save your image as a BMP, GIF or JPEG file. Optic 
ally, GiF files can be interlaced and can inclu 
transparent back-grounds. HyperSnap DX will ci 
ate JPEG files, including the new progressive for 
JPEGs, that are becoming popular on the Wo 
Wide Web. Bmp graphics can be saved in 16, 25 
64 K or 16 M colours. This version adds the abi 
to capture screens from within DirectX applicatior 
making sure you can capture those great gami 
moments with correct colour palettes, and JPE 
now have save options for a user-defined perce 
age of output quality and the “fade-in” format. F 
quires Windows 95 or Windows NT. Regn US$2: 
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HyperSnap DX v3.0 





lelb 8592 
RealPlayer for Win 95/NT v4.00 


ne RealPlayer provides real time sound over the 
ternet. Once you have installed the RealPlayer, it 
ill play automatically when you select any Re- 
[Audio or RealVideo clip on a World Wide Web 
age. You do not need to load the RealPlayer pro- 
ram first. The RealPlayer only plays RealAudio and 
ealVideo files. It does not play .AU or .WAV files. 
his version adds the ability for near-CD quality 
14.1 KHz) stereo sound on an ISDN internet con- 
ection. This update allows for the use of the new 
2alVideo standard which will enable the viewing 
f video across the Internet with the best possible 
vality. RealPlayer requires an 80486SX-33 or faster 
rocessor, 8 MB of RAM, 2 MB of hard disk space, 
lin 95/NT 4.0 or later, a Windows-supported 
und card, a Winsock dialler and an Internet con- 
action with a 14.4 Kbps or faster modem. For 
8.8 Kbps RealAudio files, an 80486DX-66 or 
ister processor and a 28.8 Kbps or faster Internet 
ynnection is required. For ISDN playback a Pen- 
ym with 8 MB of RAM and a 56.6 Kbps ISDN link 
- faster is required. A Windows 3.x version of this 
‘ogram is available on disk Melb 8364. 


lelb 8705 
Cool Edit for Windows 5/NT v96 


1e 32-bit version of Cool Edit is a complete sound 
jitor, manipulator and creation package using 
2-bit APis and compiled for 32-bit operation. It 
in synthesise just about any sound using the noise 
yd tone generation functions along with the wave 
insformation functions. Any sound sample can be 
sed as an “instrument” and set to music (like a 
9g barking Jingle Bells). Most popular file formats 
e supported, including WAV, AU, AIFF and many 
hers. Some of the many features of this program 
clude reverb, undo, echo, flange, stretch/pitch 
\ange, customisable toolbar, filtering, cue lists, play 
ts and scripts. This update incorporates faster load- 
g and faster screen draws for Spectral analysis, 
gher quality sound, more file formats, exporting 
RealAudio files saved in other formats, cleaner 
yise reduction, and a new Setup/Uninstall pro- 
am. Cool Edit has extensive online help. Cool 
lit requires Win 95/NT, a Windows-based sound 
ird and a mouse. Regn US$25 for the lite ver- 
yn, and from US$50 to US$100 for full versions. 


lelb 8841 
Super Notetab v2.62a (Win 95/NT) 


per NoteTab is not just another Windows Notepad 
placement! It is a multi-page text file editor that 
capable of opening a very large number of files. 
e actual limit is determined by the amount of free 
stem resources. Each document is displayed on a 
sbed page making it easy to switch between them. 
separate window, called the Document Selector, 
akes it easy to find a specific document when a 
‘ge number of them are open. Super NoteTab can 
configured to occupy a minimum of screen estate 
d stay on top of other applications. Context-sen- 
ive shortcut menus provide access to all the edi- 
-'s commands. The editor has powertul search 
id replace commands, word and character statis- 
s, a context-sensitive help file and lots of other 
eful features. You can open files automatically 
ch time you start the program or by drag-and- 
opping them from Explorer. Super NoteTab uses 
indows system resources sparingly. It does not 
odify the Windows system registry or INI files. It 
yuires Win 95/NT. Freeware. Note: Mini Notepad 
; the same author) which will handle notes and 
all text files is available on disk Melb 8841. 
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Melb 8852-8853 
Thumbs +Plus v3.0C€ (2-disk set) 


Thumbs+Plus is an effective, elegant and inexpen- 
sive way to locate and organise your graphic files. 
The program has support for almost every imagin- 
able graphic file format as well as support for *.AvI 
and *.FL files. You can add thumbnail-size pictures 
of the files easily by searching the entire hard disk 
quickly, in the background, while you work on 
other programs. This update includes support for 
new graphic file formats and sound file formats. 
Thumbs+Plus requires Win 95/NT 4.0, MS-Video 
for Windows drivers are required for .AVI/.FLI files 
(available on disk Melb 8159). A Windows-com- 
patible sound card is required for sound files. Regn 
A$80. This program has been re-issued as a two- 
disk set due to an increase in size. Accordingly disk 


Melb 8035 has been deleted. 


Melb 8854-8856 McAfee Virus Scan 
for Win 95 v3.1E (3-disk set) 


These disks contain the MCAFEE ANTI-VIRUS set of 
programs for Win 95. These programs must be 
installed on your Win 95 system prior to use. In- 
structions have been included on the disk. Remem- 
ber to write-protect these floppy disks before use. 
The Administrative Mode enables System Adminis- 
trators to lock VirusScan95 configurations on users’ 
systems. The ScreenScan utility will automatically 
scan your system for infected files when your screen 
saver is active. This version of VirusScan95 detects 
129 new viruses and removes 112 of them. VirusS- 
can95 requires Windows 95. Regn US$65. This 
program has been re-issued as a three-disk set due 
to an increase in size. Accordingly disks Melb 8664 
and Melb 8665 have been deleted. 


Melb 8857-8858 
SmartDraw v3.11 (2-disk set) 

Melb 8859-8860 
SmartDraw 95 v3.11 (2-disk set) 


SmartDraw is an easy-to-use Windows program 
that enables anyone to draw great looking dia- 
grams, flowcharts, flyers, posters, maps, invitations 
and other business graphics. SmartDraw provides 
drag and drop drawing, lines that automatically 
stay connected to shapes when they change size or 
position, text editing that automatically places text 
above, below or inside shapes, and shapes that 
grow to fit the text. A built-in library of professional- 
looking design styles and a large collection of 
built-in shape libraries and clip-art are provided 
also. SmartDraw works with Microsoft Office, Lotus 
SmartSuite, WordPerfect and other programs that 
support OLE, so you can insert SmartDraw drawings 
directly into your documents without leaving your 
word processor or spreadsheet. Although Smart- 
Draw is aimed at non-graphics professionals, tech- 
nical professionals will find it very useful for 
flowcharting and diagrams. Some of the many new 
features in this version include: print preview, one- 
step creation of common diagrams, new symbols 
and templates, new curved lines, user-defined 
zoom level and much faster library drawing. The 
16- and 32-bit versions of SmartDraw share com- 
mon file formats so libraries and drawings can be 
exchanged across both versions of the program. 
This version is a major bug fix release correcting 
problems found in version 3.03. Both programs 
require an 80386 or better processor, VGA graphics 
and 1.5 MB of hard disk space. SmartDraw re- 
quires Windows 3.x or later and a minimum of 4 
MB of free memory under Windows, while Smart- 
Draw 95 requires Win 95/NT and a minimum of 2 
MB of free memory (under Win 95). Regn US$49 
and provides 1500+ additional images and tem- 


plates, more capacity, more features, a printed 
120 page manual and technical support. Note: 
Disks Melb 8246 and Melb 8458 which contained 
the previous versions of SmartDraw for Windows 
have been deleted. 


New Disks 
Melb 2606 Business Plan Master v3.1 


Every business needs a plan in order to track its 
progress. Business Plan Master is a set of docu- 
ments and spreadsheet templates that help you to 
create a professional business plan quickly and 
easily. Most of the work has been done for you. 
Just enter the information that is pertinent to your 
business and edit the text you want from these 
formatted templates. Enter your projections and the 
spreadsheets generate full financial reports and 
analysis (income statements, balance sheets, cash 
flow, ratios, etc.). You can save days of work and 
have a comprehensive business plan to show your 
company’s growth! The files and templates sup- 
plied are designed for use by those with a basic 
knowledge of word processing and spreadsheets. 
Preferred programs for use with Business Plan Mas- 
ter include WordPerfect, MS Works, MS Word, MS 
Excel and Lotus 1-2-3. However, other competitive 
programs such as WordStar or Quattro Pro should 
be able to import these files. Business Plan Master 
requires an 80386 or later, Windows 3.x, 1 MB of 
RAM and 2 MB of hard disk space, a word proces- 
sor and a spreadsheet. Regn US$34. A protes- 
sional versional with a 100-page printed manual 
and additional templates is available for US$44. 


Melb 2607 EditPad 


EditPad is a replacement for the standard Windows 
NotePad with many features. You can open as many 
files at a time as you need and you can change 
between the open files by clicking on their tabs. Block 
functions, such as saving parts of your text to disk, 
and inserting a file into the current text are available 
also. You can configure the open and save dialog 
file filters. EditPad requires Win 95 or later and 500 
KB of hard disk space. Regn by Postcard. 


Melb 2608 Desktop Themes v1.3 


The Win 95 Plus! pack adds features to Windows — 
some really should have been included with Win 95 
itself. One of these is Desktop Themes. A Theme is 
a collection of sounds, icons, pointers (cursors), wall- 
paper, colour and font settings, and a screensaver. 
The Desktop Themes application is a direct replace- 
ment for the Desktop Themes control panel pro- 
vided with the Plus! pack. It offers the same func- 
tionality as the Plus! version with a few additional 
features. Even if you have Plus! you might want to 
consider switching to using Desktop Themes for the 
additional features. You will require Win 95 or later 
and a VGA or better graphics card and monitor. 


Melb 8861 Cookie Crusher v1.5 


Cookie Crusher is a program designed to automat- 
ically accept or reject a cookie. A cookie is encoded 
data that a Web site sends to your browser. This 
information is stored on your computer’s hard drive 
for later retrieval. The cookie could be an identifica- 
tion number that tracks you from one visit to the next, 
the current time and date, or other piece of informa- 
tion. Cookies can generate profiles of your visiting 
habits, monitoring what pages you visit and what you 
like to access. They are increasingly used by adver- 
tisers to accumulate Internet user data and build user 
profiles. Many people consider this practice a privacy 
violation. Requires Win 95 or later, and works with 
either Netscape Navigator, Netscape Communicator 
and Internet Explorer. Regn $10. 
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Melb 8862 WhiteStar v2.0 


The WhiteStar Homepage Wizard is designed for 
users who are new to web authoring and who would 
like to create their own homepages without going 
into the complexities of HTML. It has an easy-to-use 
and highly visual interface allows users to create 
web pages fast without much hassle. The HTML code 
generated contains comments that teach the user 
some of basic fundamentals of HTML tags and how 
they are used. Requires Windows 95 or later. 


Melb 8863 Wincode v2.7.3 


Wincode enables you to send and receive binary 
files via e-mail (or any other ASCil-based communi- 
cations system). It provides a quick and easy way 
to distribute programs to people all over the world. 
Wincode is a Windows 3.x program which converts 
8-bit BINARY (EXE, COM, GIF, etc) files to 7-bit ASCII 
(Text) files (and vice versa) through a process known 
as bit-shifting. Wincode currently supports UU, XX, 
USR, Base64 (MIME 1.0 conformant), BINHEX, BTOA 
and BOO encoding/decoding. Some of the many 
features of Wincode include, drag and drop sup- 
port, easy-access buttonbar, automatic code type 
detection, a powerful scripting language, support 
for automatic ZIP/UNZIP and automatic virus scan- 
ning. It also handles single- and multi-file encoding 
and decoding. It is fully configurable. Wincode re- 
quires an 80286 or later processor, Windows 3.x/ 
95/NT, 2 MB of RAM and about 1.8 MB of disk 
space (2.5 MB with the HELP file). The built-in E- 
Mail capabilities require a Winsock setup and an 
Internet connection. Wincode is distributed as FREE- 
WARE. The HELP file is available for a one-time fee 
of US$10 but it is not required for Wincode to 
function correctly. Ordering the HELP file entitles you 
to future updates and e-mail based support. 


Melb 8864 
QuickRef Project Assistant v1.0E 


QuickRef is a project management, record keeping, 
and reporting tool which enables you to quickly 
and accurately see “where you are” on your vari- 
ous projects. You can quickly record and review 
data on time and money spent on various ongoing 
projects and keep notes and “to-do” items, specific 
to each project. Time and money entries may be 
sub-divided into up to nine different categories. 
Data may be shared on an office network. You can 
use almost any existing project numbering scheme. 
You can used QuickRef in either a “single-user” 
mode, or you can use it to record items for any 
number of people. Notes for each project can be 
kept in a free-form note file. QuickRef can instantly 
print snapshot reports, comparative reports and 
project lists. Closed projects can be archived and 
still maintain instant access for future reference. 
QuickRef has user-defined screen colours, optional 
passcode protection and it will run on any IBM com- 
patible under Windows or DOS. Regn US$35. 


Melb 8865 Go-Moku 95 v1.2 


This is a Win 95/NT implementation of the game 
of Go-Moku, which is also known as “Five-in-a- 
Row”. Some of its features include simple rules, an 
unlimited undo/redo, autoplay and replay, hints 
and comments, sound effects and background mu- 
sic. Its complete, context-sensitive help system, its 
flexible, artificial intelligence engine and a cool in- 
terface should provide many hours of enjoyable 
puzzle solving. You can even change sides during 
a game. Requires Win 95/NT. Regn US$5. 
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Melb 8866 
MasterMind Typing Tutor v1.07 


MasterMind will help you to learn touch-typing 
quickly. This award-winning program cuts work to 
about a quarter of any alternative for learning to 
touch-type. You should be able to master the key- 
board in two to six hours. The magic is in Master- 
Mind’s sensitive way of adjusting repetition for your 
progress. It knows when to repeat a key and when 
you are ready for a new key. MasterMind Typing will 
put appropriate instructions onscreen as you use it. 
Moving hands show fingering onscreen. It can teach 
multiple keyboards such as, Arabic, Dvorak, Euro- 
pean, and US. It self-adapts to various symbol lay- 
outs if Windows identifies the symbols with single- 
byte codes as usual. The Dvorak layout increases 
typing speed for English about 30% by putting the 
more common keys in easier reach. The speed of 
learning wita MasterMind, unlike other tutors, makes 
it practical to learn multiple keyboards. It requires an 
80286 or later, Windows 3.x/95/NT, 1 MB of RAM, 2 
MB of hard disk and &GA or better. Regn US$36, 
provides a copy of version 2.x (non-shareware) with 
extra features. Site licences are available. 


Melb 8867 Tamagotchi v1.0 


Tamagotchi is a popular game which originated in 
Japan. Tamagotchi, meaning “Love Egg” is a vir- 
tual pet. The original Tamagotchi was to be carried 
with you on a key chain. Your job was to care for 
the virtual pet, and in about 30 days it would grow 
up and fly away. It is better than the original Tam- 
agotchi because you control when Tamagotchi ex- 
ists. The aging rate is much faster (1 hour = 1 year 
for Tamagotchi). Requires Windows 3.x or later, 4 
MB of RAM and a mouse. 


Melb 8868 EDESK 97 


EDESK 97 is an Internet-friendly “global workstation” 
for the sophisticated SOHO/PC user and the corpo- 
rate executive. You can use it in the office, at home 
or while on tour, to setup your electronic office and 
to stay in touch with anybody, anywhere. You can 
customise Executive Desk with holidays and other 
events, calendar start days, appointment history 
days, birthday and anniversary check, modem pa- 
rameters and dialling codes. You can also set an 
alarm sound and an access password. EDESK 97 
works with cc:Mail, MS-Mail, or MS-Exchange to 
facilitate communication with your workgroup on a 
network and with the outside world via the Internet. 
You can drag’n’drop incoming messages into your 
schedule and task lists and create outgoing mes- 
sages from your EDESK schedules and task lists. You 
can use E-Dockets to transfer specific information, 
such as schedules and tasks, into a docket which 
can be sent via the Mail Centre over a LAN or the 
Internet to its destination. Wrist Portability is a fea- 
ture to export reminders, schedules, phone num- 
bers and anniversaries to a Timex-150 watch by 
simply holding the watch in front of the screen. 
(This feature requires the Timex Data Link software 
v2.0 or higher supplied with the Watch). EDesk 97 
requires a PC, VGA monitor, 2 MB of hard disk 
space and Windows 3.x/95. Regn US$60. 


Melb 8869 EZ-Split 


EZ-Split is an easy-to-use file splitter for Windows. 
The purpose of EZ-Split is to take a huge file and 
split it across multiple diskettes. Some of EZ-Split’s 
features include splitting a file from a hard disk to 
any floppy and easily re-joining split files. EZ-Split is 
very customisable. It is great for archiving large files 
to diskette in case the need to restore arises. It is also 
usetul for transporting large files between computers. 
It requires an 80386 or faster processor, Windows 
3.x or later and 700 KB of hard disk space. 


Melb 8870 ) 
Mini Notepad v1.8B (Win 3.x/95 


Mini Notepad is a versatile, multi-page text file editc 
that covers all of the features available in Notepac 
Each document is displayed on a tabbed page mal 
ing it easy to switch between many files. The editc 
can be configured to occupy a minimum of scree 
space and stay on top of other programs. Contex 
sensitive shortcut menus provide access to command 
Mini Notepad makes it easy to open frequently use 
files; it can do so automatically each time you start th 
program. You can open files by drag-and-droppin 
files from File Manager or Explorer. Mini Notepo 
has been optimised to handle notes and small te 
files. It has been designed to use minimal Windov 
system resources. As a result, you can safely keep th 
program open all the time, even if you have mar 
files open. This disk contains 6-bit and 32-bit version 
It requires Windows 3.x/95/NT. Freeware. Note: 

you need to edit large, multi-megabyte text files, wi 
Win 95, use Super NoteTab (available on Melb 884 
which can edit files as large as memory permits). 


Melb 8871 Regclean v4. 


Regclean is a program that cleans up your Win $ 
registry. It first scans the registry for different prol 
lems, such as Class Identifiers, Interface Identifie 
and Library Identifiers. After it has finished scannir 
you will be prompted to fix any errors found. Tr 
program also enables you to undo the correctio 
you have made. It requires Win 95 and a mous 


Melb 8872 Revival v1. 


Revival is a program that revives files in hard di 
which has been completely destroyed by two po 
sible means. An infected boot sector, in the par 
tion table, the FAT, and the root directory or if yc 
have accidentally formatted your hard disk. TI 
author of Revival claims that the software can he 
you revive the files easily, provided that they rema 
somewhere on the hard disk. It requires Win 95 
later and an 80386 or faster processor. 


Melb 8873-8874 
SANDRA v1.10 (2-disk se 


SANDRA is a Win 95 diagnostic utility similar to Sy 
tem Information utility in Norton Utilities and Pé 
Tools. This program includes many features at 
shows undocumented system information, as w 
as the usual diagnostic features. A help file « 
plains the meaning of most of the terms used. Sa 
dra can create e-mail and faxes, and it can pr 
system reports. It requires an 80386 or faster prc 
essor, Win 95/NT 4.0 or later and a mouse. 


Melb 8875 WinSafe 95 v3.21 


WinSate 95 saves all vital information and resto! 
your Win 95 system back to operating conditi 
when you find yourself in Safe Mode or a crash. 
gives you quick access to all the files and utilities tt 
you need to recover. It restores your registry a 
other vital files in a second. You can even reco\ 
from the DOS prompt (if you get locked out of W 
dows) by simply typing the word “WINSAFE”. W 
Sate95 comes with all the tools and informati 
needed to restore. It is easier to use than Microso’ 
Error Recovery Utility. WinSafe95 informs you wh 
your system files change and you need to backup 
can even reinstall Win 95 from the DOS prompt usi 
your cabinet files. This is a must for Win 95 use 
especially if you do not know how to restore hidd 
tiles, registry file, boot files and files with attribut 
This program does it all and walks you through fir 
ing your problem. Requires an 80386 or later prc 
essor, 2 MB of RAM, 2 MB of hard disk space a 
Win 95. Registered users can obtain free tech sv 
port if they crash! Regn US$25. 
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lelb 8876-8877 
CD Box Labeler v1.3 (2-disk set) 


D Box Labeler is a CD jewel box label program. 
»u can edit text, use every font and font size in- 
alled on your system, load images to be displayed 
1 your CD label and change colours to make your 
D labels more personalised. CD labels are even 
stter if you use a colour printer when you print your 
bels. Now you don’t need to load your favourite 
‘aphic utility to edit your CD-labels. With CD-Box 
ibeler you can do prepare a professional CD box 
bel within one minute you can print an unlimited 
ymber of copies. It requires Win 95 or later and a 
inter with Windows-based drivers. Regn US$2. 


lelb 8878-8879 
MainActor v1.00 (2-disk set) 


ainActor is a modular multimedia processing 
yckage. You can load, edit, play and save or 
ynvert all major animation and the most common 
cture formats. MainActor will load and save AVI, 
vicktime, FLI/FLC Animations, GIF-Anim, MPEGI-II 
1d WAV files, as well as BMP, JPEG, GIF, PCX, TARGA 
id iFF graphics files. Sound can be saved inside 
| and Quicktime video files. MainActor requires 
‘in 95/NT 4.0 or later, 8 MB of RAM and DirectX 
O installed correctly to work. Regn US$60. 


lelb 8880 
NeoBook for Win 95/NT v3.1 


20Book for Windows is a powertul authoring sys- 
n for disk-based books, interactive catalogs, news- 
ters, kiosks, training materials, etc. NeoBook’s 
uitive graphical interface makes it easy to combine 
ctures, sounds, video, special effects, text and other 
sments to produce sophisticated multimedia appli- 
tions. Finished publications can be compiled into 
ind-alone 32-bit Windows applications which may 
: distributed royalty-free. Some features not found 
the DOS version include a 32-bit compiler that 
sates stand-alone Windows applications complete 
th a custom installation program, Expanded file 
pport, including BMP, PCX, GIF, JPEG, PNG, TIF, ICO, 
AF, FL, FLC, AVI, MOV, MPEG, WAV, MID, RTF, True Type 
ats and more, Internet commands to link your pub- 
ations to Web sites, Functions for Computer Based 
tining and Scoring, Text Entry fields, Radio Buttons 
id Check Boxes for advanced user interaction, an 
ptional Password to Exit applications, the Option to 
Id your own custom mouse cursors and many 
sre. Requires Win 95/NT 4.0 or later, 8 MB of RAM, 
MB of hard disk space, a VGA or better graphics 
rd and monitor, and a mouse. A sound card and 
Internet connection is optional. Regn US$200. 


elb 8881 
WinfFlash for Windows 3.x v4.0 

elb 8882 
WinFlash for Win 95/NT v4.0 


inFlash is a multimedia creation program designed 
- coursework or professional training material. The 
slti-media capabilities allow for an almost unlim- 
d range of study materials. Drawings, pictures, 
unds, music, video and text can all be combined 
cover nearly any learning requirement. The wysl- 
G editor makes the creation of your card decks 
ick and easy. It includes built-in browsing and 
wing/listening capability for .AVI, .BMP, .MID and 
av files. The printing capabilities will allow you to 
<e your decks with you when you can’t study at 
ur computer. Winflash requires Windows 3.x/95/ 
~ 4.0, 1.5 MB of hard disk space, and an 80386 
faster processor. Regn US$25. 
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Star Wars Rebel Theme 
Star Trek Theme 

Star Trek Klingon Theme 
Simpsons Theme 

Melb 8887 Tool Theme 
Melb 8888 Doom 2 Theme 


These are themes for use with Microsoft Plus! for Win 
95. The Star Wars Rebel theme is a theme based 
upon the Rebel Alliance. The Star Trek themes are 
based on the original 1960's series and the Klingon 
Empire. The Simpsons theme is based on the hit 
television cartoon show The Simpsons. The Doom 2 
theme is based on the game Doom 2, and the Tool 
theme is based on the American band Tool and their 
album Anemia. Each of these disks has a copy of 
Desktop Themes (on disk Melb 2608). Alternatively 
you can use Microsoft Plus! to install these themes 
onto your computer. 


Melb 8889 
Yeah Write for Windows 3.x v1.1.3 


This Windows-based word processor uses a fill-in- 
the-blanks approach to create a document from a 
blank screen. Screen fonts are set independently 
from printed fonts so you can edit with large charac- 
ters and print with normal size characters. Yeah 
Write’s program interface is simple enough that us- 
ing most features is fairly obvious, even if you have 
minimal Windows experience. It supports normal, 
bold, italics and underline styles. It also supports 
standard paragraphs, several types of indented para- 
graphs, bullets, check boxes, numbered lists, head- 
ings and titles. A speller and find/replace are 
included. Document management is transparent. 
The program automatically stores documents in fold- 
ers and drawers. Folders have names which match 
the type of document held in them. Folders are pro- 
vided for a diary, journal, general purpose docu- 
ments, memos, notes, personal letters and business 
letters. Documents are saved automatically when you 
exit the program or finish a paragraph. Yeah Write 
has some limitations. There is only one font per 
document, although you can have various font sizes 
for headings and titles. A document can have only 
one margin setting. You cannot define your own 
document types. Yeah Write requires Windows 3.x or 
later. The registered version provides more document 
types, outlining and other features. Regn US$15. 


Melb 8890 PC Dictionary 


PC Dictionary is a program to enhance your word 
vocabulary. It has a data base of 64,000 of the 
most frequently looked-up words with concise deti- 
nitions. You can get access to words with a few 
keystrokes directly from your word processor. The 
system is menu driven and has online instructions. 
It has a list of 800 word parts with extensive word- 
root definitions. This is one of the most effective 
systems to master word power. It requires an 
80386 or faster processor, Windows 3.x or later 
and 128 KB of RAM. ne US$20- 


Melb 8883 
Melb 8884 
Melb 8885 
Melb 8886 


Why not give a gift member- 
ship of Melb PC? PC Update, 
BBS, SIGs, Training, Internet, 
Dial Help, Monthly Meetings, 
Shareware, First Aid... all this 
and growing. Anyone who 
uses a PC will benefit from 
membership of Melb PC. 


Want to find out more? 


Visit the 
Freeware/Shareware SIG 


It meets on the 
3rd Tuesday of 
each month 
at 7.00 pm, 
in the 
Melb PC SIG Room, 
at the Group’s offices. 


Contact the convener, 
Doug Westcott 
by e-mail at 
dougw@melbpc.org.au 
or by phone at 
(03) 9898 oe AH. 





HUGE 
COMPUTER 


Sunday 3rd August 


Choice of two Swap Meets 


MALVERN TOWN HALL 
cnr High St & Glenferrie Rd 


ROYAL MELB. SHOWGROUNDS 
Epsom Rd, Ascot Vale 


Sunday 10th August 


COLLINGWOOD TOWN HALL 
140 Hoddle St, Collingwood 


Sunday 17th August 


CAMBERWELL CIVIC CENTRE 
340 Camberwell Rd, Camberwell 
Sunday 24th August 
SPRINGVALE CITY HALL 
397 Springvale Rd, Springvale 
Sunday 31st August 


MOORABBIN TOWN HALL 
985 Nepean Hwy, Moorabbin 


Everyone welcome to Buy — Sell — Exchange 
Jam to 5pm, Entry $2.50, stands from $6.00. 
For details phone (03) 9886 1466 
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VDE is a small, fast text editor for 
IBM PCs with: 


e easy menu-driven operation or 
WordStar-compatible command keys 

e multiple file editing with dual 
windows, cut and paste, compare 

e block copy, move, delete, read, 
write, and zoom 

e find and replace (forward, backward, 
ignore case, all files, etc) 

e protected mode and multi-level undo 
to avoid unintended changes 

e keystroke macros with full 
programming ability 

e commands to split files, count words, 
number lists automatically 

e full-featured file browser (tag, edit, 
import, delete, etc) 

e access to any DOS program or a full 
bos shell 

e variable number of text lines and 
columns displayable 

e automatic save at user-specified 
interval 

¢ programmable function keys and 
many other user configurable 
options 

¢ compatibility with older or limited 

PCs including laptops, palmtops. 


































VDE is also a powerful word 
processor with: 





e left and right margins, word wrap, 
automatic or manual reformat 

® variable tabs, auto indent, 
center/flush right, justification 


® print preview to check format and 
page breaks before printing 

*e customisable printer drivers for 
special effects (bold, underline, 
italic, super/subscript, overstrike, 
proportional fonts, etc) 

® printing options: headers, pagination, 
selective print, print to file, single 
sheet feed, address envelopes 

e multiple file formats for text 
exchange (including bos, WordStar, 
WordPerfect, XyWrite, NotaBene, 
Word) 

e integrated spelling checker 

(registered users only). 
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A text editor, its macros 
and a macro-translator 


DE is a shareware text editor 
and word processor with a 
simple and useful macro 
language. Text editors come 
bundled with Windows and pos, 
so what advantages can a shareware text 
editor offer that would make you want 
to use it? Well, check the list of features 
VDE’s developer Eric Meyer uses to 
describes his editor/word processor in 
the accompanying text box. 

The features ’ve marked in bold are 


those that I find particularly useful. I used 


the multiple files, and cut and paste 
features to copy the boxed text into my 


submission. The special effects for printers 


can be the usual bold, underline, etc. but 
you can customise them to use special 
effects of your choice. 

The keystroke macros and program- 
mable function keys are my main reasons 
for choosing vDE. To make it easier to 
create, correct and alter VDE macros I 
have written a program to translate VDE 
macros into plain text and vice versa. I 
will explain how to compose Esc code 
strings for Epson printers in plain text 
because this illustrates the principles of 
the translator and you can use it to make 
useful VDE macros assigned to function 
keys. For other printers substitute the 
equivalent codes. 

The advantage of making plain text 
versions of VDE macros is that you can 
use a text editor to create the macros 
then translate and test them in vpe. If 
any corrections or alterations are 
necessary the text version can be edited 
and translated again until the macros are 
correct. Another way of developing 
macros is tO USE VDE’S RECORD MACRO 
feature which creates a macro as you 
press keys to perform a task. The macro 
can be saved as a .vpF file which you 
can then translate into a plain text .vxT 
rile and edit, copy, etc. It is useful to be 
able to translate both ways between .vxT 
and .vpF files. 


First some fundamentals 


VDE macros contain a mixture of text 
and non-text characters. Non-text keys 
such as Alt+X, Ctrl+X and the End Key 
are represented in the vDE documentation 
as @X, *X and [End], etc. For example, 
a plain text macro to set margins and 


Keith Phillips 


<N>4QC [Up] 
AOP6 [Enter] 


APHLH@ 











using VDI 


to contro 


page length is: 
4‘OL9 [Enter] *OR78 [Enter] *OP64 
[Enter ] 


However, there is a problem. Using @, “ 
and [ to translate non-text keys creates 
the need for a convention to translate @, 
‘and [, when they are in the macro as 
text characters. My translator inserts # 
characters: 


#@, #4, #[ and ## 
represent the single characters 
Qr Ay Trand-- # 


The # character makes the translation 
easy to read. When you see # the next 
character is text, not the start of an Alt, 
Ctrl or Named Key. 

The following examples are best unde 
stood, by downloading and installing vp 
on your computer. Then you can follow 
along, with VDE running on your 
computer, as you read the article. 

Before you can compose printer setup 
macros for VDE you need to know how 
you would type them from the keyboarc 
The simplest setup is to just press Ctrl+K 
then press P so the plain text macro is 
‘KP but either way, the Print Options 
header appears. To abort and do nothin 
press the Esc key. To print the current 
document using the current printer 
settings, press the Enter key. You could 
change the macro to “KP[Enter] to 
print automatically but I prefer to have 
the opportunity to check or alter the 
setup before printing. 

You can include any of the codes in 
the Print Options header in the printer 
setup string. 

For example, code @nn starts printing 
at page nn. To print from page 2 of a 
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yxcument press Ctrl+K then press P then 
ess @2 (the plain text macro is 
<P#@2) with one # character to make 
e macro type the @ character. 

Press the Esc key to abort or the Enter 


*y to print. 


You can put printer setup codes in the 
int Options header by enclosing them 


single quotes. 


For example, Esc@ resets the printer. 
VDE: press Ctrl+K, then press P, then 
ess ’, then Ctrl+P (nothing appears on 
e screen because VDE is waiting for the 


‘xt key), then [ (a left arrow symbol for 


Cli 27 appears on the screen) then 
ess @’ so the plain text macro is 


‘Pi APH HG.! 


=member the # characters are needed 
make the macro type the [ and @ 


aracters). 


With the reset code displayed in the 
ader, press the Esc key to abort or the 
iter key to print the current document 
ing the default printer settings. 

A setup string usually has several 

des, for example: 





























‘ode Action Key Press Plain Text Macro 
| Ctrl+P then [ os 
sx] | Letter Quality thee] P#{[x1 

12 characters/ | Ctrl+-P then [ a 
sf inch then M PariM 

| Page length | Cirl+P then [ 

en A 
c@ 64 lines then C@ P#C#@ 














ie actual macro that I use (see F4 
low) also sets vDE’s page length and 
oves the cursor to the last line of the 
cument so that vDe’s header displays 
> last page number and the last line 
mber of the document. 

To illustrate how macros are assigned 
function keys make a plain text file 
th the example macros: 


F1l:<PrnOptn><N>*KP 
F2:<PrnPgn2><N>"KP#@2 
F3:<Reset ><N>KP’*P#[#@’ 
F4:<LO12cpi><N>‘QC [Up] “OP6 
[Enter] KP’ *P#[#@4P#[x1*%P#[M‘P 
# [CH@’ 


Give the text file a name and the 
extension .VxT and use the translator to 
make a macro file with the same name 
and the extension .vpr. In VDE type Alt+U 
to load the .vprF file. vDE displays the text 
in the first pairs of angle brackets across 
the bottom of the screen as prompts for 
the macros. The <N> means No Repeat. 
Press the function key to run the macro. 
You can assign macros to F1 through F12, 
normal, shift, Ctrl and Alt keys, a total of 
48 macros. 

The F1, F2 and F3 macros above are 
trivial but they demonstrate that macros 
can type strings of text and non-text 
characters. The F4 macro types a useful 
macro string. I have PRINT OPTIONS macros 
to set up the printer for draft quality and 
letter quality at 10, 12 and 20 cpi 
assigned to function keys so one 
keystroke sets up the printer and shows 
the number of pages to be printed. Other 
print options can be added from the 
keyboard before printing, e.g. O or E to 
print odd or even pages only. The macros 
perform the tedious task of typing the 
string of printer setup characters before 
you print a document. 


One warning 

In VDE macros “[ is not the same as the 
named key [Esc]. “[ is ascit 27. The 
named key [Esc] in vpE is actually ascii 
127. [Esc] is used in vbDE macros for labels 
and tests. For example [Esc]3 is Label 3. 
[Esc]=X3 is a test. If the character at the 
cursor is equal to X jump to label 3. 

[Esc] can be used to make sophisticated 
macros but don’t use it in printer setup 
strings. O 





The files 


The Melbourne PC User Group BBs 
has the files VDE182A.zIP and 

VDEMACR4.LZH in Area GEN Section 31 
Editors and Wordprocessors. 







VDEMACR4.LZH expands to the 
following files: 






READTHIS.TXT: Detailed description of 
how to run and update VXT&VDF.EXE. 









VXT&VDF.EXE: A VDE macro manager 
and an attribute manager. Also makes 
support files and the demonstration 
file BK.BAT. VXT&VDF.EXE is fully menu 
driven with prompts whenever input 
is required. The menus respond to 
keyboard and mouse input. 













VXT&VDF.VXT: This is the source of 
translation data used by VXT&VDF.EXE. 









TEXTMODE.VXT: A .VxT file showing 
how Esc Keys, Labels and Run Modes 
are displayed by VXT&VDF.EXE. 





TEXTMACS.VXT: A .vxT file showing how 
macro text Keys, Ctrl keys, Alt keys 
and named Keys are displayed by 
VXT&VDF.EXE. 







TEXTLONG.VXT: A .VxT file showing 
how macro key definitions which 
exceed the maximum permitted length 
are displayed by VXT&VDF.EXE. 










BK.VDF: Macro definitions used with 
the demonstration file BK.BAT. The 
demonstration uses VDE.EXE, BK.VDF 
and BK.BAT to provide a full-screen file 
backup system. This system backs up 
files with +A attributes (hence the 
inclusion of an attribute manager) and 
demonstrates the power of using VDE‘s 
macros to perform complicated tasks. oO 
















THE ARROW ACCOUNTING SPECIALISTS 


Winner of the 1996 award for Outstanding Peformance by a Victorian Dealer 
Member of Melbourne PC User Group since 1990 


Multi award winning accounting software 
Single or multi-user option 
DOS, Windows 3.x & Win95, Windows NT, Novell, Unix 
Modular software for ultimate versatility 

Suitable for small or large business 
Australian made, Australian owned 


JUUUUY 


Providing consulting, sales, installation, training and full support. 
Let US meet all your Arrow business needs. 


lelephone: 03-9568 0191 


UTOPIA SYSTEMS ARROW 


PTY LTD 


Facsimile: 03-9564 7530 





Accounting Software 





Email: david@utopia-systems.com.au 
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Compression programs 


ecently I was discussing com- 
pression programs with one 
of my best friends, when I 
mentioned that I had registered 
RAR and was very pleased with 
it. He asked if I had ever tried Ultra 
Compressor 2 (UC2), available on the 
Internet. Having previously done a 
comparison between ARJ, PKZip and RAR, 
I didn’t much fancy doing yet another, 
but I couldn't resist the temptation. 

I did several runs, using a different 
option each time, to test which com- 
mands and options would give me either 
the best time or the best compression, or 
a combination of both. Before each run, 
the existing archives would be deleted, 
so that I would be starting with a clean 
slate each time. Also, to prevent the effect 
of caching when comparing different 
archivers on the same set of files, I 
celiberately ran each archiver on various 
files, all of which totalled nearly 80 MB! 
Had I run each archiver on just one 
folder, the results could have been 
influenced by some form of caching, 
which would then have been unfair on 
the first archiver. 

The computer used was a clone 
480DX4/100, with a 1.5 GB hard disk 
Crive split into seven logical drives. All 
tests were run in a DOS window under 
Windows 95. No other programs were 
active at the time of testing. 





oe 
How | went about it 
I selected five directories with only my 
own data, no programs. 


Frank Schuffelen 
















































































































































































































































































“Table 1. __| Per cent PKZip| RAR | UC2 “Table L Per cent | PKZip | RAR “UC 
ZIP | 1,728,554 25.9% | 01.48 Ap 13317 25.7% | 03.56 x 
123 RAR 1,457,066 21.9% | 01.44 123 RAR | 1,455,246 218% | 0654) 
UC2 | 1,614,070) 24.2% 01.50 | 1,605,678 | 24.1% | 03. 
2,273,116) 26.2% 01.12, "2247096 25.9% 
ACCESS 2,136,634 | 24.6% naaias ACCESS RAR) 2,114,517 244% Aa 
U2, 2,111,854) 24.4% 01.59 a UQ 2,088,660 24.1% sue 
ZIP | 8,617,571} 31.3% | 05.06 ZIP | 8,528,248) 31.0% [08.7 L 
DOC RAR 8,338,442 | 30.3% 06.28 DOC RAR}. 8,251,395! 30.0% 3 ae 
UQ | 8,223,874 | 29.9% 4 08.33 UQ | oe 13. 
LIP | somal) 35.1% | 02.01 ZIP | 3,904,478 sm 0 
~— RAR | ia 33.6% 02.47 SMARTCAT | RAR 3,259,452, 33.5% 
UQ | 3,487,904 i 34.8% 03.12 U2) 3,464,890) 34.6% - | 06. 
| ZIP 636,718) 18.3% | 00.28 ZIP 624,398! 17.9% 00.50 | 
WINCAT — RAR as 173% 00.39 WINCAT | RAR 596,092 | 7.1% 01.42 
U2; 631,198) 18.1% 00.45 UQ 620,236 | 17.8% 01. 
ZIP | 15,388,498) 67.4% | 04.58 ZIP | 15,358,330! 67.3% | 06.03 7 
WINFAX | RAR | 15,272,894 | 669% : 05.29 _ _WINFAX ete 15,248 308| 66.8% 06.45 
UC2 15,140,888 “64% 09.20, | | UQ 15,097,320 66.2% ll. 
Totals Totals 
PKZip 32,165,798} 40.6% | 15.33 PKZip | 31,975 807 40.4% 
RAR 31,172,988 | 39.4% 18.42 RAR | 31,025,010) 39.2% Habel 
UQ 31,209,788 | 39.4% 25.39 UQ a 31,003,962, 39.1% 















































¢ 123: (Lotus spreadsheets) with 79 files taking up 6.7 MB 
¢ ACCESS: (Microsoft database) with 56 files taking up 8.7 MB 
¢ DOC: (Word and ascit documents) with 525 files taking up 


22.5 MB 


¢ SMARTCAT: disk catalog files with 15 files taking up 10.0 MB 
¢ WINCAT: disk catalog files with 22 files taking up 3.5 MB 
e WINFAX: faxes with 535 files taking up 22.8 MB 


This totalled 1,232 files taking up 74.2 MB. 


The batch file I created looks like this in part: 


@ECHO OFF 


ECHO TESTING BEGUN > D:\BATCH\COMPARES. LOG 
ECHO | MORE | TIME >> D:\BATCH\COMPARES.LOG 
ECHO ULTRA STARTED DATA 123 >> D:\BATCH\COMPARES.LOG 
ECHO | MORE | TIME >> D:\BATCH\COMPARES.LOG 
PF: WLTRA\UC ASF DE\NTESTAL2S  De\Vi23\*"> 


The same command for uc2 was repeated for another five large 


directories, some with nested subdirectories. 


alg 


ECHO PKZIP STARTED DATA 123 >> D:\BATCH\COMPARES.LOG 
ECHO | MORE | TIME >> D:\BATCH\COMPARES.LOG 
Fs \PK\VPRZIP: -A <P -R°=WHS Di \TEST\123-D:\123\*.* 


Again, the same command for pKzip was repeated for another 
five large directories, some with nested subdirectories. 


ECHO RAR STARTED DATA 123 >> D:\BATCH\COMPARES.LOG 
ECHO | MORE | TIME >> D:\BATCH\COMPARES.LOG 


E:\RAR\RAR A-R D:\TEST\123 D:\123\*.* 


Again, the same command for RAR was repeated for another 
five large directories, some with nested subdirectories. Lastly, 


we needed to record a finish time. 


ECHO TESTING ENDED >> D:\BATCH\COMPARES.LOG 
ECHO | MORE | TIME >> D:\BATCH\COMPARES.LOG 


As you can see, I used a log file called COMPARES.LOG, which 
showed me which archive was started at which time, to give 
me an accurate time comparison. Although there are programs 
available to start and stop timers, everybody should have acce 
to the MORE command, which is one of the files supplied with 
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»s/Windows. It is used to bypass my having to press a key 
hen I request the time. The output in the log file looks like: 
Testing begun 
Currenttime is 8:22:03./2a 
Enter new time: 


Ultra started data 123 
Currént time’ is 8':22:04.'10a 
Enter new time: 


Ultra started data access 
Current: fame: 2:6582240:05293a 
Enter new time: 


» calculate the time taken, I simply deducted the first time 
ym the second time. 


st results 


ie first test was performed using default compressions, i.e. no 
anges were made to compress either tighter or faster. The file 
res and times for the default compressions are in Table 1. 

So, using default compression, RAR produces the smallest 
chive, PKzip the largest. But, PKzip is the fastest, whilst UC2 is 
2 slowest. 


Iving space 

xt, the test was run a second time, this time to find out 
jich achieves greatest compression, regardless of time. After 
perimentation with the different options, the batch file was 
anged as follows: 

\PK\PKZIP -A -P -R -WHS -EX D:\TEST\123 D:\123\*.* 
\RAR\RAR A -R -M5 D:\TEST\123 D:\123\*.* 

\ODTRANUC BSP TTD: \TEST\ 123° D:\123\*.* 

fet to Table 2. Uc2 produced the smallest archive this time, 
iilst PKZip produced the largest. However, PKZip was easily 
> fastest, whilst RAR was the slowest. 

For the third run, RAR and uc2 were run again with different 
tions as follows: 

\RARNRAR <A ““R°=S ‘D}\TEST\123: Dx\123\*.* 

\ULTRAAUG -ASPIST -Di\TRST\123 D:\E23\*.* 

fer to Table 3. Here RAR not only produced the smallest 
chive, but it was also nearly four times faster than UC2. 

For the fourth run, RAR‘s option was changed as follows: 
\RAR\RAR A -R -S -M5 D:\TEST\123 D:\123\*.* 


Refer to Table 4. 


RAR now produced a slightly smaller archive than the 
previous run, its greatest compression, but it took nearly three 
times longer, although still faster and smaller than uc2. This 
option would obviously only be used if you were really short 
on space and didn’t mind the extra time. 


Aiming for speed 

For the fifth run, the options were changed to try to produce 

the fastest run with the least compression, with the following 

parameters being used: 

F:\PK\PKZIP -A -P -R -WHS -EF D:\TEST\123 D:\123\*.* 

E:\RAR\RAR A -R -M1 D:\TEST\123 D:\123\*.* 

Fs WULTRA\UC ASPTF D: \TEST\ 12s Ds \12a\e—? 

Refer to Table 5. Here RAR was the fastest whilst Uc2 took more 

than twice as long. Uc2 was the smallest, whilst pKzip was the 

largest. 
For the sixth and final run, PKZip’s and RAR‘s options were 

changed as follows: 

F:\PK\PKZIP -A -P -R -WHS -ES D:\TEST\123  D:\123\*.* 

E:\RAR\RAR A -R -S -M1 D:\TEST\123 D:\123\*.* 

Refer to Table 6. Now pkzip was easily the fastest, being more 

than twice as fast as RAR, even though RAR produced a 

considerably smaller archive. 


Which do you choose? 


The end result is that although the fastest was PKzip at 5 hrs 49 
min, and RAR the smallest at 30.2 megabytes, there was not always 
a lot of difference between them. If you are already using any 
of these compressors, you may as well stick with the one you 
have. 


There are some other features that either RAR or UC2 have, 
that may influence you to register either of these shareware 
programs. Both do have an option to include extra data to make 
the archives safer, even if there are read errors on the data. Both 
also have a much easier command structure and an interactive 
mode, making them easier to use than PKZip. 


Uc2 enables you to have as many versions of any file as you 
wish, making it ideal for programmers or others where similar 
data is changed regularly. It is also, to the best of my knowledge, 
the only one of the three that handles Windows 95’s long file 
names, a requirement I have. 
























































































































































































































: = 
le 3. Pa cent PKZip | RAR | UC2 “Tubl 4 Per ent Pk RAR | uc? | About the author 
m Frank Schuffelen is a former member of 
- BR 1,383,130) 20.7% FAB 123 bles fol 20.7% 08.29 | Melb PC whe-mioved taceueensiand: and 
1,617,360} 24.3% 15.08 ACCESS 2,100,406 24.2% 05.32 decided he still needed his regular fix of 
945% ‘ae! : ae PC Update so joined again. He is also a 
cess 2,121,785| 24.5% 01.32 | DOC RAR abel 285% 21.47 member of the Brisbane User Group. 
2,071 50 23.9% 06.45 SMARTCAT 3,358,202| 33.5% 12.55 He has owned several computers (or 
he says, being a bit more honest, nearly 
ae 7,944,596| 28.9% 06.59 WINCAT 590,297 ast 01.55, several dozen, but not quite). His first 
8,043,678 | 29.2% 2632 = WINFAX | (14,930,742, 65.4% 09.04 was an Exidy Sorcerer, from Dick Smith. 
= | Frank started a user group, that was first 
TCAT 3,362,537 | 33.6% 02.45 Totals called the Sorcerer Users Group, then 
AR | 1458 RAR 30 103 3 38.1% 59 2. Sorcerer Computer Users of Australia, 
ai cane) then Personal Computers Support Group, 
00.39 now currently Visual Basic Users of 
[INCAT Australia. He is an honorary member and 
02.14 the proud holder of membership number 
a ig 
[INFAX Other than computing, computing and 
computing, he also likes listening to pop 
Totals music of the sixties. He collects computer 
oe aan aaa books and magazines. His favourite 
30), Ky 20.04 ars , 5 than ‘aoe. 
: Tables and 5 and 6 are on the followimg page. beracn pegs Gi : Aa 2. elie 
UC2 30. 844.440 38.9% 79.16 abit of telling him how much he spends 
Ne on computer hardware and software! Q 
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Table 5. Per cent | PKZip | RAR | UC2 
ZIP | 1,771,147) 26.6% | 00.55 
123 | RAR) 1,555,172! 23.3% 00.46 
+ 
UC2 1,646,080) 24.7% 01.30 
ZIP | 2,405,024) 27.7% | 00.44 
— t + 
ACCESS 0 
RAR 2.269.386 ae fo | 00.53 |) 
UC2| 2167,370 25.0% 01.43 
[ 
ZIP | 8,960,286) 32.5% | 02.56 
DOC RAR! 8819729! 32.0% 03.19 
UC2 8,515,458) 30.9% 06.39 
1p | 3,611,606 36.0% | 01.11 
} 1 - 
SMARTCAT | RAR| 3,513,667) 35.1% 01.10 
UC2| 3,555,748 255% | : 02.30 
ZIP | 662509! 19.0% | 01.16 
WINCAT RAR} 651377) 18.9% 00.21 
UC2) 651,848) 18.7% 00.37 
vgs 
ZIP | 15,948,926 | 69.9% | 08.32 
WINFAX | RAR | 15,712,548 68.9% 02.57 
3s rae et 
ie 15,542,232, 68.1% | || 08,02 
Totals 
lr oe 
PKZip 33,359,498 42.1% | 10.34 
RAR 32,521,879) 41.1% 09.26 
UC2 32,078,736, 40.5% | 21.01 | 
Table 6. (Per cent r PKZip| RAR | UC2 
_ ZIP | 1,916,958) 28.8% | 00.22 
RAR 1,497,902) 22.5% 00.5] 
ZIP | 2,608,270 30.1% | 00.27 
ACCESS + 
RAR 2,254,656, 26.0% 00.57 
ZIP | 9,915,752) 36.0% | 01.47 
DOC T t 
RAR} 8466,620) 30.7% 03.42 
1 eager 
ZIP | 3928976) 39.2% | 00,35 
SMARTCAT ee) 
RAR| 3,512,951 35.1% | 01.19 
IP | 748562) 21.5% | 00.10 
— WINCAT : 
RAR 646,111) 18.5% 00.23 
LIP | 16,460,870) 72.1% | 02.28 
WINFAX 
RAR | 15,416,900) 67.6% 05.10 
Totals 
PKZip 35,579,388 44.9% 0549 
RAR 31,795,140) 40.1% 120 
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Upgrading 
my PC 





Alan Marks 


n April, at the monthly meeting, I 
asked: “I have an IBM Ps/1 that has 
had a hard disk and memory 
upgrade with non-IBM parts. There 
have been many problems that I 
cannot resolve. Is there anyone else who 
has gone through this type of upgrade?” 

The queston received a certain amount 
of derisive laughter from the crowd—my 
interpretation was “How could any serious 
computer user buy an IBM?” Happily, the 
problem is solved, and I will provide a 
little bit of detail as this may help others. 

The original machine (a 486DX/33 
with 4 MB RAM and 170 MB hard drive) 
was first upgraded by adding 4 MB Ram, 
then later by changing the hard drive to 
1.2 GB and adding 8 MB Ram. None of 
these additions used “genuine” IBM parts. 

The second upgrade was followed by 
instability, often in Word 6, but most 
noticeably in Web browsers, both 
Netscape Navigator and Internet Explorer. 
I could rarely stay on the Net for more 
than 5 minutes without a GPF occurring. 
Despite the use of Dr Watson and the 
claims of First Aid 95 Deluxe, there was 
no intelligible clue as to the cause. 

The final trigger was my inability to 
upgrade from Windows 3.11 to Windows 
95, despite several attempts. A discerning 
young relative eventually suggested 
incompatibility between hardware 
components, e.g. some RAM with silvered 
pins and some with gold. My two oldest 
RAM cards had silver pins and the newer 
8 MB had gold. 

Next, I called 1BM’s Help line, expecting 
a demand for a fee before any help was 
forthcoming. After all, the machine was 
1993 vintage! Not so! There was never 
any talk of money, nor any questioning 
about the origin of the added parts. 
Simply the suggestion that perhaps all of 
my RAM Was not parity RAM, since the 
machine required Parity RAM. 

I went back to the supplier who had 
installed the new hard drive and extra 
RAM. He quickly discovered that the 8 
MB RAM he had supplied was pseudo- 
parity (apparently it had an on-board 
parity generator) and suspected that this 
might be the cause of the trouble. It was 
removec and replaced with genuine 
parity RAM, and all the instability 
disappeared. Problem solved! O 














Visit the East SIG 


(2nd Tuesday of the month) 
see page 34 for contact details 
e O&A, with George Skarbek 
e Speakers 
e Socialising, Tea/Coffee 
e Tips and Tricks, with Keith 
Beresford...and more 


NO FEAR 


When you use a SOLA UPS. 
It protects your hardware and data 





against spikes,surges, brownouts an 


TOTAL POWER FAILURE. 


Peace of mind. 
2 YEAR WARRANTY 
300VA power. 


Now includes special software 
(win 3.11, '95) & cable to monitor 


and log ups & mains performance. 
Full information available by fax, post, 
or, €-Pp-S.com.au (download software) 

















$255.00 and away you drive. 
or del to City burbs direct from the 
Sola office in each state (+ $10) 


E.P.S. Electric Parts Supplies p/I 
e-mail: sales@e-p-s.com.au 
ph:(08) 9472 9202, fax:(08) 9472 9203. 
we accept visa, m/card, b/card. 
ORDER NOW AT THIS SPECIAL PRICE! 


other sizes available, just ask! 


TEXT 
& 





GRAPHICS 


Scanned for 
IBM and Mac 


RUBBER STAMPS 
Bulk Copy Specialists 
Full Color Copies 
Laminating 
Binding / Books. 


COMPSCAN 


1223 Malvern Rd. Malvern 3144 
Ph: 9822 6403 Fax 9822 9836 
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‘hild Well Being: 





hild Well Being, another addition 
to the Corel Medical Series, covers 
the general topic of health and 
safety of children. Claimed to be 
the “ideal reference tool for 

hools, child care facilities and families 
ith young children,” Child Well Being 

s separate Parents’ and Children’s 
odules. 


The Parents’ module includes Health, 
fety, Guidance, Nutrition, Your Health 
d Tools. Topics include meal planning, 
jury prevention, toilet learning, play 
d television, and similar issues. The 
ols section contains a collection of 
arts, including a safer home checklist, 
ild development milestones, lists of 
althy and unhealthy foods, and what 
do when your child becomes sick. 
iroughout, there are random quizzes 
d “Did You Know” pop-up screens 
th extra tidbits of information. Users 
n add bookmarks and annotations 
rich are invisible to other users. 


Child Well Being presents topics 

ickly and superficially, using fairly 
nple language. Unfortunately, this 
ategy doesn’t work too well. The tone 
mes across as patronising and the 
ormation is simplistic, with significant 
ps. Bad placement of hypertext links 





Info Box 


child Well Being: 
. guide for parents and children 


linimum system requirements 
486DX2-66 
8 MB RAM 
Windows 3.1 
256-colour display 
Sound card 
Mouse 
Double-speed cpD-ROM drive 
4 MB free hard disk space. 


The CD must be in the drive for the 
program to run. 


ivailability and cost 


vailable from most Corel retailers. 
‘ontact Corel Customer Service Centre 
in 1800 658 850. 
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\ guide for parents and children 


may also cause readers to incorrectly 

believe that they have full information 

on a topic. As a result of these problems, 

the quality and potential value of much 

of the information is a little dubious. 

Typical examples include 

e The topic Feeding Babies and Toddlers 
implies that meat is an appropriate first 
solid food (the link to subsequent 
information recommending that meats 
be started at 7-9 months is located on 
a later page). 

e Breastfeeding is discussed briefly, under 
the heading of Bottlefeeding. 


e Readiness for toilet learning is 
discussed, but not strategies. 
The Children’s module aims at ages four 
and upwards. It covers topics such as 
e Germs 
e Feelings 
e Illness 
e Safety 
Information is presented in a cartoon 
style format, with hotspots that animate 
when clicked. There is a colouring book 
with a fill tool, and children can choose 
to listen to the narrative, or listen and 
read at once. The animations and 
cartoons are only mildly entertaining; my 
4-year-old wasn’t motivated enough to sit 
through more than a couple of pages. 
The material is reasonably informative, 
but contains conflicting statements that 
could puzzle young children. For 
example, on one page, the child is told 
to listen to his body when he is sick as 
it will tell him what to do to get better 
(e.g. rest when he is tired); on the next 
page he is, in effect, told mot to listen to 
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File Annotate Bookmark LUtilties Contents Help 


oe. I i: Hew to Preveat Sickness 
When shauld I wash my hands? 


Before and after certain actrvities, when the nsk of spreading germs is high 
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Figure 1. Typical screen from the Parent's 
module 
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good information, but 


the simplistic content 


and patronising tone 


are intensely irritating 


his body, by drinking plenty of fluids 
even though he doesn’t feel thirsty. As 
a parent, I was also made uneasy by 
negative statements such as “Unfortunately, 
though, you won't always stay healthy.” 
Child Well Being certainly has some 
good information, but so much of the 
Parents’ module is basic and just plain 
common sense. I found the simplistic 
content and patronising tone, and the 
random quizzes and informational pop- 
ups intensely irritating; the Children’s 
module has a similar condescending feel. 
On the whole, the CD fails dismally to 
live up to Corel’s hope of “an ideal 
reference tool”. oO 











When you are healthy and happy you feel goud and want to do all of the things you enjoy. 








Figure 2. The Children’s module 
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Are you looking SCSI lately? 


Enhanced IDE...the best thing since 
sliced bread, or burnt toast? 


The competition between scsi and IDE 
disk systems has become more intense 
with the introduction of Enhanced IDE 
(EIDE) peripherals. EIDE, under many 
names including the so called Advanced 
IDE (AIDE) offers features that look very 
similar to scsi. Let’s contrast scsi and IDE 
systems in the past, present, and future. 
scsI has always offered the richest 
feature set for any peripheral. The trouble 
was, it was difficult to install on systems 
not specifically designed for it. Mac and 
UNIX users got along fine, but IBM users 
found the short-sighted Bios design a 
difficult obstacle when installing scsi. 

In 1986, several drive manufacturers 
knocked the frills off their scst offerings 
and replaced them with a simpler inter- 
face. The engines were the same, only 
the circuit board changed. 

Since the drives shared common scsI 
roots, there was a certain degree of 
standardisation but there never was a 
real, formal standard for the economy 
drives. There wasn’t even a standard 
name for these stripped-down drives. 

Western Digital was first on the scene, 
and registered their Intelligent Disk Inter- 
face (IDE) name. Other companies refused 
to use the registered name. Since the inter- 
face was specifically designed for the 1BM 
using the Isa bus, the industry unofficially 
adopted the term ATA interface drives. 
Very few people recognised the term ATA 
so the dealers generally used “IDE” even 
if the manufacturers—outside of Western 
Digital—refused to label the drives IDE. 


History repeats 
Enhanced IDE manufacturers haven’t 
settled on a single name either. Worse, 
there is still no standard so no guarantee 
of compatibility. Such terms as AIDE, Fast 
ATA, Fast ATA-2, ATA3, ATAPI, Mode 0, Mode 
2, Mode 3, Mode 27 and Bus Mastering 
IDE have been used. Confused? It only gets 
worse. The only thing you can bet on is 
IDE continuing to offer lower cost scsi 
features that don’t work like scst features. 
The good news is EIDE improvements 
offer remedies to many IDE problems. 
For instance, it cracks the 540 MB limit 
so gigabyte drives can use the economy 
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interface. Some interfaces connect as 
many as four drives so the two drive 
limit is also broached. Finally, cb-Roms 
and perhaps even tape drives can share 
the new interface. 


At what cost? 


First, EIDE drives fight with the existing 
AT bios just like scst. An overlaid Bios, 
like scsI uses, would be the most 
efficient, but most expensive and 
difficult, remedy. The cheaper and less 
efficient, but field upgradable remedy, is 
to use drivers. This means sending soft- 
ware with the peripheral and hoping the 
non-standardised drive interface will 
understand the software. A safer remedy 
is to use new hardware but unless the 
BIOS is re-written, drivers will still be 
needed. Any of these remedies should 
keep a plain Jane user happy for a while. 


What about the power user? 

Windows is a great multi-tasking operating 

system (OS) as long as only one window 
is attempting to do any real work. Windows 
programs put a tremendous burden on all 
memory resources, particularly the hard 


drive. This translates to poor performance. 


Users that need real multi-tasking rely 
upon 0s/2, Desqview, or UNIX. To the 
peripherals, multi-tasking translates to 
multi-threading. Disk drives, cb-RoMs, and 
caches of all kinds must be designed for 
multi-threading or suffer a tremendous 
performance hit. 

Windows has tried to improve perform- 
ance by adding caching programs like 
SMARTDRV but performance is still abysmal 
for most power users so they optimise 
their systems by tuning. Tuning is the 
process of setting WIN.INI, SYSTEM.INI and 
such programs as SMARTDRV to the optimal 
parameters to match the motherboard, 
RAM, and disk capacities and peripherals. 

Tuning of this kind may offer substan- 
tial performance improvement but is still 
painful static tuning. Once the programs 
are running it’s too late to change par- 
ameters so it is necessary to optimise 
toward the centerline applications. It 
would be better, particularly when multi- 
tasking, if the system could be optimised 
dynamically. That way each program 
could be tuned to meet the current 
environment. 
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Some operating systems, such as 0s/2, 
can dynamically optimise, but can’t do 
much with IDE peripherals. Why? The 1p1 
peripherals have all their smarts onboarc 
but can’t share their intelligence with the 
CPU or other peripherals because they 
use dumb interfaces. So far, EIDE has 
done nothing to change this fact. 

For instance, with IDE if a seek operatio 
is started on a slow device like a Cb-Ron 
the entire system including the cpu idles 
until the seek operation is completed. 
Conversely when the same operation is 
performed on the scsi bus, the host 
adapter can still exchange information 
with the hard drive and more important] 
the cpu can still multi-task. This enables 
dynamic tuning. Furthermore, the smart 
interface scsi host adapter and if necessary 
the CPU, can act as smart arbiters becaus 
they know the characteristics of the 
peripherals. More important, the cpu car 
participate in the tuning process. In fact 
the CPU can participate in the installatior 
process so Plug and Play installations ar 
now possible. 


Best bets 


In 1986 when IDE was born you were 
probably nursing your 286 while eyeing 
a 386. You had the choice of a 386 SX 
16 or 25 MHz or a 386 DX 25 or 33 ME 
processor. Today there are over twenty 
target processors. Tomorrow, even more 
If you were one of the many that suc 
cumbed to upgradable processors, your 
next chip might be an Overdrive. How- 
ever, a prudent buyer will notice that a 
whole new motherboard and processor 
can be purchased for less money than 
an overdrive. A golden opportunity. 
The best performance is obtained witl 
local bus host adapters. As you might 
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1ess the most difficult installations are 
so with local bus adapters. pci local bus 
»st adapters are also among the most 
‘pensive and after all it was the economy, 
ot performance, that peaked interest in 
E. So why talk about local buses? 
Motherboards have shrunk in size and 
‘ice, because all the glue chip functions 
ive been collapsed into a few visi chips. 
itional Semiconductor has been making 
single chip with one parallel and two 
1450, 550, or 650 serial ports, a game 
yrt, a floppy controller and an IDE inter- 
ce for many years. This makes it easy to 
corporate these features into a mother- 
yard made barren by visi chips. The best 
rt is these chips can reside on the local 
is and since the BIOs is fitted to the 
otherboard a seamless overlaid BIOs 

n be used for either EIDE or scsi host 
apters. Now the installation problems 

2 minimised without a cost penalty. A 
n-win. 

The careful shopper will find a lot of 
tions and a lot of bang for the buck. 
-sides EIDE on the motherboard you'll 

id scsi as well. 


immary 


XE may solve some problems for the 
esent user but will cause grief with 
morrow’s new operating systems. EIDE 
signers have not noted the lessons 
infully wrought by scsi designers. 
fering many scsi features will also 
quire many of the scs1 remedies. The 
yart user will not experience the re- 
venting of the wheel. Rather, they will 
ok for a graceful migration path to scsI. 


ypyright © 1995, Fred Townsend. 
_ rights reserved. 
iginally printed in the Journal of the 


icon Valley Computer Society (SVCs). 
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The Family Home 
Remedies Guide 





his CD-ROM is a recent addition to 
the Parsons Technology series of 
software on home-related subjects. 
I must admit to facing the prospect 
of reviewing this guide with some 
trepidation. Home remedies? Miracle cures, 
perhaps or New Age therapies flying in 
the face of your doctor’s advice? I need 
not have been concerned and neither 
should you. The contents of this disk are 
derived from a health advisory manual 
called The Home Remedies Handbook 
which offers sound preventive medicine 
advice prepared entirely by qualified 
medical people. As the foreword to the 
book itself explains, the therapies are 
“safe, practical actions that you can take 
to help yourself in your own health care”. 
Certainly, you need to use sensibly the 
material contained on the disc. Don’t go 
overboard trying every therapy for every 
condition you imagine you might have! 


The program 

The program itself is easy to install and 
run. You need about 5 MB of hard disk 
space for the recommended installation 
method, where you need the CD-ROM to 
be running while you use the program. 
Certainly if you are using a Pentium- 
based computer even with just a double- 
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The Family Home Remedies Guide 


Availability and cost 

Local price is not available at time of 
printing 

Rrp: US$19 


%& The Family Home Remedies Guide 
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Figure 1. Accessing home remedies for 
asthma 
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speed CD-ROM drive, searching and general 
access to the 100 or so topics will be 
fast enough to be quite comfortable. 

The topics, ranging from acne to yeast 
infections are listed in a window panel 
on the left of the screen. A summary of 
the highlighted subject appears in a 
window on the right. A third window, 
just below the second, contains, with 
obvious allegory, a large picture of a 
ripe apple. You click on this to obtain 
more detailed information on the 
selected topic. 

You are offered the usually expected 
conveniences of searching for specific 
words or phrases, making bookmarks, 
adding notes or printing a hard copy of 
the material. 


The contents 

The topics cover many conditions. Under 
the fourth letter of the alphabet, for 
example, we have the alliterative dandruff, 
denture discomfort, dermatitis, diabetes, 
diaper (nappy) rash, diarrhea (that’s how 
the Americans spell it), dry hair and dry 
skin. Each entry offers a range of 
suggested treatments and each is both 
simple and safe. Although these are 
provided by medical practitioners, you 
are frequently reminded to see your own 
doctor in particular circumstances. Thus 
you are offered a range of treatments for 
a black eye (the care tips including ice 
the area, pack it in popcorn or peas, 
clean it up, avoid pressing on the eye, 
keep your chin up and wear goggles) 
but you are advised to see your doctor 
to rule out damage to the eye itself. Of 
particular interest to computer enthusiasts, 
is the section on Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome, which offers 17 specific tips 
for protecting your wrists whilst you are 
seated in front of the keyboard. 

It is probably no accident that 
infectious diseases are not covered, with 
the notable exceptions of the common 
cold, influenza and genital herpes. 


Conclusion 

This program is replete with practical 
medically-based information. It is 
particularly helpful for coping with 
chronic conditions such as arthritis and 
recurrent back pain. 0 
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3. Advanced Internet Part 1: 
Effectively using Web Browsers $ 


Communications Workshop $60 





2 Doug Brooke 






Jill Renison 9.00 am—1.00 pm, Sun 7 Sep. Lynn Pollock 
6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Thu 28 Aug. Accessing and using the 88s, configuring a 1.00 pm-5.00 pm, Sat 23 Aug 
On the completion of this course students will be — communications program, problems and 1.00 pm—5.00 pm, Sat 27 Sep, 


able to create and modify the appearance of a diagnoses, networks, netmail, file transfers. 
fable, enter data into a table, ceate columns and Prerequisites: None. 

frames, import graphics, create captions and 
embed drawings, and use Word Art effectively. 


Complete examination and discussion of all the 
features in the latest versions of both Netscape 
Internet and MS Internet Explorer. Configuring, bookmc 
and favourite management, saving images an 


Applications 






|. Prerequisites: Familiarity with the Windows Note: If you are starting from minimal data, offline viewing of saved information 

Ray Azzopardi environment inuding mouse and Keyboard skils. knowledge, we suggest that the Intemet effective use of search engines and techniques 
6.30 pm—9.00 pm, Thu 11, 18 Sep. Students should be able to cut, copy and paste text —coyrses are best attended in the sequence and fips and tricks. Students have live lnteme 
This course gets you started on the road to making and should have a basic knowledge of Word for chown, More advanced students should connections to practice their searching techniqu 
use of the powerful features in Access. You'll Windows. attend at their skill level. Prerequisites: Students should have attende 


leam how to create tables and queries. Students 
receive a comprehensive exercise manual 
Prerequisites: Experience with Windows and a 


the basic Intemet course or have a good 
understanding of Internet principles. This is an 
advanced course. 


E5277 A special Windows 3.1 Intemet course is 
available by request, subject to minimum 
student numbers. Register with the office. 





MOUSE. 1.00 pm—4.00 pm, Sat 20 Sep. 


On the completion of this course students will be Ji Wa tee Ret eeoar Sr og rea $45 





4. Advanced Internet Part 2: 








able to create and work with a data source, Internet Workshop 

perform a merge, merge to envelopes and labels, Lynn Pollock (formerly More Internet) 
Viv Martin and merge from on external data source. 9.00 am—12 noon, Sat 23 Aug. 

Prerequisites: Must be able to create, save and 9.00 am—12 noon, Sat 27 Sep. Lynn Pollock 
spe hrs 7 me yse ult Word documents, and have experience using a An overview of the Melb PC Intemet service. Live 00 am—4.00 pm, Sun 24 Aug. 
QuickBooks ond wort cain’ frites bana mouse with Windows. explanations of all the major programs that make 9 0 gm—4.00 pm, Sun 28 Sep. 


sommegg LP the Intemet. Full detailed dlscussion of the Complete discussion and live student Intemet 
*) hardware and software items involved. General connections examining all the features that mi 





fiom the package. 
Prerequisites: Must understand the concepts of 














ne __.__aéaeéwtwtioés«zi.éz.«z. sfions conceming Intemet connections. the Intemet today. with th tion of \\ 
double-entry book d be farnifior with sass yp the Intemet today, with the exception o 
ma i ry DOOKEEpING, and De Tamuiar wi re Se 20 * ie _ Prerequisites: None. browsers. Students will gain A? with tj 
Re TEP oa he: ae following: advanced e-mail, F1P, Archie, Gopher 
soe, verview of the mojor new and revsed fectues, MPS RUM eae Finger, Tet ikc Network, Internet Phone, | 
+ induding the Intemet Web features. This course AYA PRES Se psrucns ond Bat Savio. abo convection 
ee will help people who are trying to decide on an sri and ae cad fe 
office suite, or people who are considering when — Lynn Pollock : sit P euler soak Gove attend 
John Hulskamp fo upgrade. 9.00 am—4.00 pm, Sat 9 Aug. eee aap ul aah st as 
6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 13, 20 Aug. Prerequisites: Acquaintance with Office 95/3.1 9.00 am—4.00 pm, Sun 14 Sep. BOE TNO CE GENE. 0 00 


understanding of Internet principles. This is an 
advanced course. 


This course provides participants with an 


or other integrated Windows Office suites would ‘This is the basic course for Windows 95 users. If 
iatroduction to desktop publishing using MS 


enhance the experience, but no specifics are needed. Suits people about to install Win 95 Internet 





Publisher, and an opportunity to produce a simple software or novice users of the Intemet who 
fyer and brochure targeted at the participants’ = Communications want a full explanation of the basic setup and Beginners’ HTML/Web page 
interests. techniques involved. Hands-on individual authoring 
Prerequisites: A familiarity with a word- Introduction to the Melb PC BBS installation of 32-bit Internet software. 
processing package such as MS Word, and Se Explanation, discussion and live student Internet Steven Goldate 
Windows operation. lock connections to demonstrate and practice all the 6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Thu 14, 21 Aug. 

Lynn Pollock = major components 630 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 10, 17 Sep. 

= 6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Fri 8 Aug. Prerequisites: Must be experienced with The course covers the principles of HIM. 
6.30 pm—-9.30 pm, Fri 12 Sep. Windows 95. (Hyperlext Markup Language) for writing We 





A basic examination of the Melb PC 88s covering 
initial logon, menu system, message areas, file 
areas and transfers, plus tips and tricks, 
Prerequisites: None. 


pages for the Internet. Participants leam to wr 
HIM. using a textbased and a wySWyG editor. 
Covers design aspects, things to do and not d 
image file formats, uploading files to a server 
getting noticed, and more. 

Prerequisites: Basic Windows experience 
assumed. Experience using a text editor preferre 


Caroline Houston 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Wed 24 Sep. 
This course will give you an infroduction to 
Microsoft Powerpoint Note: This course has a companion course: File 
Prerequisites: Students must be familiar with © Management, Archiving and Compression 
Windows. Techniques. 


Se niin cdi Sasa eis ek dan eg ae a eae 
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oo Notes SE Visual Basic Intermediate $135 
Courses are held at the group’ premises, usually 

ine tng ron Sone cuss feline | Soon 930 nye? 9, 16 Sep 
ae dil MEO | This course explores the depths of the 
- For more details see the ees or the group’s | Visual Basic language, providing students with 
ae considerable understanding of its capabilites. 


dvanced HTML/Web page 





uthoring $90 















ven Goldate 
) pm—9.30 pm, Tue 23, 30 Sep. 
- course continues on from the 
linner’s HTML course with participants 
eloping enhanced Web pages. 
wequisites: Beginners HTML/Web page 
loring course. 





| similar introductory course to Visual Basic. Further 
| experience with Visual Basic would advantageous. 


| Mary Levens 
in | 6.30 pm8.30 pm, Tue 5, 12, 19, 26 Aug. 
| Joke control of your computer with this hands-on 
guided discovery of oos-based computing. Covers 


. ferminology, basic 00s commands, directory 
The Basics of Programming $135 structure, fle types, brief discussion of hardware 
troduction to networks SSI) Gerard Schlosmacher 


and software. Knowledge of these topics is a 
9.30 am—5.30 pm, Sun 31 Aug. 


prerequisite for other courses. 
lotto Prerequisites: No prior computing experience 
Provides students with an insight fo what required. Students must have frequent access to a 
programming is all about, the concepts of edict HC tueite al das 
programming and computer languages. Students 
will also review a Visual Basic program in detail 
and test it, This is a prerequisite for Visual Basic 


Operating Systems, 
Diagnostics, Hardware 


' Krois 

) am—4.00 pm, Sat 16 Aug. 

shows you how to connect two or more 
iputers so that you can share computer 


UICes. for Starters. Gerard Schlosmacher 
requisites: You must be familiar with Prerequisites: Familiarity with Windows, 9.00 am—5.30 pm, Sat 6 Sep. 
dows 3.x or Win 95. preferably Windows 95, including mouse and An understanding of the new features of 


keyboard skills. A basic general knowledge of 














computers. 3.1. Using “Shortcuts”. Customising Windows 95. 
Prerequisites: Familiarity with Windows 3.x, 
troduction to UNIX 945 Viel Basie for Starters $135 including operation of Program Manager, Control 
Panel and File Manager. 
Krois Gerard Schlosmacher Overview of Windows 95 $45 


) pm—9.30 pm, Fri 19 Sep. 6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Mon 4, 11, 18 Aug. 


AINUX basics for people who want a basic fee! Students will lear the evolution of Visual Barry Fredrickson 
fe open systems environment. LINUX is a Basic, the VB development environment, data “ 9.00 am-12 noon, Sat 30 Aug. 
Jlar shareware version of uwx that runs on ism — types, using files, what events are, essential VB 9.00 am-12 noon, Sat 20 Sep. 


Students will learn about the Windows 95 
Desktop, Help, Explorer, Find, Shortcuts, and 
some of the Windows 95 utilities like Wordpad 
and Notepad. 

Prerequisites: Familiarity with Windows 95 
including mouse and keyboard skills. 


‘the Melbourne PC User Group Training Centre is 
ivailable for rental, on a casual or regular basis. | 


patible PCs. The session includes: logging 
a UNIX system, finding your way around, 
\jpulating files, viewing and editing text files, 
g the online text manual. 

requisites: Command line computing 
vledge preferred. 


language statements, and what to do about 
errors. 

Prerequisites: The Basics of Programming 
course, or an understanding of programming 
concepts, including data types and use of files. 
Prior use of one or more programming languages. 


12 Peatiame and network server 
Adjacent te Administration Office 
_ All facilities available 








Comfortable surroundings 










esi 


shea 


information contact: 


Ph: (03) 9699 6222 


| Prerequisites: Visual Basic for Starters course or 


ae Computer basics $120 


Upgrade to Windows 95 $139.50 





Windows 95, and how they differ from Windows 


For further 


Melbourne | 
q PC User Group | 
Administration Office | 
2nd Floor | 

66 Albert Road | 
South Melbourne | 
VIC 3205 | 


Fox: (03) 9699 6499 | funcions ofeach of a computer’ pars 


Starting Windows 95 $139.50 


Mary Levens 

9.00 am-5.30 pm, Sun 17 Aug. 

Students can expect to learn: Basic Windows 
jargon and terminology, how to accomplish 
common tasks with applications, how to change 
the way Windows looks and works. 
Prerequisites: No prior computing experience 
required. 








Advanced Windows 95 $90 


Lynn Pollock 

9.00 am-4.00 pm, Sun 10 Aug. 

9.00 am-4.00 pm, Sat 13 Sep. 

A full and detailed examination of Windows 95 
for experienced users. Topics include adding 
hardware, registry control and editing, backup 
techniques, communications, networking with 
Windows 95, conflict resolution, enhancing 
performance, system maintenance, and many fips 
and tricks. 

Prerequisites: Must be familiar with Windows 
95 


File management, archiving and 


compression techniques $45 





Lynn Pollock 

6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Fri 22 Aug. 
6.30 pm-9.30 pm, Fri 26 Sep. 
Explanation of file management including virus 
location, files you can delete, and file errors. 
Archiving, covering some of the more common 
programs used and basic backup strategies. 
Additionally some techniques will be discussed for 
files you download from the 88S or Internet. 
Prerequisites: Must be familiar with Windows. 





Note: This course is a companion to the Using the 
BBS course. 


_. Boe buy a computer $10/$60 


| Members: $10. Non-members: $60 (indudes first 





| year's subscription). 
| Tom Coleman 
+ 6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 29 Aug. 


= | 10.30 om—1.30 pm, Sun 21 Sep. 
| | What a computer does, what the jargon means, 
| buying advice, tips and traps, no sales talk! 


Prerequisites: None. 


Hardware upgrade and repairs $45 





| Tom Coleman 

+ 6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Fri 15 Aug. 

6.30 pm—9.30 pm, Thu 25 Sep. 

Students will be able to dismantle and 
reassemble a computer, replace major 
components, be aware of the basic “rules” and 
conventions of computer building and know 
enough to get started on simple jobs. 

| Prerequisites: Familiarity with the basic 





Update, August 1997 








Corel Super Putt 


ppearing in the Corel CD HOME 
series, this 3D mini-putt game is 
very suitable for all the family as 
it has lively sound, bright and 
interesting graphics and easily 


understood playing procedures. Although 
the playing requirements are easily 
grasped, the novel hazards created for 
the three different 9-hole courses ensure 
that each hole provides a new challenge. 
Up to four people can play and with a 
full complement of participants the game 
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Corel Super Putt 






Minimum system requirements 

e IBM-compatible PC with a Pentium 
P60 CPU 

Windows 95 

800 x 600 graphics with 256 colours 
8 MB memory 

4 MB free hard disk space 

Double speed cp-RoM drive 


8-bit Sound Blaster or 100% 
compatible sound card 


e Windows-compatible mouse 


Availability and cost 


Major software retailers 
Price currently not available 


















COREL 





Figure 1. Introductory screen 


not only requires great skill to win, but 
also provides great entertainment. I must 
admit to reaching the Mercy Rule limit of 
six strokes per hole on several occasions 
during my tentative introductory forays, 
which of course provides considerable 
amusement for one’s opponents. 

Appropriate sound effects greet the six 
stroke limit being reached, adding to the 
player’s dismay. 

The game is designed for the new 
breed of PCs. You must have a fast 
processor—a Pentium or 686 is essential 
to provide smooth action and transitions. 

You must first set up Super Putt under 
Win 95, which does not use up a large 
amount of disk space, but the CD-ROM 
must be in place at all times during play. 

The three 9-hole courses are named 
Traditional, Classical and Water Park. 
There is also a 3-hole practising course 
for good measure. I don’t know what 
rules were followed in the original design 
of the features, but they all appear to be 
quite innovative to me. However, I have 
not had the advantage of actually playing 
on a “real” mini-putt course, so it is all 
rather new to me. Each hole contains a 
range of hazards, including bumps, indents, 
tricky angles and moving obstacles and 
each has a unique shape. 

Play, using the mouse, is simple. You 
click to drop the ball on the fee off strip, 
then line up your shot by clicking and 


es 













Bob Burt | 


an exceller 
game requirin 
developmer 


of skil| 





dragging to point the cross-hairs towarc 
the hole. You increase the power used 
to strike the ball by increasing the leng 
of the direction line in front of it. Your 
shot commences as soon as you release 
the mouse button. After all players have 
completed their strokes, the furthest fro 
the hole shoots first, while for a new 
hole, the player with the lowest score 
the previous hole takes the first stroke. 
Who makes the opening shot on the fit 
hole? Simple: the person whose name i 
highlighted in the list of competing 
players. 

As you would expect, scores are 
faithfully recorded and the high scores 


Options 





Figure 2. The setup categories in a novel display 
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a eas 


1 be displayed as required. The ninth 
le has an interesting scoring feature. A 
oke is subtracted for completing the 
le, so if you achieved a magical 
le-in-one, you would score zero. 

super Putt can support network play. 
ere are two general choices here. The 
t entails the use of a modem, a 
»phone line and an established network 
stocol such as TCP/IP or IPX, while the 
‘ond requires a connection to a LAN 
cal area network) in an office, school 


ure 3. Opening view of Traditional Hole #2 








or college. In either instance, you can 
play a network game using your com- 
puter as the Server (creating a game), or 
you can join an existing network game 
as a Guest (client). If you are setting up 
as Server, you sign in as First Player, 
whereas a Guest would use the second, 
third or fourth player box. You then 
choose the connection mechanism— 
Modem Connection for a telephone line 
or either Winsock 1px or Winsock TcP for 
a LAN. Of course, the protocol you select 


Figure 4. Putting view of Traditional Hole #2 








must already be installed. If you are 
playing as Server, you must then wait for 
all your guests to connect, while if you 
are a Guest, a Select Game Session dialog 
box lists any games you may join and 
you make your choice. All players must 
also keep their own CD-ROM in the drive 
during connection and play, of course. 
So there we have it. An excellent 
game requiring development of skills and 
with the capacity to maintain interest, par- 
ticularly when four people are playing. 


A Better Computer Solution! ieee 


Authorised Intel dealer 


Talk with the people who REALLY know... 


High performance systems, 
with the best quality com- 
ponents, can be yours — 
built exactly to your own 
specifications. Talk to us. 


Computer Rebuilds can also advise you on 
CD-ROMs, Hard Disks, Memory and Processor 
Upgrades, Multimedia and Networking solutions. 


Morris Tobias has been a member 


We are keen to listen to your and long-time supporter of Melb PC 


needs and will assist you in 
planning your computer. 


Call him for an obligation free assessment! 


COMPUTER REBUILDS 


Board & Drive Upgrade Specialists 


| 476 Swan Street, Richmond Vic 3121 
SOLEUS Telephone (03) 9428 4413 Fax (03) 9427 9279 
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since 1987. Hundreds of members 
have benefitted from his expertise. 








READERS 
qOId 


WITTER 


Winner of PC Update 
Readers' Choice Awards — 


Computer Repairer/Upgrader 


Readers’ 
Choice 
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orel Print and Photo House (cPpPH) 
is a simple, cheap and fun graphics 
package. If you have only an 
occasional need for graphics or 
don’t need the power of a full- 
featured program, CPPH may suit you. 
Aimed at home and small business users, 
the package includes a mammoth 
collection of templates and sample files; 
if you're a little artistically challenged 
like me, you'll definitely appreciate this. 





To toss around a few statistics, CPPH has 


e 1600 samples (running the gamut of 
cards, labels, calendars, business 
stationery, menus and so on) 


1000 photos 

1000 phrases 

150 fonts 

7000 clipart images 
200 backdrops 

70 borders 


A range of templates based on 
PaperDirect paper designs. 


Whenever I read such wondrous statistics, 
I can't help feeling that I’m getting a 


his is 
paragraph 


text. This is paragraph 
text, This is paragraph text. 
This is paragraph text, This is 
paragraph text: This is 
paragraph 


| Be AiiHoue | 





Figure 1. Print House’s main screen, with the 
Notebook’s first page 


aki Untitled - Corel Print House 













it the object pou yunt chkrited 
on hie thal cquate node 


| reshapable, 


ThEK 3 nede and drag it to 
Change tre object + chape 


Wiven poo'se done, chok wh 5 
| the Key toot or another tool | 


Note. The chapet teal wath + 
OF siniphe objects only thems | 
such ge clipat and groups 
oantiol be rediaped urtery 
| they ate urgroupendt fret 


Tip: Use the right mouse 
button) fae Pare seehapieg: 
‘oplion: 
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Figure 2. Typical Notebook help with Print 
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good deal—Corel surely has some wily 

marketing experts! Even so, CPPH is an 

easy-to-use program that you can quickly 

re-learn if you haven’t used it in a while. 
CPPH includes two programs 


e Corel Print House 2, a vector drawing 
program 

e Corel Photo House, Corel’s new bitmap- 
editing program. 

While Print House on its own is a good 

product, the inclusion of Photo House 

rounds it out. 


Corel Print House 


Print House’s main feature is the Notebook 
(Figures 1 and 2). This has two main 
functions: context-sensitive help for the 
current task, and visual catalogues of 
ready-made images and styles that you 
can drag and drop onto your drawing. 
You can also add your own styles 
(colouring, line, shape, shadow and text) 
and images. Although the Notebook 
remains visible at all times, you can 
work directly with Print House’s tools, or 
use Wizards to take you through specific 
tasks (Figures 3 and 4). If you get lost at 
any point or are unsure what to do next, 
the Key icon on the toolbar will return 
you to the first page of the Notebook; 
from here you can get your bearings 
once again. The online help is also quite 
good and expands on the Notebook’s 
context-sensitive assistance. 


Print House’s drawing tools include 
Text, Freehand, Rectangle, Ellipse, Poly- 
gon and Table, as well as a powerful 
Shaper, with which you can manipulate 
objects as Bezier curves. While the tools 


Create Wizard 





Print House offers you a variety of ways to create pour 
project. Which method would you like to use? 


Hse ie Gack 
& Start with a Sample 
@ Start from Seratch 
™ Open an Existing project 
™ Open your Last project 

~ Description 


: Helps you create a project quickly and easily. If you 
choose 3 Calendar project, the Calendar Wizard 





meteseosensntint | 


¥ Show this wizard at startup ~~ 27% 





Cancel 





Bernadette Houghton 







are few in number, you can manipulate 
them in various ways for different effect 
a quick glance at the Notebook will tell 
you the possibilities of your current too 
Once you’ve drawn your objects, you c: 
colour, rotate, stack, align and perform 
most other basic drawing operations on 
them. 

Other highlights include the ability to 
perform mail merges using Print House’ 
Namelist databases, and video paper- 
folding demonstrations. If you’re familia 
with Print House from earlier versions, 
you'll be interested in the new features 
of version 2. These include the ability t 
mould text and bitmaps into shapes, a 
new Fit Text to Path command and 
colourful new rainbow fills. There is als 
a new Align and Distribute command fc 
arranging objects, support for continuo 
feed paper, and enhanced Table and 
Namelist features. 


Corel Photo House 


If you're not familiar with bitmap-editin 

software, you may be wondering what 

you can do with Photo House. A few 

ideas. 

¢ Convert a colour photo to greyscale, 
then colour it again to get a hand- 
painted effect 


e Add deceased Uncle Joe to the family 
group photo | 

e Change Uncle Mick’s sober black tie | 
a dashing rainbow hue 

e Remove the rabbit ears from 
unsuspecting Auntie Myrtle 

e Correct photo problems such as 
blurriness, red eyes and scratches 


Namelist Wizard 


You can choose from standard Namelists for home or 





business use, or you can create 3 custor list with 
fields of pour choice. 


iFirst Name, Last Name, Address, City, State/Prov, 
Zip/Postal Code. Phone No. and e-tnail address) 


Business. ; : 
(Name. Title, Company, Address 1, Address 2. City, 
State/Prov., Zip/Postal Code, Phone No., Pax No. 
e-mail address) 


© Custom 
Allows you to create pour own Namelist fields. 











L 





Figure 3. Creating a new project with the 
Create Wizard 


Figure 4. Using Print House’s Namelist 
Wizard 
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Info Box 


Corel Print and Photo House 


Minimum system 
requirements 


e 486 DX-33 processor 
e Windows 95 or Windows NT 


e 8 MB RAM (Win95) or 12 MB 
RAM (Win NT 3.51+) 


CD-ROM drive 

VGA card and monitor 
Mouse or tablet 

28 MB free disk space. 











ure 5. Photo House’s main screen 


create your own bitmaps from scratch 


nclude your photos in your Print 
Jouse projects. 

oto House’s interface is similar to Print 
use’s, so if you’re familiar with Print 
use you'll feel comfortable quickly — 
re is a similar Notebook, with a similar 
g-and-drop interface and context- 
isitive help (Figure 5). Photo House’s 
alogues include Colours, Brushes, 

=cts and Photos. The tools are Eye- 
ypper (which enables you to select a 
our from your image), Eraser, Flood 

, Brush, Spray Can and Clone (which 
ibles you to duplicate part of an 

ge). For each tool you can adjust the 
ish type, size, angle, transparency, 
thering and ink flow rate (Figure 6). 
Jnlike vector-based drawing programs, 
ich require you to select objects to 
rk on, bitmap-editing programs like 
sto House require you to select areas. 
u can work on a whole image, but 

y often you want to constrain your 
inges to a particular area; good 

=ction tools are therefore important. 
sto House has two selection tools: 
tangle and Freehand. Unfortunately, 


tness/Contrast/Intensity 





Before After 











Brightness Contrast 


| Brightriess controls the amount of 
| fight. Contrast corrals 
| differences in shading. Intensity 
| increases the brightress of lighter 
| ateas and decreases brightness 
of the darker mid-tones and dark 
| areas. 














Figure 6. Customising 
Photo House’s tools 


these tools are quite tricky; if you make 
a mistake, for instance, you must start all 


over again—you can’t simply adjust 
selected area. 


Photo House’s retouching tools include 
Sharpen, Remove Dust and Scratches, 
Brightness/Contrast, Reduce Speckles, 
Remove Red Eyes, Replace Colours and 


Simplify Colours (Figure 7). A useful 











Availability and cost 





Available from most Corel 
retailers, including Harvey 
Norman, Brashs and Myer. If 
you can’t find it, contact Corel 
Customer Service Centre on 

1 800 658 850. 


the 


RRP: $99 


online Photo Retouching Guide advises Assessment 


you which of these tools to use for 


specific problems, and how to use them. cpPpH is easy—and great fun—to use. To 


There are also 14 special effects, 


get the full benefit, it’s best (but not 


including Sketch, Psychedelic, Page Curl essential) to have a colour printer. Apart 


and Emboss (Figure 8). 


What you see on Photo House’s screen 
is basically what you get. All tools and 
effects are directly accessible either from 
the Notebook or the toolbars; you don't 


have to use the menus at all. There 


no toolbar flyouts, the tools and dialog 


boxes are very simple, and you can 


preview effects before applying them. 
Despite Photo House’s simplicity, you 
can definitely create some very smart— 


and fun—effects. You do need to 


cultivate a keen eye and steady hand, 


though, for good area selection. 
Psychedelic 


Progress 














sre 7. Adjusting brightness/contrast/intensity with Photo House __ Figure 8. Applying a special effect with Photo House 
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from some minor quirks (and a major 
shortcoming with the Photo House 
selection tools), CPPH works well. There 
are plenty of sample files which you can 
use as they are, or change to suit 
yourself. Many of the samples are 
nothing special, but there are a few real 
gems. Print House and Photo House 
complement each other well, and there 
are enough features to allow you to 
create some powerful effects—but not so 
many that you'll be overwhelmed. On 
the whole, a terrific program for the 
occasional or novice user. 


are 

















O 
x. 
Ct Progress 
~ Description Threshold Breview | 
Changes the colorsintheimage = Tt 8 a = pow ReUR Reh Gast 
— to bright, electric colors such as — + Reset | 
orange, hot pink, cyan, and lime “ar 
| green. 
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powerful ministry 
management 
and pastoral 


care program 





his review will interest two groups 

of people. First, the Church 

Membership Management System 

(CMMS) is a comprehensive data- 

base system designed to handle 
people-based data recording for churches 
of virtually any denomination. Therefore 
it should attract the attention of vestry 
members and other church-goers keenly 
concerned with what is usually termed 
Pastoral Care. Second, because this 
specialised database was created with 
Microsoft FoxPro, it should interest a 
wider audience. The product assures 
prospective designers that in capable 
hands, FoxPro can be used to develop 
powerful and reliable databases with 
special attributes. 


Cassette 


Mail Merge 


y as 





Figure 1. CMMs Main menu 





OMIO FCeLoeRS 


Church Membership 
Management System 


Background 


The Christian Radio Missionary Fellowship 
first wrote CMMS, as a DOS program, spec- 
ifically for a Baptist church in Blackburn. 
Word spread and other churches persuaded 
the author, Robin Cole, to make it user- 
definable and therefore suitable for other 
denominations, Additional sales across 
most of the major denominations soon 
followed. 


This, the sixth version of CMMS, is now 
a Windows-based product. 


The package 


The program is installed from a set of 
four 3.5-inch disks. Two blank disks are 
also provided for data backup. 


A substantial ring binder stores the 
disks and also holds the Installation and 
Tutorial Manual, the Operator’s Manual 
and a Report Writer Tutorial. A seventh 
disk contains tutorial data. An illustrated 
brochure outlines the main features of the 
program and the support available for it. 


The tutorial 


The author has recognised that cmms will 
be used by a range of people, most of 
whom will not be particularly familiar 
with database usage. So the tutorial 
contains 37 pages of step-by-step 
instructions on entering and editing data, 
and printing standard reports. The easy 
to follow steps enable new users to 


[74 Microsoft FoxPro 
Eile Edit window Help 
[J People Data Manager 


esionary i Nuzir 30 yrs 
peake French, Hausa and 


People Record 1189 







Exclusive 








begin entering “real” data for their 
church records with some confidence. 
If you wish to make the tutorial avail- 
able to another person, you can restore 
the original data from the tutorial disk. 


The Report Writer Tutorial provides 
instructions for you to develop your ow 
reports, although 130 are already define 
for you and most of these can also be 
modified. 


General description 


CMMS currently uses 26 permanent data- 
base tables (and two temporary ones) 
and 40 index files. It has over 300 field: 
and more than 130 screens are available 
The maximum number of records avail- 
able for people is 89999 and a similar 
maximum applies to addresses. Some 
records, such as ministry and occupatio: 
codes, are virtually unlimited. The most 
restrictive are role, event and visitation 
codes (around 60 each). 

Entry to CMMS is protected by a pass- 
word—you change the default “admin” 
to a password of your own choice. The 
main screen has large buttons for quick 
access to the ten main data screens or 
the printing and mail merge features. 
The People Data Manager screen provic 
the major starting point, as it provides 
access to most Person and Address data 
The brochure includes an illustration of 
this screen with description boxes linke 
by arrows pointing to its major features 


















Figure 2. The People Data manager 
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Adding People to a Ministry 





EXIT-IGMOEE MINISTER, 
Christian Echacation r | 
Christian Education 
Fhow Your Bible 
Wek EYE Grow, 

EYE WEP AM Wed i EYE Group 
Kis WER PH Wed PH EYE Growp. 


ss- Sunday School 3 
SS- INT Intermediate Sumday | 
ss- JUN Junior Sunday School} 
SS- HES Mission Suppert Grow 
SS- PRI Primary Sunday Schoo 
S5- SEN Senior Sumday School 
(S3- SEN LT Leadership Training 


S5- SEN UM University/ TAFE/Murs 
Drama Department. 
kctore 

Children Actors 
Female Actors 
Male Actors 


FEN 


gure 3. Adding people to a ministry 


is provides a useful overview. The 

line help gives you further guidance. 

u can even print additional copies of 
manual, if so required. 


eparing the database 


er installation, cmms holds 189 dummy 
ords, which you use as the starting 

int for the tutorial. On completion of 
orial you need to clean out the data- 
se to prepare it for your own church 
ords. The instructions include a means 
deleting all records at once to give 

1 a clean start, but you could easily 

3s this, as I did, as it is embedded as 
n 21.3.1 in the body of the Operator's 
mual. Once you find them, the instruc- 
is are easy to follow. You simply click 
the Other Options button, then select 
ta Management. That displays a new 
2en, from which you click on Remove 
‘torial Data. 

ifter removal, a screen display then 
ifies you to see Section 15.11 in the 
erator’s Manual for your next steps. 
wever, the sections move from 15.8.6 
16 in both the manual and the online 
p, so those instructions remain a 
stery. In practice, you would simply 


© cmms1299.frx 


ire 5. Editing a report 
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Figure 4. Objects used by FoxPro 


start to enter your preferred terminology 
into the setup screens, enter your codes 
for membership and congregations and 
enter your role codes, all of which are 
clearly explained in the documentation. 
For this review, it suffices to explain that 
changing the setup screens enables you 
to use your usual “church” terms for items 
such as elders, small groups, congregation, 
zone and the spare fields. You might, for 
example, change small groups to home 
groups, fellowship groups or cells. 


Using CMMS 


Naturally, a new operator will require a 
little time to become familiar with the 
database, but the steps are developed 
logically and the program is robust. So 
much help is provided that a learner’s 
progress should be quite rapid, but if 
needed, special training sessions are on 
offer at modest cost. 


Conclusion 


Cums is a powerful and ably supported 
ministry management and pastoral care 
program. It should interest church groups 
looking for a suitable computer-based 
recording and report system. oO 























Info Box 


Church Membership Management 
System v6.0b 


Minimum system requirements 





e IBM PC or compatible, preferably a 
486DX or higher 


Windows 3.1+ or Windows 95 
3.5-inch disk drive 


Hard disk with at least 10 MB spare 
space 


Availability and cost 


Available from 

Christian Radio Missionary Fellowship 
Inc. 

PO Box 46 

Blackburn South VIC 3130 

Ph: 3) 9890 2550 

Fax: (03) 9699 192) 

e-mail: crmf@melbourne.dialix.oz.au 





RRP: $200 
Additional manual: $25 
Update from cmms for Dos: $50 
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n November 1995, ROBOTS3D.LZH Was 

put on the BBs. It was a version 

meant to be viewed with red/green 

goggles to see various animated 

stick-figure animals(?) in stereo. As it 
was essentially a C++ programming 
exercise (to keep me off the streets), it 
was placed in the programming file area. 
1 don’t know how many of the 100-odd 
downloaders were interested in the C++ 
code included with the .ExE file, but hope 
they found running the latter to be fun. 

This version is meant for use with the 

old mirror trick. It allows the robots to 
be colour coded and have black 
shadows, on a ground plane, which 
serves to define it without needing to 
draw “scenery” on it. They are still wire 
frame models making no claims to 
realism, but they are mesmerising and 
you can control their modes of activity, 
so they do seem to acquire a modicum 
of personality. ROBOTSMIR.LZH is now on 
the BBs in the games area as it contains 
only the .ExE file and a text file you can 
print out, to help with the keystrokes to 
get the most out of the program. The C++ 
code differs mainly in the calculations 
for the display; anyone interested in 
it is welcome to contact me. 


Dramatis personae 
By using Class objects in C++, we 
may have as many clones as we 
wish, but have settled for eight 
Robobugs, eight Robobats and four 
Robopedes. As you may note, the 
Robobug is a six-legged, camel-like 
insect of ungainly gait and peculiar 
habits, plodding doggedly around a 
circuit of eight targets—until you 
interrupt him/her/it. You can make 
any of them do a double shuffle, 
reverse, divert to a different target or 
circle around a single target. The 
20-legged Robopede (twentipede) has 
a sinusoidally undulating motion on 
rippling legs and is content to crawl 
around a circuit of the targets or, 
alternately, vainly try to follow one 
of the Robobugs. Both will find their 
way through the gaps between the 
row of square obstacles. 

The fundamental method of control 
is to nominate the target for each 
animal; this may be either a fixed 


358 


Robots in stereo 


DOUBLE TROUBLE 


target or a moving one, i.e. another 
animal. As they approach a fixed target, 
they are switched to the next one around 
the circuit. Now we come to the stars of 
the show, the Robobats, da-daah; they 
can be switched to 14 different modes of 
activity. They will happily cruise the 
circuit, swooping down on each target 
and climbing to cruising altitude in 
between. When a Robobug is allotted as 
a target for a Robobat, it is constantly 
hassled by swooping attacks and tight 
circling returns. If two, three or four bats 
are targeted on each other in an endless 
loop, they settle down to a stable circle 
—which can be distorted by varying the 
speeds of individuals. If the leading bat 
is given a fixed target on the ground, it 
will circle it and the others will fall in 
neatly behind in echelon formation— 
rather unconventional behaviour for bats, 
you will agree. By targeting all followers 
directly onto the leader, with various speed 
control and lateral displacement regimes, 
we can get formation flying in Vee, dia- 
mond, broad arrow and Y (sharp arrow). 


Ken Holm 


With variations 


The action may be seen from two 
different viewpoints 


a fixed point whence all may be seet 


a point above and behind the leadin; 

bat; a single key toggles between the 

at any time. 
The second is more fun, particularly 
when the bat is hassling a bug—the 
tight circles will make you dizzy. Also : 
is better for viewing the formation flyin 
The speed of the leader may be varied 
to make it fly sedately behind its bug; - 
can hover, or fly backwards if you insi: 
Reducing its speed in formations will 
confuse the followers and break up the 
formation but they will (usually) re-forr 
if speed is restored. 


There are a few other variables not 
mentioned here. With permutations anc 
combinations, it could tempt you to 
while away some of your valuable time 
You may even be inspired to extend tl 
code to your taste. 
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ng the mirror 


see the picture in true 3D, you need 
iirror, held vertically, facing left with 
left edge up the centreline of the 
‘ure and the surface at right angles to 
page. Put the tip of your nose on 
far (from page) edge of the mirror; 


ir right eye looks past the back of the 
ror at the right side of the page; your 


eye ignores the left of the page but 
ks at its reflection in the mirror—it, 


course, appears on the right side. The 


ects on the right will appear in 3D 
eo since each eye is seeing the view 
culated for it. The left eye view was 
ulated for the right side but mirror- 
ped and plotted on the left—the 

ror reflection returns it to its proper 
re; 
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Address Book 
for Windows 


ere we have a neat and handy 
Personal Information Manager 
(PIM). Like most PIMS, it is 
centred around a file called an 
Address Book, in this case, one 
you can display in a browser window. 
You add individual address listings and 
other personal information to the address 
book file by calling up Address |Add 
from the menu bar or by clicking on the 
Add Address button. You can organise 
your information into groups, which you 
select or define yourself. 

The dialog boxes used for data entry 
are very well designed for rapid and 
accurate completion. For example, tab 
dividers simplify the task of subdividing 
names and addresses into primary and 
secondary categories. 

As you would expect, information can 
be easily found and sorted by name, title 
and post or zip code. 

Records can be printed in various ways, 
including categorised address books and 
company telephone listings. A range of 
label and envelope printing formats is 
available. Records can be mail-merged 
with other documents generated by your 
word processor. 

Address Book is equipped with an 
Options Wizard, which allows you to 









Info Box 








Parsons Technology 
Address Book 4.0 for Windows 


Availability and cost 


Price not available at time of printing, 
the US price is US$19 








Bob Burt 


a neat and 


handy Personal 
Information 


Manager 





customise the information displayed in 
the Preview box. Using the Wizard, you 
can also customise address or card lists. 
Telephone calls can be made by first 
entering the required number in the 
small telephone dialog box. This way, 
Address Book keeps track of all such 
phone calls in the call log. Notes can be 
made during or after each call to 
complete the records to your satisfaction. 
The “bonus software” on the CD-ROM, 
the 7-800 Directory is likely to be of 
very limited use to Australian users. It is 
the AT&T listing of over 100,000 toll-free 
business telephone numbers in the 
United States, in over 3000 categories. 
Unfortunately, the “toll-free” element 
does not apply to calls from Australia. 
Similarly, within Address Book, the 
Postnet bar coding available to print 
Zip/Postal code on labels and envelopes 
will not be useful outside the usa. 
Fortunately the remainder of the program 
is functionally relevant to Australian 
practice. O 
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Figure 1. Adding an address 
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Luna Ticks 





una Ticks is 
an action- 
strategy game 
which can be 
pretty much 
what you want it 

to be. You have 
purchased a mining 
franchise from 
MegaBucks Corp, 
and must mine and 


“ARE YOU READY 
FOR THE UNEXPECTED? 





FRANTIC 
ASTION-STRaTEoY 








Info Box 






Luna Ticks 


Minimum system requirements 


486/33 (Pentium recommended) 
e Dos 5.0 

e 8 MB RAM 

e VGA graphics 

CD-ROM drive 

e Mouse 


Availability and cost 
Available at major game and 
educational software stockists, 
including Myer and Harvey Norman. 
You can also download a trial version 
from www.mandc.com.du. 

Distributed by Manaccom 

Ph: (03) 9509 6377 

Fax: (03) 9569 9641 

Shareware, registered version RRP $39.95. 
Classification: General (all ages) 


























Figure 1. Luna Ticks: your mining base 
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process the ore and make regular loan 
repayments. From time to time, you'll 
need to replenish your fuel and power, 
and you can also purchase various 
weapons and defence items, upgrade 
your Tick (mining vehicle) and obtain 
useful mining paraphernalia. 

You can play Luna Ticks on your own, 
collecting and processing the ore in a 
serenity marred only by MegaBucks 
coming to collect its payment. Or you 
can choose to play against up to seven 
opponents, either humans or computer 
opponents called Robo-Ticks. Robo-Ticks 
can be boring and predictable, sly and 
cunning or ferocious killers; there are 
eight distinct personalities, and you choose 
the personality of each Robo-Tick. Two 
human players can play in serial mode, 
with the other player slots filled by Robo- 
Ticks if desired. Up to 8 human players 
can participate over an IPX network. 


If you choose to play against others 
(humans or Robo-Ticks), things can 
become totally frenetic. Players frantically 
try to mine and process the ore and be 
first to pay off their debts to MegaBucks. 
At the same time, they have to contend 
with their opponents stealing and destroy- 
ing their items and trying to kill them. 
Of course, you'll be right there in the 
thick of things, stealing and destroying 
with the best of them. While all this is 
going on, you'll have to defend your 
base and continue mining the ore—if 
you don’t have any payment ready when 
MegaBucks comes, you'll be penalised 


ists agg 





Figure 2. Selecting 





Bernadette Houghton 


your Tick 
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and charged interest. Believe me, this 
debt soon mounts up! To add to the fu 
you can provoke your opponents into 
fighting each other. Once the first play« 
has paid off his loan, a wormhole exit 
appears, and the players race to be firs 
to discover the wormhole and exit the 
level. 

Luna Ticks runs very well on my 
480DX2/66 with 32 MB ram. It took me 
a while to grasp the concept, though, < 
get into smooth playing mode. Howeve 
if you wish, a tutor will guide you for 
the first ten minutes of play. Navigatior 
is quite tricky—the up or down arrow 
keys move your Tick backwards and 
forwards, and the left and right arrows 
turn it around. The screen shots in are 
from Manaccom; since Luna Ticks take: 
exclusive control of your computer for 
performance reasons, I couldn’t get any 
of my own. 

Luna Ticks should appeal to those w 
like strategy with fast and furious actior 
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eter’s PC Update Puzzle 


hese puzzles are designed to 
be solved without using a com- 
puter—if a bird-brain can write 
them, another bird-brain can 
solve them! 

olve the puzzle (you may use plain 
yer or a photocopy—you do not 

-d to mutilate your PC Update) and 
d your entry to 

Peter's PC Update Puzzle 

August 

PO Box 14 

Ringwood VIC 3134 

urrive by Friday 29 August. 

Ve’ll publish the solution and the 
iner in the October PC Update. 


Jingbats 


while ago I recall reading 
a story in the Sydney 
Morning Herald. | haven't 
seen it reported locally, 
nor do I remember it in 
tail, but it went something like 
is. 

A major credit card company 

as signing up a new merchant, 
mewhere in far north Queen- 
ind. The agent mailed the the 
ulti-page application form and 
ked the merchant to fax it back 
Sydney. 

The merchant wasn’t technologi- 
lly up-to-date and didn’t own a 
x. He used the next-door estab- 
hment’s machine. 

Next morning the credit card 
ent arrived in his Sydney office 
find about a dozen copies of 

e multi-page application in his 

x machine. 

Somewhat worried, he rang the 
‘w merchant: “Was there a 
oblem?” 

The merchant was apologetic, 

’d tried many times to send the 
x, but the paper kept coming out 
e bottom of the machine, instead 
going to Sydney. 

Is this an urban myth or could it 
ily happen north of the Murray? O 





































No, entries cannot be accepted by 
fax or e-mail; good old-fashioned 
snail-mail gives everyone an equal 
opportunity! Also please don’t send 
entries to the Melb PC office—they 
are busy enough. 


This month the prize is a free night’s 
accommodation. Pam & Ron Scott are 
pleased to donate one night’s 
accommodation for two people at 
their “Quarter Deck” B&B property 
in sunny San Remo. 

Availability is, of course, subject to 
any prior bookings and would 
normally be outside of school and 
public holidays. 

The views there are just great! And 
it’s close to many tourist attractions. 
Just thge break you'll need after 
solving this puzzle! 

Pam and Ron also offer a 20% 
discount to Melb PC members on 
B&B stays of two nights or more. See 
our discounts page for more details. 


Five friends played a two-round 

game of dice to see who could throw 

the highest total. Each threw one die 

in each round. Can you work out 

who threw what, and in which order? 

1. In round one everything but a 
three was thrown. 

2. In round two everything but a 

four was thrown. 

No-one scored a total of six. 

Edward was allowed to keep 

score, even though he was 

playing. 

5. The second player to throw had 
the lowest total, his first throw 
was a two. 

6. Charles threw directly after David. 

7. The first to throw didn’t score a 
SIX. 

8. Barry’s total was 11. 

9. The player who went third, didn’t 

throw a five the first time. 

. The player who threw a four 
didn’t throw an odd number in 
his other turn. 

11. Andrew went fourth. 


aa 


12. The fifth player scored seven. UO 
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Peter Smith 


Answer Grid 
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Prizes needed 


We are coming to the end of the prizes that 
have been donated. If you or your company 
could donate one or more prizes, for our 
puzzle fans, we'd be happy to acknowledge 
you on this page. 


Please contact either Stan Johnstone or 
Peter Smith (contact details on pages 2 and 3 
of this magazine.) oO 




















Answers received 


From Keith Saunders re restarting Window 95 
trom the Shut Down menu causing lockup. 
“m not 100% sure what information is 
required but Windows 95 will start from DOS 
on my PC when | type WIN. Also when the 
screen shows “It’s now safe to turn your 
computer off” my PC reboots if | type 
Ctrl+Alt+Del. | would be happy to talk to the 
questioner and | can be contacted via the BBS. 


Pat O'Sullivan suggests using XTLINK.COM that 
comes as part of XTree Gold for DOS to 
transfer files between PCs. It can be set up for 
serial or printer port link. Define one PC as 
the master and the other as slave and use a 
file manager to do the transfer. [JS: In the July 
PC Update George Skarbek wrote a review of 
a program DriveCopy. This can be used to do 
the transfer if you can get the two drives in 
the one PC for the transfer.] 


Last month there was a solution to the backup 
of the registry files. On the CD-ROM there is a 
file called ERU.EXE (Emergency Recovery Utility) 
which can be used instead. 


From Ben Sowden (b sowden@gold.iap. 
net.au) Re the Drivespace Warning screen 
“The Drivespace VxXD and the Drivespace real 
mode drive are mismatched”. What he needs 
to do is Date check the DBLSPACE.BIN and 
DRVSPACE.BIN to ensure the files have a date 
atter 1996. If not, he has to get a copy of the 
files from a friend with Windows 95. Windows 
95 stutts up if you re-install it with this error— 
| know from bad experiences. [JS: | also had 
another call suggesting that this can be 
caused by First Aid and the solution is to 
Deltree Windows 95 and reinstall.] 


JS: | have just downloaded HyperTerminal 
Personal Edition V3 from the BBS and the 
online Help states—“Hyperlerminal does not 
have a ‘Host Mode’ so the connection must 





Over to You 


Please contact me if you have any comments on the answers 
given; can provide a reply for the unanswered questions; or if you 
cannot attend the monthly meeting and would like a question 
asked and included in this column. 






To contact me: write to me care of the office; leave a message on 
the BBS or telephone me on 

(03) 9857 5567 AH 

or e-mail me at jswale@melbpc.org.au 






Note: Please contact commercial distributors before asking a 
question here. In all cases mention version numbers. 











Random access 








be made manually”. The Read Me file 
indicates that the commercial version, 
HyperACCEss, has scripting and the ability to 
set up to easily exchange files with your 
friends. So you will need to upgrade to 
HyperACCEss or set up manually for host type 
connection. 


Questions and answers 


@ We were told during the Internet training 
seminar that the user group had arranged 
for a version of Netscape to be available 
free to members. What was the version? 


Netscape Version 3.01. 


A 

@ | have seen a lot of disturbing information 
on the “Year 2000" problem. Can you 
give any information on studies conducted 
on the impact on individuals as distinct 
from corporations? 


A 1: There was an article on this topic by 
George Skarbek in The Age a few months 
ago. Mainframes are the area of biggest 
concern. For PCs the main concern is with 
the real-time clock that may not be accurate 
on old systems. Windows 95 and NT have 
fixes for clock problems but old DOS and 
Windows 3.x with old BiOSes may have 
problems. There are internet sites with fixes 
for various BIOS versions. To test the clock, 
remove any automatically started programs 
from your AUTOEXEC.BAT file and set the date 
and time to 31/12/99 23:58. Turn your PC 
off, leave for five minutes, turn it on again 
and check the date. Applications usually 
have the dates in four-digit year format so 
will be all right. Even programs such as old 
dBASE ones could be OK if they have set 
Century On. Some database systems such 
as dBASE may have instructions to “delete 
records more than x years old”. This could 
cause records to be deleted if the dates are 
incorrect. There will be few people running 
DOS in 2000 so the problem should be 
minimised as people upgrade their PCs. 


A 2: | have come across a problem with a 
mailing list program that deleted people 
from the list when their subscriptions were 
paid in advance to 2000 or beyond. The 
program thought they were only paid to 
1900 so did not send their magazines. 
US: This indicates one area you need to 
check. The underlying application dBASE, 
Excel etc may be compliant but, if there is 
programming in the form of functions, 
macros, etc, that extracts and uses the 
two-digit year, then there may be potential 
problems.] 


John Swale . 
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When | turn my modem on and then m 
computer, Windows 95 thinks it has fout 
a new modem and wants to install it ev 
though it is already installed. If | let it de 
the install, the same thing still happens 
next time | switch on. 


A This is sometimes caused by 


communication port problems. 


My daughter purchased an educational 
version of Lotus Smartsuite but it will not 
load the spell checker. 


The education version installs the US sp: 
checker by default so you have to do a 
custom install. This will be changed in 
Smartsuite 97. 


What is the capacity of the Recycle bin 
and how do | empty it2 


The Recycle bin is just another folder or 
your hard disk so the capacity is limited 
by your hard disk size. Empty the folder 
opening the folder in Explorer and usin¢ 
File/Empty Recycle Bin to delete all item 
or just delete the individual items. 


Does Visual Basic 5 allow you to use th 
same DLLs and VBXs as version 3 without 
recompiling the DLLs and VvBxs2 


Visual Basic 5, Office 97 and some oth 
sottware overwrite the old DLLs. So muct 
of your old software may not work. If yc 
use 16-bit DLls from VB 3 then you sho 
be all right as the Dils are separate. VB 
will not co-exist as the 32-bit DLLs are 
used in both. 


Unanswered questions 


Keith Saunders: | have recently installed 
Panasonic CD-ROM on my 486 PC. The 
proprietary Windows 95 drivers seem tc 
work satisfactorily. Do | need the drivers 
supplied on the disk that came with the 
unit? Also, on the first start-up screen | | 
a message “System board device resou 
contlict”. | have been told to disable the 
BIOS. Is this correct, and how is it done% 


Steven Galavodas asks—How do | 
animate the desktop icons? | saw some 
animated icons at Myer but was not ab 
to determine how it was done. | have 
downloaded ICON.ANI files and have trie 
to make the My Computer icon animat 
but it won't create a shortcut. It allows 1 
to change the icon to an animated one 
but then when | apply it, it stays still as 
basic shortcut icon. Can anyone help rm 














i PC Update, August 1! 


Keith Saunders would like a list of things 
to do and things not to do when 
formatting the C: drive. 


| downloaded a communications program 
ICQ and tried to register it using the ICQ 
Wizard. At the end it is supposed to give 
me a universal internet number. However 
it flagged it as an error saying “Check the 
status of the internet connection and if 
behind a firewall check the firewall 
settings”. Has anyone had this problem 
and got a solution? 


| use Norton Navigator to provide multiple 
desktops under Windows 95. Occasionally 
if | switch off and then on again, my 
carefully arranged desktop goes back to 
the Microsoft default. | have settings for 
no autoarrange, and no save settings in 
the Registry. So why is this happening? 


| have Windows 95 Release 2 Revision 3 
and when installing some programs such 
as Microsoft Office 97 it has problems 
with the Registry and states an unexpected 
error has occurred. | have searched 
through the Registry and the keys are in a 
foreign language, which seems to be 
Hungarian! Does anyone know why— 
because Microsoft don’t? (The system 
region is set for Australia as | know that 
an incorrect setting of this can cause some 
of the problems that people have with 
spelling and thesaurus.) 


Recently my Windows 95 desktop stopped 
allowing me to move the existing shortcuts 
around or moving new shortcuts to the 
desktop. Whenever | try this type of move, 
as soon as the cursor is over the desktop 
it is replaced by a stop sign (a circle with 
a diagonal line through it). What could 
have caused this, and how do | get things 
back the way they were¢ 


| Melbourne PC User Group gratefully 
| acknowledges the support provided by 
| the following organisations 


| American Power Conversion for the 
| supply of six uninterruptible power 


| supplies for the Group’s Communications | 


:; Centre. 


ACA Pacific for the donation of a 
| Diamond Stealth Video card for 
| PC Update production. 


| Computer Rebuilds for the supply of 
| equipment for PC Update production 
| and the group’s communications centre. 


| Corel Corporation for copies of 
| CorelDRAW and Corel VENTURA used 
| in the production of PC Update. 


| Hewlett-Packard for a LaserJet 4M 

| printer for administration and a Vectra 
| PC, ScanJet scanner and LaserJet 5Si MX 
| used in the production of PC Update. 


| Michaels Camera & Video for a Kodak 
| DC20 Digital Camera. 


| Microsoft Australia for contributions 
| and support over many years. 


| SONY Australia for the supply of 
| equipment for PC Update production. 


| Symantec Australia for contributions 
| and support over many years. 
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Airport 


Melbourne PC User Group 
Monthly Meeting Venue 





Monthly meeting 
All members and guests 
welcome 


Pharmacy College 
381 Royal Parade 


Parkville 


6.00 pm 
First Wednesday 
each month except 
January 


An average of over 500 members and 
guests attend our monthly meetings, 
which provide an excellent forum to 

introduce and release new products to 

those who are both users and decision 
makers. Meetings are arranged 
around planned themes. Members or 
presenters who are able to assist or 
contribute are invited to contact the 
convener. 

Stan Johnstone Meetings convener 

and administrator 

(03) 9578 3091 BH 

stanj@melbpc.org.au 


Phone: 
e-mail 


6 August The Age CitySearch —a 
new online product 
created by John Fairfax 
Holdings and BIG Colour 
Pages to provide online 
community information 
in Australia 

and Waypoint 1 —a new 
interactive multimedia 
CD-ROM product from the 
Museum of Victoria. 

Plus: 

® The usual giveaways 

Random Access 

Shareware Library Sales 

Socialising 

Don't forget the Waffle SIG after 

the meeting. 
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# - Conditions applies to interest free terms & money back guarantee. Applies to three computer systems as below. V 














I year on-site warranty, delivery, setup. * 
2 year parts, unlimited labour warranty. 
3 year on-site warranty on Hundai monitor. 











Number 


*- Limited to Melbourne metro areas only. Conditions apply. 





Picture for illustration purpose only. Actual units will vary. 








=| IBM 6x86 P166+ CPU =I 104 keyboard 


& 1.6G EIDE HDD 

&| 1.44M FDD 

& 2M ET6000 128-bit 
PCI video card 

& 15" Win LR monitor 

&\ 16X CD-ROM drive 

&\ 16-bit Plug n Play sound card 

f&| Pair of speakers 

=| Microsoft mouse & pad 





& 1.6G EIDE HDD 

© 1.44M FDD ' 

&l 2M ET6000 128-bit 

PCI video card 

© 15" Win LR monitor 
& 16X CD-ROM drive 
Sl 16-bit Plug n Play sound card 
&\ Pair of speakers 

&| Microsoft mouse & pad 








= =| IBM 6x86 P166+ CPU f=. 104 keyboard &i Intel Pentium-166MMX CPU & 104 keyboard 
&\ 512K cache =! choice of desk-top or Sl 512K cache &! choice of desk-top or & 512K cache / TX chipset =I choice of desk-top or 
&| 16M 60nS EDO RAM mini-tower case &i 16M 60nS EDO RAM mini-tower case =| 32M 60nS EDO RAM mini-tower case 


©& Canon BJC-210 
colour printer 

& 33.6K fax/modem 

&i Windows 95 

&i Vet antivirus software 


& 2.1G EIDE HDD 

& 1.44M FDD 

=| 2M Diamond Stealth 3D Pro 
PCI video card 

& 15" Hyundai NI LR monitor 

&\ 24X CD-ROM drive 

&) Sound Blaster 16PnP 

& Pair of speakers 

=| Microsoft mouse & pad 


& Windows 95 
& Vet antivirus software 























75MHz 133MHz 
$2890 $3060 





Model 3510 

pepsures: Options: 
- sppaesi Intel Pentium CPU - Upgrade to 
- 11.3" TFT active colour screen 1.3Gb HDD $135 
- 8M RAM 

4.4G HDD - Upgrade to 
diate dog: Mets yee 
- key keyboard 

[oy Mevboer 10X CD-ROM $305 
- 1M PCI graphics card Wind 95 
- Integrated 16-bit sound module ~~ © ‘NGOWS 
- Built-in MIC & stereo speakers $140 
- Glide-pad pointing device 2 year™* return to base 
- NiMH battery warranty! ! 


*- 1 year on screen, battery, & accessories 

















Specifications: 

- Genuine Intel PentiumPro 200MHz CPU 
- 32M of fast EDO RAM 

- 3.2G mode 4 enhanced IDE HDD_ 
- 1.44M FDD 

- 15" Goldstar 56i monitor 
- 2M Hercules Dynamite 128 
- 16X CD-ROM / SB16PnP / speakers 
- MS mouse and pad 

- Honeywell 104 keyboard 

- ATX mini-tower case 


- Microsoft NT4.0 Workstation 
2 year parts and unlimited labour warranty! 
I year on-site warranty, FREE delivery and setup!* 


*- Limited to Melbourne metropolitan areas only. Conditions apply. 


133MHz 150MHz 166MHz 
$1350 $1425 — $1 490 


Specifications: 
- Genuine Intel Pentun, CPU 
- 16M of fast EDO RAM / 256K cache 
- 1.6G mode 4 enhanced IDE HDD 
- 1.44M HDD 
- 14" non-interlaced monitor 
- 1M Trident 9680 PCI video card 
- MS mouse & pad 
- 104 keyboard 
- choice of desk-top or mini-tower case 
- Windows 95 
2 year parts and unlimited labour warranty! 

















+ High performance 
128-bit Alliance 
ProMotion-AT3D 











2D/3D graphics & 


a | / ole cin 






1M 30pin $15 multimedia processor. 1.6G Fujitsu $279 

4M 30pin $49 -Abaned Sh eo an 0 ici $00 WUlee J Kens J wut 

4M 72pin $37 : cide et pete Na 2.5G Seagate $339 Super 

4M 72pin EDO $34 + Software player for MPEG-1 and Here | BS 3.2G IBM $369 Value / 

8M 72pin $62 MMxX-opitimized MPEG-2. 3.8G Quantum $469 rad 
5.1G Maxt 

(Mor }6~= ge’ Uoinaga 41? divas st es 

16M 72pin EDO $105 Zip, the easiest way to backup | our stuff. 

32M72pinEDO —- $209 








$139 
$119 
$145 
Dynalink int. with voice$ 195 
Banksia int. with voice $795 
Banksia ext. with voice$229 


KTX ext. with voice 
Dynalink int. 
Dynalink ext. 


$145 
$229 


Netcomm int. 
Netcomm ext. 














Zip Accessories: 





Zip Disks $22 
Zip Disk Organiser $17 
Zip Carry Case $39 


Zip Zoom SCSI Card $89 


Specifications: 
- A4 size 
- Up to 24-bit true 
colour scanning 
- Scan from 75 to 4800DPI! 
- fast single pass scanning 
- SCSI interface Inlcuded* 
- TWAIN compatible 
*also available with Parallel Port 
interface. Ideal for notebooks! 























riya Miwielea — 


Take full advantage 
of your MMX CPU 
and ULTRA IDE. 
Ultra IDE will give 
up to fast 33M bits 
per second 
transfer fate. 














Turn your PC into 
a high powered 
3D and 2D graphics 
capable machine 
with both PC and TV display capabilities. 


See our web site for more info. 























Sales Hotline: 131198 


City: 305 Latrobe St. 

Coburg: 311 Sydney Rd. 

Clayton: Cnr. Blackburn & Wellington Rds. 
Blacxburn: 88 South Pde. 


| 
| 

Ph(03)9562-9501 Fax:(03)9562-9261 
| 


Internet web address: 
www.tecs.com.au 


n:(03}9602-3499 Fax:(03)9642-8551 
h(03)9383-7541 Fax:(03)9383-7896 


h:(03)9877-7071 Fax:(03)9877-7081 











Prices and specificationssubject to change without notice. E & OE. 


-< 


